8§ 158. Eligibility. 1. A personis eligible for safety net assistance
who is financially needy as determ ned in accordance with title one of
this article and the regul ati ons pronul gated thereunder, is not in
sanction status for a program aut horized by this chapter and:

(a) resides in a famly which is ineligible for famly assi stance or
ot her assistance funded by the federal tenporary assistance for needy
famlies block grant because an adult in the fam |y has exceeded the
maxi mum durational limts on such assistance contained in section three
hundred fifty of this chapter, or

(b) is an adult who woul d otherwi se be eligible for fam |y assistance
except that he or she does not reside with a dependent child, or

(c) resides in a famly that would otherwi se be eligible for famly
assi stance except that at |east one adult or m nor head of househol d has
been determ ned in accordance with section one hundred thirty-two of
this article to be abusing illegal substances or engaging in the
habi t ual and excessive consunption of al coholic beverages, or

(d) is under the age of eighteen, not living with his or her child and
has no adult relatives with whomto reside, or

(e) resides in a famly in which a person required to submt to
screening or evaluation for use of illegal drugs or excess al cohol
consunption pursuant to section one hundred thirty-two of this article
refused to conply, or

(f) resides in a famly which includes a person disqualified from
recei ving assi stance pursuant to paragraph (f) of subdivision four of
section one hundred thirty-two of this article, or

(g) is aqualified alien who is ineligible to receive assistance
funded under the tenporary assistance for needy famlies bl ock grant
sol ely because of section four hundred three of the federal personal
responsi bility and work opportunity reconciliation act of 1996 (P.L.
104-193) or is a noncitizen who is permanently residing under col or of
|l aw but is not a qualified alien.

2. A person who shall be eligible for fam |y assi stance according to
the provisions of title ten of this article shall be granted fam |y
assi stance and while receiving such aid shall not be eligible for safety
net assi stance. A person who is receiving federal supplenental security
i ncome paynents and/or additional state paynents shall not be eligible



for safety net assistance. A person who is eligible for refugee cash
assi stance pursuant to the plan established pursuant to section three
hundred fifty-eight of this article shall not be eligible for safety net
assi stance. An applicant for or recipient of safety net assistance shal
be required, as a condition of eligibility for safety net assistance, to
sign a witten authorization allow ng the secretary of the federal
departnment of health and human services to pay to the social services
district his or her initial supplenental security incone paynent and

al l owi ng the social services district to deduct fromhis or her initial
paynment the anount of safety net assistance granted for any nonth for

whi ch he or she subsequently is determined eligible to receive

suppl emental security inconme benefits. For the purposes of this
subdivision the term"initial paynent" shall refer to the first paynent
of suppl enmental security inconme benefits after a person files an
application for benefits or after a person who has been term nated or
suspended fromeligibility for supplenental security income benefits
subsequent|y has been found eligible for such benefits. An applicant for
safety net assistance who reasonably appears to neet the criteria for
eligibility for federal supplenental security inconme paynents shall also
be required, as a condition of eligibility for safety net assistance, to
apply for such paynents and shall, if otherwi se eligible therefor, be
eligible for safety net assistance until he or she has received a
federal supplenental security inconme paynent. Further, if an applicant
for safety net assistance is required to apply for federal suppl enental
security paynents and i s deni ed, such person shall, subject to
departnment regulation, also be required as a condition of eligibility to
appeal his or her denial and exhaust his or her adm nistrative renedies;
such person shall remain eligible for safety net assistance, so | ong as
he or she otherwi se renains eligible while his or her appeal is pending.

3. A person shall not be eligible for safety net assistance who has
made a vol untary assignnment or transfer of property for the purpose of
qualifying for such aid. A transfer of property made within one year of
the date of application shall be presuned to have been made for the
pur pose of qualifying for such assistance.

4. Social services officials shall determne eligibility for safety



net assistance within thirty days of receiving an application for safety
net assi stance. Such officials shall notify applicants of safety net

assi stance about the availability of assistance to neet energency

ci rcunstances or to prevent eviction.

