8§ 349-a. Procedures to insure the protection of victins of donmestic
violence. 1. The departnent, after consultation with the office for the
prevention of donestic violence and statew de donestic viol ence advocacy
groups, shall by regulation establish requirenents for social services
districts to notify all applicants and, upon recertification,
reci pients, of procedures for protection from donestic violence and the
avai lability of services. Such notice shall informapplicants and
recipients that the social services district will make periodic inquiry
regardi ng the exi stence of donestic violence affecting the individual.
Such notice shall also informindividuals that response to these
inquiries is voluntary and confidential; provided, however, that
i nformati on regardi ng negl ect or abuse of children will be reported to
child protective services.

2. Such inquiry shall be perfornmed utilizing a universal screening
formto be devel oped by the departnent after consultation with the
office for the prevention of domestic violence and statew de donestic
vi ol ence advocacy groups. Such screening nay be conducted by tel ephone
or other digital neans at the request of the applicant or recipient. An
i ndi vi dual nmay request such screening at any tinme, and any i ndi vi dual
who at any tine self identifies as a victimof donestic violence shal
be afforded the opportunity for such screening.

3. An individual indicating the presence of donestic violence, as a
result of such screening, shall be pronptly referred to a donestic
vi ol ence liaison who neets training requirenents established by the
departnment, after consultation with the office for the prevention of
donestic viol ence and statew de donestic viol ence advocacy groups.

4. Following referral to a donestic violence |liaison, (a) the
i ndi vidual shall be informed by the donestic violence |liaison of
servi ces, which shall be available on a voluntary basis; and (b) the
domestic violence |iaison shall conduct an assessment to determne if
and to what extent domestic violence is a barrier to the individual's
conpliance with public assistance requirenents or to enploynent and such
assessnent shall be based upon an attestation or the rel evant
i nformati on and corroborating evidence provided by the individual



al I egi ng such abuse; and (c) the donestic violence |iaison shall grant
any appropriate waivers of such programrequirenents based on such
assessnment. Such waivers shall, to the extent permtted by federal |aw,
i nclude, but not be limted to, residency requirenents, child support
cooperation requirenents and enpl oynent and training requirenents;

provi ded, however, that exenptions fromthe sixty nonth limt on receipt
of benefits under the federal tenporary assistance to needy famlies

bl ock grant program shall be avail able only when the individual would
not be required to participate in work or training activities because of
an i ndependently verified physical or nental inpairnent resulting from
donestic violence, anticipated to |ast for three nonths or longer, or if
the individual is unable to work because of the need to care for a
dependent child who is disabled as a result of donestic violence.

Provi ded, however, that pursuant to section one hundred forty-two of the
wel fare reformact of 1997 victins of donestic violence may be exenpted
fromthe application of subdivision tw of section three hundred
forty-nine of this article on the basis of hardship.

5. Waivers granted pursuant to subdivision five of this section shal
be provided pursuant to a determ nation of good cause in cases where
conpliance with such requirenents would nmake it nore difficult for the
i ndi vidual or the individual's children to escape from donestic
vi ol ence, or subject the individual, or the individual's children, to
further risk of domestic violence. Such waivers shall be for an initial
period of no | ess than four nonths; provided, however, that all such
wai vers shall be subject to on-going review of the individual's
ci rcunst ances by the donestic violence liaison, and may be extended,
nodi fied or termnated in accordance therewith. An individual nmay
decline a waiver or termnate an existing waiver at any tine wthout
penal ty.

6. Information with respect to victins of domestic violence shall not
be rel eased to any outside party or parties or other governnental
agencies unless the information is required to be disclosed by |aw, or
unl ess authorized in witing by the applicant or recipient.

7. When used in this section, the term statew de donmestic vi ol ence



advocacy groups shall mean an organi zati on designated by the federal
department of health and hunman services to coordi nate statew de
i nprovenents within | ocal communities, social services systens, and

progranmm ng regardi ng the prevention and intervention of donestic
viol ence in New York state.



