§ 141. Burial of the dead. 1. (a) If a recipient of public assistance
or care or other person dies |eaving no funds or insurance sufficient to
pay the expense of his burial, the relatives who survive himwho were or
woul d have been responsi ble for his support, pursuant to section one
hundred one of this chapter, shall be responsible for such expense to
the extent that they are able to pay the sane in whole or in part; and
the public welfare official paying such expense or any part thereof my
recover all or part of the amobunts expended by himfrom such relatives,
who shall be severally and jointly |liable therefor in accordance with
their respective abilities.

(b) Except as otherw se provided the public welfare district, town or
city which was or woul d have been responsible for furnishing public
assi stance or care to the person while alive shall provide for the care,
renoval and burial of the body of a recipient of public assistance or
care who shall die, or of a person found dead in the public welfare
district.

2. If, when such provision is made by a public welfare district, town
or city, the deceased | eave no funds or insurance sufficient to pay the
expense of his burial and there are no known relatives, friends or
personal representatives liable or willing to beconme responsible for
such expense, the expense of such burial shall be a charge on such
public welfare district, town or city but the public welfare official
t hereof nmay recover the sane in whole or in part fromthe relatives of
t he deceased |iable therefor.

3. (a) Wien burial arrangenents for a recipient of public assistance
or care are nade by relatives or friends of the deceased and the expense
of such burial does not exceed the anount fixed by the appropriate
public welfare official or the |ocal appropriating body for simlar
burials in simlar circunstances, such public welfare official may:

(1) if such relatives or friends were required to pay the expense of
such burial in order to arrange the sanme, wholly or partly reinburse
them from assets transferred or assigned to such social services
official by or on behalf of the deceased recipient; but he shall not
reimburse a legally responsible relative of the deceased for any part of
t he amount paid by himwhich in the judgnment of such social services



official such relative is able to bear; nor shall such official expend
from such assets for such purpose nore than is permtted by or pursuant
to this section, other provisions of this chapter and regul ati ons of the
depart nent.

(2) pay part of the expense of such burial, if, and to the extent and
under the circunstances, permtted by his local policy, which shall not
be inconsistent with this chapter, and the regul ati ons of the
departnment; but in no case shall such social services official pay nore
than the balance renmaining to be paid after the total of the anounts
paid or to be paid by all other sources, including paynents nade or to
be made by such legally responsible relatives of the deceased as are in
t he judgnent of such official able to bear the sanme, is credited to and
deduct ed from such expense.

(b) I'n no case shall a public welfare official expend, pursuant to the
provi sions of this section or any other provision of this chapter, for
the burial of a recipient of public assistance or care, from assets
transferred or assigned to himby or on behalf of such recipient, an
anmount which shall be in excess of five hundred doll ars.

4. For purposes of this section, the term"recipient of public
assi stance and care" shall include persons receiving federal
suppl enmental security income benefits pursuant to title sixteen of the
federal social security act and/or additional state paynents pursuant to
title six of article five of this chapter.

5. Expenditures for burial nade by social services districts, cities
and towns pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall, if approved
by the departnent, be subject to reinbursenent by the state, in
accordance with the regul ations of the departnent to the extent of one
hundred per centumthereof in the case of needy Native Americans and
menbers of their famlies residing on a reservation within the state and
fifty per centumin all other cases, and such rei nbursenent shall be
claimed and paid in accordance with the procedure prescribed by and
pursuant to section one hundred fifty-three. However, only so nuch of
such an expenditure as does not exceed two hundred fifty dollars for
expenditures made prior to October first, nineteen hundred eighty-six,
four hundred dollars for expenditures made on and after October first,



ni net een hundred ei ghty-six and prior to April first, nineteen hundred
ei ghty-seven and ni ne hundred dollars for expenditures made on and after
April first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven shall be subject to

rei mbursenent by the state.

6. If an applicant for or a recipient of public assistance or care or
of medi cal assistance under section two hundred nine or three hundred
sixty-six of this chapter establishes an irrevocable trust for the
paynment of his or her funeral expenses, or those of a fam |y nenber,
under section four hundred fifty-three of the general business |aw, any
funds remaining in such trust after the paynent of all funeral expenses
nmust be paid over to the social services official responsible for
arranging for burials under this section in the |ocal governnent
subdi vi si on where the decedent resided.



