§ 136. Protection of public welfare records. 1. The nanes or
addresses of persons applying for or receiving public assistance and
care shall not be included in any published report or printed in any
newspaper or reported at any public neeting except neetings of the
county board of supervisors, city council, town board or other board or
body aut horized and required to appropriate funds for public assistance
and care in and for such county, city or town; nor shall such names and
addresses and the anount received by or expended for such persons be
di scl osed except to the comm ssioner of social services or his
aut hori zed representative, such county, city or town board or body or
its authorized representative, any other body or official required to
have such information properly to discharge its or his duties, or, by
authority of such county, city or town appropriating board or body or of
the social services official of the county, city or town, to a person or
agency considered entitled to such informati on. However, if a bona fide
news di ssem nating firmor organization nakes a witten request to the
soci al services official or the appropriating board or body of a county,
city or town to allow inspection by an authorized representative of such
firmor organi zation of the books and records of the disbursenents nade
by such county, city or town for public assistance and care, such
requests shall be granted within five days and such firm or organization
shal | be considered entitled to the information contained in such books
and records, provided such firmor organization shall give assurances in
witing that it will not publicly disclose, or participate or acqui esce
in the public disclosure of, the nanes and addresses of applicants for
and recipients of public assistance and care except as expressly
permtted by subdivision four. |f such firmor organization shall,
after giving such assurance, publicly disclose, or participate or
acqui esce in the public disclosure of, the nanes and addresses of
applicants for or recipients of public assistance and care except as
expressly permtted by subdivision four, then such firmor organization
shal | be deened to have violated this section and such viol ation shal
constitute a m sdeneanor. As used herein a news dissem nating firmor
organi zation shall nean and include: a newspaper; a newspaper service
associ ati on or agency; a nmgazine; a radio or television station or
systent a notion picture news agency.



2. Al conmunications and infornmation relating to a person receiving
publ i c assi stance or care obtai ned by any social services official,
service officer, or enployee in the course of his or her work shall be
consi dered confidential and, except as otherw se provided in this
section, shall be disclosed only to the conm ssioner, or his or her
aut hori zed representative, the comm ssioner of |abor, or his or her
aut hori zed representative, the commi ssioner of health, or his or her
aut hori zed representative, the welfare inspector general, or his or her
aut hori zed representative, the county board of supervisors, city
council, town board or other board or body authorized and required to
appropriate funds for public assistance and care in and for such county,
city or town or its authorized representative or, by authority of the
county, city or town social services official, to a person or agency
considered entitled to such information. Nothing herein shall preclude a
social services official fromreporting to an appropriate agency or
official, including | aw enforcenment agencies or officials, known or
suspected i nstances of physical or nmental injury, sexual abuse or
expl oitation, sexual contact with a mnor or negligent treatnent or
mal treatment of a child of which the official beconmes aware in the
adm ni stration of public assistance and care nor shall it preclude
comuni cation with the federal inmmgration and naturalization service
regarding the inmm gration status of any individual.

3. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent registration
in a central index or social service exchange for the purpose of
preventing duplication and of coordinating the work of public and
private agenci es.

4. No person or agency shall solicit, disclose, receive, make use of,
or authorize, knowingly permt, participate in, or acquiesce in the use
of, any information relating to any applicant for or recipient of public
assi stance or care for conmercial or political purposes. Nothing in
this or the other subdivisions of this section shall be deened to
prohi bit bona fide news nedia fromdi ssem nating news, in the ordinary
course of their Iawful business, relating to the identity of persons
charged with the comm ssion of crines or offenses involving their
application for or receipt of public assistance and care, including the



nanes and addresses of such applicants or recipients who are charged
with the comm ssion of such crinmes or offenses.

5. A social services official shall disclose to a federal, state or
| ocal | aw enforcenment officer, upon request of the officer, the current
address of any recipient of famly assistance, or safety net assistance
if the duties of the officer include the |ocation or apprehension of the
reci pient and the officer furnishes the social services official with
the nane of the recipient and notifies the agency that such recipient is
fleeing to avoid prosecution, custody or confinenent after conviction,
under the laws of the place fromwhich the recipient is fleeing, for a
crinme or an attenpt to conmt a crinme which is a felony under the | aws
of the place fromwhich the recipient is fleeing, or which, in the case
of the state of New Jersey, is a high m sdeneanor under the |aws of that
state, or is violating a condition of probation or parole inposed under
a federal or state law or has information that is necessary for the
of ficer to conduct his or her official duties. |In a request for
di scl osure pursuant to this subdivision, such |aw enforcenent officer
shal | endeavor to include identifying information to help ensure that
the social services official discloses only the address of the person
sought and not the address of a person with the sane or simlar nane.



