§ 335-b. Mandatory work requirenments. 1. Each social services district
shall nmeet or exceed the mininmumparticipation rate for recipients of
assi stance funded under the federal tenporary assistance for needy
famlies programparticipating in work activities as specified bel ow
wWith respect to famlies receiving such assistance. Each such district
shall al so nmeet or exceed the m ninum participation rates for househol ds
in which there is an adult who is receiving safety net assistance. Wrk
activities for which such rates apply are described in section three
hundred thirty-six of this title.

(a) Such rate for all famlies receiving assistance funded under the
federal tenporary assistance for needy fam lies program shall be as
follows: for federal fiscal year nineteen hundred ninety-seven,
twenty-five percent; nineteen hundred ninety-eight, thirty percent;
ni net een hundred ninety-nine, thirty-five percent; two thousand, forty
percent; two thousand one, forty-five percent; two thousand two and
thereafter, fifty percent. Such rates shall apply unless the state is
required to neet a different rate as inposed by the federal governnent,
in which case such different rate shall apply in accordance with a
nmet hodol ogy approved by the comm ssioner of the office of tenporary and
di sability assistance.

(b) Such rate for two-parent fam lies receiving assistance funded
under the federal tenporary assistance for needy fam |ies program shal
be as follows: for federal fiscal years nineteen hundred ninety-seven
and ni neteen hundred ni nety-eight, seventy-five percent; nineteen
hundred ni nety-nine and thereafter, ninety percent. Such rate shal
apply unless the state is required to neet a different rate as inposed
by the federal government, in which case such different rate shall apply
i n accordance with a met hodol ogy approved by the comm ssioner of the
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance.

(c) Such rate for households with dependent children in which there is
an adult or mnor head of household and which is receiving safety net
assi stance shall be fifty percent.

(d) Calculation of participation rates. The conmm ssioner of the office
of tenporary and disability assistance shall pronmul gate regul ati ons
whi ch define the participation rate calculation. Such cal culation for
famlies receiving assistance funded under the federal tenporary
assi stance for needy fam lies program pursuant to article IV-A of the



social security act shall be consistent with that established in federal
| aw.

(e) Mnimmwork hours. In order for individuals to be included in the
participation rates specified in this subdivision, such individuals nust
be engaged in work as defined intitle IV-A of the social security act
and in this section for a m ni num average weekly nunber of hours as
speci fied bel ow.

(i) For all famlies, if the nonth is in federal fiscal year: nineteen
hundred ni nety-seven and ni net een hundred ni nety-eight, twenty hours per
week; nineteen hundred ninety-nine, twenty-five hours per week; two
t housand and thereafter, thirty hours per week.

(ii) For two-parent famlies or househol ds wi thout dependent children,
in any federal or state fiscal year, thirty-five hours per week.

(iii) I'n the case of a two-parent famly receiving federally funded
child care assistance and a parent in the famly is not disabled or
caring for a severely disabled child, the individual and the other
parent in the famly are participating in work activities for a total of
at least fifty-five hours per week during the nonth, not fewer than
fifty hours of which are attributable to activities described in
par agraphs (a) through (h) and (1) of subdivision one of section three
hundred thirty-six of this title.

(f) Such rate for househol ds w t hout dependent children in which there
is an adult or mnor head of household and which is receiving safety net
assi stance shall be fifty percent.

2. Engaged in work for a nonth shall mean participating in work
activities identified in subdivision one of section three hundred
thirty-six of this title for the required nunber of hours specified in
this section provided, however, that at |east twenty hours of such
participation, or thirty hours for two-parent famlies, or fifty hours
for two-parent famlies receiving federally funded child care as set
forth in subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (d) of subdivision one of this
section, shall be attributable to the activities described in paragraphs
(a) through (h) and (l) of subdivision one of section three hundred
thirty-six of this title, or for househol ds w thout dependent children
at least twenty hours of participation shall be attributable to the
activities set forth in paragraphs (a) through (h) and (l) of



subdi vi si on one of section three hundred thirty-six of this title, and
further provided that participation in job search and job readi ness

assi stance as identified in paragraph (f) of subdivision one of section
three hundred thirty-six of this title shall only be determ ned as
engaged in work for a maxi mum period of six weeks, only four of which
may be consecutive as otherwise limted by federal |aw, and that
individuals in all famlies and in two parent famlies nay be engaged in
work for a nonth by reason of participation in vocational training to
the extent allowed by federal |aw. Any non-graduate student

partici pating or approved by CUNY, SUNY or another degree granting
institution, or any other state or |ocal district approved educati on,
training or vocational rehabilitation agency to participate in

