8§ 145. Penalties. 1. Any person who by nmeans of a fal se statenent or
representation, or by deliberate conceal nent of any material fact, or by
i npersonati on or other fraudul ent device, obtains or attenpts to obtain,
or aids or abets any person to obtain public assistance or care to which
he is not entitled, or does any wilful act designed to interfere with
the proper adm nistration of public assistance and care, shall be guilty
of a m sdeneanor, unless such act constitutes a violation of a provision
of the penal law of the state of New York, in which case he shall be
puni shed in accordance with the penalties fixed by such law. Failure on
the part of a person receiving public assistance or care to notify the
soci al services official granting such assistance or care of the receipt
of noney or property or inconme from enploynent or any other source
what soever, shall, upon the cashing of a public assistance check by or
on behal f of such person after the receipt of such noney, or property,
or income, constitute presunptive evidence of deliberate conceal nent of
a material fact. \Whenever a social services official has reason to
bel i eve that any person has violated any provision of this section, he
shall pronmptly refer the facts and evidence available to himto the
appropriate district attorney or other prosecuting official, who shal
i medi ately eval aute the facts and evidence and take appropriate action.

2. The provisions of subdivision one of this section shall apply to
soci al services officials and enpl oyees, who shall also be subject to
renoval and shall be liable in an action brought by the county or city,
or by the state comm ssioner of social services, for the value of the
publ i c assistance inproperly granted to any person as a result of the
wi | ful wongful act of such official or enployee.



