§ 159. Safety net assistance. 1. Safety net assistance shall be
provided in anounts determ ned in accordance with article five and,
where applicabl e, section one hundred seventeen of this chapter in the
fol | owi ng nmanner.

(a) Cash assistance. Safety net assistance shall be granted in cash
provi ded, however, that where the granting of cash may be deened
i nappropriate by the social services district because of an inability to
manage funds, or because | ess expensive or nore easily controlled
alternati ve net hods of paynent are available, or in the case of vendor
paynments to | andl ords nade for individuals residing in public housing or
for simlar other reasons as established by departnent regul ations, or
where an individual has so requested, safety net assistance may be
granted in whole or in part by restricted paynent.

(b) Non-cash assistance. Safety net assistance paid as non-cash
assi stance shall be paid in the follow ng manner and in the foll ow ng
order:

(i) Shelter assistance. A district shall make a paynent for shelter by
di rect paynent, two-party check or other formof restricted paynent up
to the maxi mum anmount established by the departnent in regul ation,
provided that a district my nake a paynment for a recipient's assistance
i n excess of such maxi num at the request of the recipient. Paynents for
shel ter pursuant to this subparagraph shall be subject to the provisions
of section one hundred forty-three-b of this chapter. A district shal
make paynent for shelter by two-party check upon request of the
reci pi ent; provided, however, that the district may nmake a direct
payment whenever it finds that the recipient has persistently failed to
make paynment for rent w thout good cause as defined by regul ati ons of
the departnent. A district shall provide a recipient with proof of
payment pronptly upon request by the recipient.

(ii) Uility assistance. A social services district shall nake a
di rect paynent, a paynent by two party check or other formof restricted
paynment on behalf of recipients of safety net assistance who pay
separately for utilities. Paynment for utilities shall include paynent
for fuel for heating on behalf of recipients who are eligible for a fuel
for heating all owance pursuant to section one hundred thirty-one-a of
this article and the departnment's regul ations. Paynents for fuel for
heati ng shall not exceed the fuel for heating all owance except that a



district may nmake a paynent in excess of such anount at the request of
the recipient. A district shall provide a recipient with proof of
payment pronptly upon request by the recipient.

(iii) Personal needs allowance. To the extent avail able w thin paynent
anounts aut hori zed by sections one hundred seventeen, where applicabl e,
and one hundred thirty-one-a of this chapter, a social services district
shal | provide each household with a personal needs all owance equal to
twenty percent of the sumof the nonthly standard of paynent determ ned
i n accordance with the schedul e contained in paragraph (a) of
subdi vi sion three of section one hundred thirty-one-a of this article
and the appropriate anount of hone energy grant and suppl enental hone
energy grant as determ ned by the schedul es in subdivisions three-c and
three-d of section one hundred thirty-one-a of this article, for the
appropri ate househol d si ze.

(iv) OQther assistance. The renmi nder of the safety net assistance
shal |l be provided on a non-cash basis, provided that an appropriate
el ectronic benefit transfer systemis operating in accordance with
section twenty-one-a of this chapter in the social services district in
whi ch the recipient resides.

2. Persons eligible for safety net assistance because they are persons
described in paragraph (b) or (d) of subdivision one of section one
hundred fifty-eight of this title shall receive cash assistance, as
defined in subdivision one of this section, for two years in a lifetineg,
whet her or not consecutive, after the fourth day of August, nineteen
hundred ni nety-seven. On or after the first day of Decenber, nineteen
hundred ni nety-nine, persons who are eligible for safety net assistance
but who have received cash assistance for two years or nore shal
recei ve assistance only in the formof non-cash assi stance. A person may
recei ve cash assistance in excess of two years if the person is
otherwise eligible for safety net assistance but the social services
district in which the person resides has not yet inplenented a non-cash
assi stance program Persons who woul d otherwi se be eligible for cash
assi stance pursuant to this subdivision who are referred to treatnent
pursuant to section one hundred thirty-two of this article or reside in
a famly where an adult or head of household has been referred to
treatnment shall receive assistance in the form of non-cash assi stance.



3. Persons eligible for safety net assistance because they are persons
described in paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section one hundred
fifty-eight of this title shall receive assistance in the form of
non- cash assi stance.

4. Persons eligible for safety net assistance because they are persons
described in paragraphs (c), (e) and (f) of subdivision one of section
one hundred fifty-eight of this title shall receive assistance in the
form of non-cash assi stance.