wor k-study, or in internships, externships, or other work placenents
that are part of the curriculumof that student, shall not be
unreasonably denied the ability to participate in such prograns and each
hour of participation shall count toward satisfaction of such student's
work activity requirenments of this title provided that the district nmay
consi der, anong other factors, (a) whether the student has voluntarily
term nated his or her enploynent or voluntarily reduced his or her
earnings to qualify for public assistance pursuant to subdivision ten of
section one hundred thirty-one of this article; (b) whether a conparable
job or on the job training position can reasonably be expected to exi st
in the private, public or not-for-profit sector; (c) that the student
has a cumul ati ve C average or its equival ent, which may be wai ved by the
district for undue hardship based on (1) the death of a relative of the
student, (2) the personal injury or illness of the student, or (3) other
extenuating circunstances; and (d) whether the institution cooperates in
nonitoring students attendance and performance and reports to the | ocal
soci al services departnment nonthly on each student. Failure of the
institution to nonitor and report nonthly to | ocal social services
districts on attendance and perfornmance of the student's work study,

i nternshi p, externship or other work placenent shall be cause for the
departnment to reasonably deny the student's ability to participate in
such prograns. Students shall be subject to sanctions equivalent to

t hose associated with failure to adequately satisfy their other required
work activities. In assigning a non-graduate student participating in
wor k- st udy, internships, externships or other work placenents, pursuant



to this section, to other work activities the district shall nake
reasonabl e effort to assign the student to hours that do not conflict
with the student's academnm ¢ schedul e.

3. For purposes of determning nonthly participation rates under this
section, a recipient in a one parent famly who is the only parent or
caretaker relative in the famly of a child who has not attained six
years of age is deened to be engaged in work for a nonth if the
recipient is engaged in work for an average of at |east twenty hours per
week during the nonth.

4. For the purposes of this section, a recipient who is married or a
head of household and has not attained twenty years of age and who
mai nt ai ns satisfactory school attendance in accordance with federal
requi renents shall be deenmed to be engaged in work to the extent allowed
by federal |aw and regul ations.

5. (a) Each parent or caretaker of a child, when such parent or
caretaker is receiving public assistance, nmust be engaged in work as
established by the social services district in accordance with the
provisions of its local plan filed pursuant to section three hundred
thirty-three of this title.

(b) Each social services official shall ensure that each parent or
caretaker of a child, when such parent or caretaker is receiving
benefits under the federal tenporary assistance for needy famlies
program is required to be engaged in work as soon as practicable, but
no later than twenty-four nonths (whether or not consecutive) from
initial receipt of such assistance.

(c) Each social services official shall ensure that each parent or
caretaker of a child, when such parent or caretaker is receiving public
assi stance, is engaged in work as soon as practicable. Provided,
however, that such social services official shall ensure that each
parent or caretaker of a child under the age of five is provided with
i nformati on regardi ng hone visiting prograns which neet the criteria
established pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 711 in their area, and that such hone
visiting services may satisfy a portion of such individual's required
work activities.



(d) Each social services official shall ensure that each adult nenber
of a househol d wi thout dependents, when such household is receiving
public assistance is engaged in work as soon as practicabl e.

(e) Notwi thstandi ng any other requirenment of this section, individuals
in receipt of public assistance and who are work limted in accordance
Wi th section three hundred thirty-two-b of this title shall be assigned
to work activities in accordance with this title only if such
assi gnnent :

(i) is consistent with the individual's treatnent plan and is
determ ned to be appropriate by the social services official who is
satisfied that such person is able to performthe work assigned and that
such assignment will assist the individual's transition to
self-sufficiency. 1In the event that such assignnent is not part of the
i ndividual's treatnent plan, the individual shall be deened to be
engaged in work as defined in this subsection if he or she is conplying
with the requirenments of his or her treatnent plan.

(ii) where no treatnment plan exists, is consistent with the
i ndividual's nental and physical |imtations.

(f) The social services district shall comrunicate to the person
supervi sing the work assignnment of a work limted recipient any
limtations of the recipient.

6. Recipients of safety net assistance who are exenpt or work limted
pursuant to this title shall be determ ned to be engaged in work as
defined by departnent regul ation.

7. Notwi thstanding the participation rates set forth in subdivision
one of this section, for purposes of receiving the enhanced state
rei mbursenent for adm nistration of incone maintenance, food stanps, and
enpl oynment prograns as set forth in subdivision seventeen of section one
hundred fifty-three of this article, the district nmust neet a fifty
percent average nonthly participation rate for the foll owi ng categories
of households in a fiscal year: househol ds receiving assistance funded
under the federal tenporary assistance for needy famlies bl ock grant
programin which there is an adult or mnor head of househol d; and
househol ds with dependent children in which there is an adult or m nor
head of househol d and which is receiving safety net assistance and



paynment for which is used to neet the federally required naintenance of
effort for the tenporary assistance for needy famlies block grant;
provi ded, however, that in the first state fiscal year in which this
subdi vi si on shall have becone a | aw, the participation rate shall be
cal cul ated by averaging the nonthly participation rate for the period
from Cctober first, two thousand six to Decenber thirty-first, two

t housand six and for the second year, the participation rate shall be
cal cul ated by averaging the nonthly participation rate for the period
from Cctober first, two thousand six to Septenber thirtieth, two

t housand seven, and for each year thereafter, the participation rate
shal | be cal cul ated by averaging the nonthly participation rate for the
federal fiscal year



