§ 137-a. Exenption of earnings of recipients from assignnent, income
execution and install nent paynent order. 1. Al wages, salary,
comi ssi ons or other conpensation paid or payable by an enployer to a
person while he is in receipt of public assistance or care suppl enmentary
to his inconme pursuant to the provisions of titles three, four, five,
six and ten of article five of this chapter, or while he would ot herw se
need such assistance or care, shall be exenpt from assignnent, incone
execution or froman installnment paynent order under the laws of this
state but only so long as such public assistance or care, shall continue
or would be needed if the assignnent, inconme execution or installnent
paynment order were enforced. The claimof the creditor shall in al
ot her respects remain unaffected. Any enployer who shall w thhold or pay
over to a person presenting an inconme execution installment paynent
order or assignnment, any portion of the earnings of such a recipient of
publ i c assistance or care, after receiving notification in witing from
a social services official that the enployee is receiving public
assi stance or care, or that he would becone in need of public assistance
or care if the assignnent, income execution or installnent paynment order
were enforced, shall be liable in an action by such recipient for the
anount so paid or withheld contrary to the provisions of this section. A
soci al services official sending such notification to an enpl oyer shal
be required to notify the enployer, in witing, of the term nation of
such recei pt and need for public assistance and care of the enpl oyee
i nvol ved when this shall occur. Upon receipt of such notice of
term nation the enployer nmay comence or resunme, as the case nay be,
paynment and wit hhol di ng under any assi gnnent, income execution or
i nstal |l ment paynent order whose effectiveness was postponed or suspended
by this section.

2. As used in this section, "public assistance and care" shall include
federal supplenental security incone benefits paid pursuant to title
si xteen of the federal social security act and additional state paynents
pai d pursuant to title six of article five of this chapter.



