8§ 34-a. Services planning requirements. 1. (a) Each social services
district shall prepare a nulti-year consolidated services plan
enconpassi ng adult services and famly and children's services, which
shal | include diversion services provided pursuant to section seven
hundred thirty-five of the famly court act.

(b) Commencing with the years follow ng preparation of the multi-year
consol i dated services plan, each local district shall also be required
to prepare an annual inplenentation report.

2. (a) The comm ssioner shall have authority to pronul gate regul ati ons
speci fying the contents of both the nulti-year services plan and the
annual inplenentation reports, provided however that such regul ati ons
shall not be inconsistent with the standards of review by the
comm ssi oner of such plan and reports specified in subdivision four of
this section.

(b) The regul ati ons pronul gated pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision shall require the nulti-year services plan and where
appropriate the annual inplenentation reports, to include a sunmmary of
t he understandi ng between the | ocal social services district and the
district attorney's office, which outlines the cooperative procedures to
be foll owed by both parties in investigating incidents of child abuse
and maltreatnent, consistent with their respective obligations for the
i nvestigation or prosecution of such incidents, as otherw se required by
| aw.

3. (a) There shall be a public hearing on the nmulti-year services plan
or each annual inplenmentation report. Commencing in nineteen hundred
ei ghty-two, such public hearing shall be held only after fifteen days
notice is provided in a newspaper of general circulation within the
county. Such notice shall specifically identify the tinmes of the public
hearing in which the child protective services and ot her services
conponents of the multi-year services plan or annual inplenentation
reports are to be consi dered.

(b) Commencing in nineteen hundred eighty-two, after such hearing, the
nmul ti-year services plan or the annual inplenentation reports shall be
submtted for approval to the chief executive officer of the county or
to the legislative body in those counties wi thout a chief executive



officer. Full approval of the nulti-year services plan or of the annual

i npl ementation report by the chief executive officer or legislative body
shall be required before subm ssion of such plan or report to the
commi ssi oner.

(c) Commencing in nineteen hundred eighty-two, the nulti-year services
plan or the annual inplenentation reports shall not be forwarded to the
commi ssioner until at least fifteen days have passed fromthe date of
t he public hearing thereon.

4. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subdivision, the
commi ssi oner shall review both the nmulti-year services plan and the
annual inplenentation reports submtted by the social services district,
usi ng standards consistent with the provisions of sections one hundred
thirty-one-1, four hundred nine-d and four hundred twenty-three of this
chapter, and shall notify such district, in witing, of approval of such
plan or reports in whole or in part; provided, however, that for any
portions not approved, the conm ssioner shall in witing to the district
speci fy the portions not approved, the reasons for such determ nation,
the actions required for resubmttal of such portions, and the tine
period of resubmttal; and provided further, that disapproval of a
portion of such plan or report shall not render the entire plan or
report invalid. No portion of the nulti-year services plan or of the
annual inplenentation reports shall be finally disapproved until the
district has had at | east one opportunity for resubmttal. Upon
resubmttal, or if no resubmttal is nmade within the tine specified, the
commi ssioner may grant further extensions to the district to allowit to
resubm t any unapproved portions, or nmay finally di sapprove such
portions. Any social services district aggrieved by a final disapproval
of the comm ssioner under this section shall have the right to a fair
hearing in accordance with the appropriate provisions of this chapter.
An adverse fair hearing decision shall be reviewable pursuant to article
seventy-eight of the civil practice |aw and rules. State rei nbursenent
may be withheld for all or a portion of a local district's activities,
if the nulti-year services plan, annual inplenentation report, or
portions of either are disapproved.

(b) The comm ssioner of the office of children and fam |y services
shal | review and approve or disapprove the diversion services portion of



the plan jointly with the director of the office of probation and
correctional alternatives or any other successor agency or entity. The
requirenents for the portion of the plan and report regarding the

provi sion of diversion services shall be jointly established by the
commi ssioner of the office of children and family services and the
director of the office of probation and correctional alternatives or any
ot her successor agency or entity. The nulti-year services plan and where
appropriate the annual inplenmentation reports shall be based upon a
written understandi ng between the | ocal social services district and the
probati on departnment which outlines the cooperative procedures to be
foll owed by both parties regarding diversion services pursuant to
section seven hundred thirty-five of the famly court act, consistent
with their respective obligations as otherw se required by | aw

5. The commi ssioner shall promul gate regul ati ons concerning the tine
by whi ch:

(a) each local social services district shall submt its multi-year
services plan and annual inplenentation report;

(b) the comm ssioner shall, in witing, notify a |ocal district of
approval or disapproval of all or parts of such district's nmulti-year
services plan or annual inplenmentation reports; and

(c) each local social services district shall submt a revised version
of its multi-year services plan or annual inplenentation report, or
parts thereof.