5. Application for or receipt of safety net assistance shall operate
as an assignnent to the state and the social services district concerned
of any rights to support that accrue during the period that a famly
recei ves safety net assistance fromany other person as such applicant
or recipient may have either on their own behalf or on behal f of any
other famly nmenber for whomthe applicant or recipient is applying for
or receiving assistance. Applicants for or recipients of safety net
assi stance shall be inforned that such application for or receipt of
such benefits will constitute such an assignment. Such assi gnnment shal
termnate with respect to current support rights upon a determ nation by
the social services district that such person is no |onger eligible for
safety net assistance, except with respect to the anmount of any unpaid
support obligation that has accrued during the period that a famly
recei ved safety net assistance.

6. In addition to other eligibility requirenents, each person who is
applying for or receiving assistance under this title, and who is
otherwi se eligible for assistance under this title, shall be required,
as a further condition of eligibility for such assi stance:

(i) to assign to the state and the social services district any rights
to support that accrue during the period that a fam |y receives safety
net assi stance from any other person as such applicant or recipient may
have either on their own behalf or on behalf of any other famly nenber
for whom the applicant or recipient is applying for or receiving
assi stance; and

(ii) to cooperate with the state and the social services official, in
accordance with standards established by regul ations of the office of
tenporary and disability assistance consistent with federal |aw and
regul ations, in establishing the paternity of a child born
out - of - wedl ock for whom assi stance under this title is being applied for
or received, in their efforts to | ocate any absent parent and in
obt ai ni ng support paynents or any other paynents or property due such



person and due each child for whom assi stance under this title is being
applied for or received, except that an applicant or recipient shall not
be required to cooperate in such efforts in cases in which the soci al
services official has determ ned, in accordance with criteria, including
the best interests of the child, as established by regul ations of the

of fice of tenporary and disability assistance consistent with federal

| aw and regul ati ons, that such applicant or recipient has good cause to
refuse to cooperate. Each social services district shall inform
applicants for and recipients of safety net assistance required to
cooperate with the state and | ocal social services officials pursuant to
the provisions of this paragraph, that where a proceeding to establish
paternity has been filed, and the allegation of paternity has been

deni ed by the respondent, there shall be a stay of all paternity
proceedi ngs and rel ated social services district proceedings until sixty
days after the birth of the child. Such applicants and recipients shal

al so be infornmed that public assistance and care shall not be denied
during a stay on the basis of refusal to cooperate pursuant to the
provi si ons of this paragraph.

7. As a condition of eligibility for the receipt of safety net
assi stance, every applicant for such assistance nust:

(i) sign an agreenment which provides that, if it is determ ned that
noney is owed to the social services district because of overpaynents of
safety net assistance to the applicant while a recipient of safety net
assi stance, the applicant agrees to repay any such noney that remains
due after the applicant ceases to receive safety net assistance; and

(ii) sign an assignnment of future earnings on a formprescribed by the
departnment to secure the repaynent of any noney that is determ ned,
after providing the opportunity for a fair hearing in accordance with
section twenty-two of this chapter, to be owed to the social services
district because of overpaynents of safety net assistance to the
applicant while a recipient of safety net assistance. The prescribed
formshall include the followi ng notice: "TH S AGREEMENT AUTHORI ZES THE
SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT TO RECOVER ANY OVERPAYMENT OF YOUR PUBLI C
ASS| STANCE BENEFI TS BY COLLECTI NG THE AMOUNT OF THE OVERPAYMENT DI RECTLY
FROM YOUR FUTURE WAGES. | F YOU FAIL TO MAKE THE PAYMENTS REQUI RED BY A
REPAYMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN YOU AND THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT, THE



SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT WLL FILE TH S AGREEMENT W TH YOUR EMPLOYER AND
RECOVER THE OVERPAYMENT DI RECTLY FROM YOUR WAGES. " In addition, the
assignment of future earnings and the enforcenent thereof nust conply
with all requirenments of article three-A of the personal property | aw
The social services district may file the assignnent of future earnings
with the enpl oyer of the assignor only if the assignor fails to nake
paynments of noney owed to the social services district in accordance
with the agreenent required in paragraph (i) of this subdivision.

8. No person who resides with his or her mnor child shall be eligible
for safety net assistance except as provided in subdivision one of this
secti on.



