8§ 138-a. Responsibility of the departnent for recipients in famly
care. 1. Any inconsistent provision of this chapter or other |aw
not wi t hst andi ng, the departnent shall be responsible for furnishing
publ i c assistance and care to nentally di sabled persons residing in
famly care homes licensed by the office of nmental health or the office
for people with devel opnental disabilities who are admitted to such
facilities in accordance with regul ations of the office which |licenses
the facility. However, the departnment may, at its option, discharge such
responsibility, in whole or in part, through social services districts
designated to act as agents of the departnent. Wile so designhated, a
soci al services district shall act as agent of the departnent and shal
be entitled to reinbursenent as provided in section one hundred
fifty-three of this article.

2. The departnent shall possess and nay exercise |ike powers and
performlike duties in respect to the assistance and care of persons in
famly care as social services officials exercise and performin
relation to persons in their respective jurisdictions.