6. (a) Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, the office of
children and famly services shall plan for the statew de
i npl enmentation, by the thirty-first day of Decenber, two thousand ei ght,
of the use by counties of a child and fam |y services plan that conbines
the nulti-year consolidated services plan required by this section and
t he conprehensive plan required by section four hundred twenty of the
executive law into a single plan.

(b) Al counties shall inplenment a county child and famly services
plan prior to or by the two thousand ei ght plan year in accordance with
a schedul e devel oped by the office of children and famly services and
shall continue to inplenent such a plan thereafter. Wth the approval of
such office, a county may inplenment such a plan before the date required



by such schedul e.

(c) The office of children and fam |y services may wai ve any
regul atory requirenents relating to the content and timng of nmulti-year
consol i dated services plans and annual inplenmentation reports that nay
i npede the ability of a county to inplenment a county child and famly
services pl an.

(d) Nothing in this subdivision shall be deenmed to affect county
pl anni ng requi renents under the nental hygi ene | aw.

7. (a) From nonies appropriated to the office of children and fam |y
services for the famly and children's services foster care and adoption
program the office shall give assistance to |ocal social services
districts to enable themto collect statistics and to describe the steps
bei ng taken regardi ng: the nunber of famlies needing preventive
services as provided for in title four of article six of this chapter
for which services are provided; the effectiveness of specific
preventive services in preventing unnecessary foster care placenents and
reducing the length of stay in foster care; the efforts made to prevent
unnecessary placenents; the use of the least restrictive settings and
the proximty of foster care placenents to the child' s honme; the use of
ki nship pl acenents; the placenent of siblings with one another at
initial placenent or as soon thereafter as possible; the nunber of
transfers of children in foster care placenents and the reasons for
those transfers; the nunber of famlies reunited in fulfillnent of the
child s service goal plan and the |ength of placenent prior to
reuni fication; the nunber of children prepared for independent |iving;

t he nunber of children with adoption as a service plan goal; the nunber
of children freed for adoption and the length of tinme taken to secure
term nations of parental rights; the nunber of children placed in
pre-adopti ve honmes and the nunber of adoptions conpleted and the |ength
of time taken to conplete them

(b) Such data submitted to the office of children and famly services
shal | be aggregated and submtted with a narrative report on these
children's services, to the governor and the najority | eader of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly on or before July first, two
t housand five and sem annually thereafter.



8. The comm ssioner of the office of children and famly services
shall, in conjunction with the comm ssioner of education, devel op nodel
practices and procedures for |ocal social services districts and school
districts regarding the reporting and investigation of educati onal
negl ect. Such nodel practices and procedures shall be available to
soci al services districts and school districts and shall be posted on
the office of children and famly services website and the state
department of education website by Septenber first, two thousand seven.
Each social services district shall, in conjunction with | ocal school
districts within its district, submt witten policies and procedures
regardi ng the reporting of educational neglect by each school district
Wit hin such social services district and the investigation of
educational neglect allegations by child protective services. Such
policies and procedures shall be submitted to the office of children and
famly services for review by January first, two thousand ei ght and the
of fice shall approve or disapprove such | ocal policies and procedures,
based upon the nodel practices and procedures established in conjunction
with the state departnment of education, within sixty days of subm ssion

9. (a) If a social services district proposes an anendnent to the
child care portion of its child and fam |y services plan that reduces
eligibility or increases the famly share percentage for child care
services such district nust: (i) no later than the first day the public
notice appears in a newspaper pursuant to subdivision three of this
section or the regulations of the office of children and famly
services, as applicable, promnently post on the district's website a
notice of the proposed anendnent describing the categories of famlies
whose cases will be inpacted; and (ii) at the tine the public notice is
subnmitted to the newspaper for publication in accordance with
subdi vision three of this section or the regulations of the office of
children and famly services, as applicable, provide a copy of such
notice to the office of children and fam |y services.

(b) If a social services district inplenments its process for closing
child care cases, as set forth in its approved child and famly services
plan, due to the district determining that it cannot nmaintain its
current casel oad because all of the available funds are projected to be
needed for open cases, the district nust: (i) no later than the day the



soci al services district begins to send individual notices to inpacted
famlies in accordance with subdivision eight of section four hundred
ten-w of this chapter, prom nently post a notice on their website that
states that such district is inplenenting the child care case cl osing
process set forth in its approved child and fam |y services plan and
t hat describes the categories of famlies whose cases will be cl osed;
and (ii) inmediately provide a copy of such notice to the office of
children and fam |y services.

(c) The office of children and fam |y services shall prom nently post
notices received pursuant to paragraphs (a) or (b) of this subdivision
on its website.



