§ 336-a. Educational activities. 1. Social services districts shal
make avail abl e vocati onal educational training and educati onal
activities. Such activities may include but need not be limted to, high
school education or education designed to prepare a participant for a
hi gh school equival ency certificate, basic and renedi al educati on,
education in English proficiency, education or a course of instruction
in financial literacy and personal finance that includes instruction on
househol d cash nanagenent techni ques, career advice to obtain a well
payi ng and secure job, using checking and savi ngs accounts, obtaining
and utilizing short and long termcredit, securing a | oan or other |ong
term financing arrangenent for high cost itens, participation in a
hi gher education course of instruction or trade school, and no nore than
a total of four years of post-secondary education (or the part-tine
equi val ent). Educational activities pursuant to this section may be
offered with any of the follow ng providers which neet the perfornance
or assessnent standards established in regul ations by the conm ssi oner
for such providers: a community college, |icensed trade school
regi stered busi ness school, or a two-year or four-year coll ege;
provi ded, however, that such post-secondary education nust be necessary
to the attainnment of the participant's individual enploynent goal as set
forth in the enployability plan and such goal nust relate directly to
obt ai ni ng useful enpl oynent. Wen naki ng an assi gnnment to any
educational activity pursuant to this subdivision, such assignnment shal
be permtted only to the extent that such assignnment is consistent with
the individual's assessnent and enpl oynment plan goals in accordance with
sections three hundred thirty-five and three hundred thirty-five-a of
this title and shall require that the individual maintains satisfactory
academ c progress and hourly participation is docunented consistent with
federal and state requirenments. For purposes of this provision
"satisfactory academ c progress” shall nean having a cumul ative C
average, or its equivalent, as determ ned by the academ c institution.
The requirenent to naintain satisfactory academ c progress may be wai ved
i f done so by the academic institution and the social services district
based on undue hardshi p caused by an event such as a personal injury or
i1l ness of the student, the death of a relative of the student or other
extenuating circunstances. Participation in an educational and/or
vocational training program that shall include, but not be limted to,



a two-year post-secondary degree program which is necessary for the
participant to attain their individual enploynent goal and is likely to
| ead to a degree or certification and sustai ned enpl oynent, shall be
approved consistent with such individual's assessnent and enployability
plan to the extent that such approval does not jeopardize the state's
ability to conply with federal work participation rates, as determ ned
by the office of tenporary and disability assistance.

2. Wen a district contracts with a proprietary vocational school to
provi de vocational educational training to participants, not nore than
twenty-five percent of the approved duration of the program shall be
devoted to preparation for a high school equival ency diplona or
instruction in English for students with Iimted proficiency in English.
Partici pants needing instruction in basic literacy shall be referred to
basi ¢ education prograns. Instructors enpl oyed by proprietary schools to
prepare a participant for a high school equivalency certificate or for
education in English proficiency shall neet experience requirenents
established by the regul ations of the comm ssioner of education.

3. Wien a participant is assigned to an appropriate vocational
educational or educational activity and such activity is available at no
cost to the social services district through the school district or
board of cooperative educational services in which the partici pant
resi des or through anot her agency or organi zation provi di ng educati onal
services, the social services district shall refer the participant to
such district, board, agency or organization.

4. To the extent provided in paragraphs (a) through (d) of this
subdi vision and if resources pernmt, each social services official shal
assign to appropriate educational activities any participant who has not
obtai ned a high school diplom or its equivalent:

(a) I'n accordance with the provisions of this chapter, any such
partici pant who i s under age ei ghteen shall be required to attend
educational activities designed to prepare the individual for a high
school degree or equivalency certificate. Participants who are not
subj ect to conpul sory school attendance requirenents may be exenpted
fromthe requirenments of this paragraph under criteria established by



the departnent in consultation with the state education departnent and
consistent with federal |aw and regul ati ons.

(b) Any such participant who is age ei ghteen or nineteen shall be
assigned to educational activities, except that the district shal
assign such participant to enploynment and/or other activities under this
title if the district has determ ned that such alternative activities
are consistent with the participant's enployability plan and, pursuant
to departnment regul ations, there has been a determ nation by the
district based on such plan that educational activities are not
appropriate for such participant or that the participant has failed to
make good progress in such educational activities.

(c) Any such participant who is an adult in a two-parent famly and is
under age twenty-five nay be required to participate in educational
activities consistent with his or her enploynment goals set forth in the
enpl oyability plan.

(d) The social services official shall not assign a participant
described in this subdivision to any activities which interfere with the
educational activities assigned pursuant to such participant's
enpl oyability plan and described in this subdivision.

5. Any applicant for or recipient of public assistance pursuing
activities described in this subdivision shall not be assigned to any
other activity prior to conducting an assessnent and devel opi ng an
enpl oyability plan as prescribed in section three hundred thirty-five or
three hundred thirty-five-a of this title. Local social services
districts nmay periodically reevaluate a participant's enploynment plan
and make assignments to other work activities in order to neet
participation rates, giving due consideration to the participant's
progress in the current, and if applicable, prior program

6. Nothing required in this section shall be construed to supersede
the eligibility requirenents of teen parents as set forth in this
chapter.



