8 34. Ceneral powers and duties of the conm ssioner. 1. The
commi ssi oner of social services shall be the chief adm nistrative
of ficer of the departnent.

2. Al the administrative and executive powers and duties of the
departnment shall be vested in the conm ssioner.

3. The comm ssi oner shal

(a) continue to have, exercise, and performthe functions, powers and
duties conferred by | aw upon the commi ssioner of social services;

(b) execute and issue the determ nations, decisions, orders, notices,
|l icenses and certificates of the departnment as may be required in the
exerci se and performance of the functions, powers and duties conferred
upon or vested in the departnment;

(c) take cogni zance of the interests of health and welfare of the
i nhabitants of the state who |ack or are threatened with the deprivation
of the necessaries of life and of all nmatters pertaining thereto;

(d) exercise general supervision over the work of all local welfare
aut horities;

(e) enforce this chapter and the regul ations of the departnent within
the state and in the | ocal governnental units;

(f) establish regulations for adm nistration of public assistance and
care within the state both by the state itself and by the | ocal
governmental units, in accordance with |aw,

(g) provide technical assistance, advisory and consultative services
to business, industry and | abor to encourage their sponsorship of day
care centers;

(h) in consultation with the departnment of education, the departnent
of health, the division for youth, the office for people with
devel opnental disabilities and the office of nental health, establish
gui delines for the acceptance by social services officials of notices
that children in foster care are at risk of educational placenents, as
provi ded for in subparagraph four of paragraph b of subdivision one of
section forty-four hundred two of the education |law. Such guidelines
shal |l be designed to assure that the social services district receiving
such a notice inquire into the educational needs of the child and the
ci rcunst ances of the foster care placenent, and to assure that the



soci al services district responds as appropriate to any request by a
commttee on special education to participate in the proceedi ngs of the
commi ttee;

(i) exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as nay be
required by | aw.

4. Notw t hstandi ng any inconsistent provision of the civil service
| aw, the conmi sioner may, if he finds that the chief executive officer
of any county or city social services departnment has failed properly to
performhis duties as required by law or rules and regul ati ons of the
departnment, present charges and specifications thereof to the appointing
of ficer or authority of such county or city social services district.
Such appointing officer or authority shall, upon receipt of such charges
or specifications give notice thereof to the chief executive officer of
the social services departnent and shall nake inquiry into the nerits of
such specifications at a hearing thereon. The comm ssi oner may present
hi s evidence at such hearing and reconmend renoval or other appropriate
sanctions. In the event the appointing authority finds the charges and
speci fications made by the com ssioner are substantiated, the appointing
officer or authority shall forthwith renove such chief executive officer
or apply other sanctions. Any deputy or other enployee of any such
of ficer may al so be renoved or sanctioned upon the recommendati on of the
commi ssioner, in the sane manner. Such renoval or other sanction may not
be appealed to a civil service conm ssion, but may be subject to review
pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil practice |law and rul es.
The provisions of this section shall not be deenmed to preclude the
exerci se of the power of renpval or sanction by the officer or authority
havi ng t he power of appointnent.

5. The commi ssioner or any official by himauthorized so to do

(a) may conduct any inquiry pertinent or material to the discharge of
the duties inposed upon himby |aw,

(b) is enpowered to subpoena wi tnesses, adm ni ster oaths, take
testi mony and conpel the production of such books, papers, records and
docunents as may be relevant to any such investigation.

6. The conm ssioner nay exercise such additional powers and duties as



may be required for the effective adm nistration of the departnent and
of the state system of public aid and assi stance.