5. Persons eligible for safety net assistance because they are persons
described in paragraph (g) of subdivision one of section one hundred
fifty-eight of this title shall receive cash assistance in the safety
net programfor two years in a lifetinme, whether or not consecutive,
after the fourth day of August, nineteen hundred ninety-seven. On or
after the first day of Decenber, nineteen hundred ninety-nine, persons
who are eligible for safety net assistance but have received cash
assistance for two years or nore in the safety net programshall receive
assistance only in the form of non-cash assi stance. A person may receive
cash assistance in excess of two years if the person is otherw se
eligible for safety net assistance but the social services district in
whi ch the person resides has not inplenmented a non-cash program

6. In calculating the period of cash assistance for new residents of
the state, periods in which they received reduced safety net assistance
benefits pursuant to section one hundred seventeen of this chapter shal
be included. In calculating the period of cash assistance, periods in
whi ch a recipient received federally funded refugee assistance shall be
i ncl uded.

7. (a) Notwi thstandi ng subdivisions two and three of this section,
adults eligible for safety net assistance who are exenpt fromthe
enpl oynment requirenments contained in title nine-B of this article
pursuant to section three hundred thirty-two of such article shal
recei ve cash assi stance, unless the adult has been determ ned to be
abusing illegal substances or engaged in habitual consunption of



al cohol .

(b) Notw t hstandi ng subdi visions two and three of this section, adults
eligible for safety net assistance who are also eligible to receive
conprehensi ve health care services through a special needs plan defined
i n paragraph (n) of subdivision one of section three hundred
sixty-four-j of this chapter shall receive cash assistance, regardless
of whether such a plan is operating in the district in which they
reside. An adult who would be eligible to receive such services through
such a special needs plan but for the application of paragraph (d) of
subdi vi sion three of section three hundred sixty-four-j of this chapter
shal | al so receive cash assi stance.

8. Social services districts shall provide non-cash assistance to
persons eligible for safety net assistance because they are persons
described in paragraphs (b) and (d) of subdivision one of section one
hundred fifty-eight of this title, who have received cash assistance for
two years or nore, on or after the first day of Decenber, nineteen
hundred ni nety-nine. Social services districts shall provide non-cash
assi stance for persons described in paragraph (a) of subdivision one of
section one hundred fifty-eight of this title on or after the first day
of Decenber, two thousand. However, social services districts shall not
i mpl ement subpar agraph (iv) of paragraph (b) of subdivision one of this
section until an appropriate electronic benefit transfer systemis
operating in the district.

9. Notw t hstandi ng subdi vi sion eight of this section or any other
i nconsi stent provision of this section, the departnment nay approve up to
five social services districts to provide non-cash assistance to persons
described in paragraphs (b), (d) and (g) of subdivision one of section
one hundred fifty-eight of this title who have received cash assi stance
for two years, beginning the first day of Decenber, nineteen hundred
ni nety-ei ght, provided that an appropriate el ectronic benefit transfer
systemis operating in the district.

10. Social services district providing safety net assistance to
persons receiving care as defined in paragraphs (c), (d) and (e) of
subdi vi sion three of section two hundred nine of the social services |aw



shal |l pay such facility at the rate provided for care and nai ntenance
under the suppl enental security inconme program for beneficiaries of that
programin the same facility, | ess the anount of any personal needs

al l owance included in the suppl enental security program |n addition,
soci al services districts shall provide such persons receiving safety
net assistance with a personal needs all owance in the anount included in
t he suppl enental security paynent |evel as a personal needs all owance
for recipients of that programresiding in the particular facility.

11. The provisions of section three hundred forty-nine-a of this
article, with respect to victins of donestic violence, shall apply to
applicants for and recipients of safety net assistance to the sane
extent as it applies to applicants for and recipients of famly
assi st ance.

12. To the extent allowable under federal |aw and to the extent that
the state has spending sufficient to exceed the federally required
mai nt enance of effort for the tenporary assistance for needy famlies
bl ock grant, the office of tenporary and disability assistance nmay
maxi m ze the state's work participation rate by targeting safety net
assi stance paynents utilized to neet the federally required naintenance
of effort for the tenporary assistance for needy famlies block grant to
safety net assistance cases that are not exenpt fromwork activities,
t hat have not been in sanction status for over three nonths, and that do
not include two parents who are eligible for assistance who live in the
same dwelling unit, or to other categories of cases, as defined by the
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance, that have no ot her
potential inpedinments to participating in countable federal work
activities.



