§ 131-s. Payments nade for utility service for recipients of public
assi stance benefits, supplenental security incone benefits or additional
state paynents. 1. In the case of a person applying for public
assi stance, supplenental security incone benefits or additional state
paynments pursuant to this chapter, the social services official of the
soci al services district in which such person resides shall, unless
alternative paynment or |iving arrangenents can be made, nake a paynent
to a gas corporation, electric corporation or nunicipality for services
provi ded to such person during a period of up to, but not exceedi ng,
four nmonths i mredi ately preceding the nonth of application for such
assi stance or benefits if such paynent is needed to prevent shut-off or
to restore service. Persons whose gross househol d i ncone exceeds the
publ i c assi stance standard of need for the sane size household must sign
a repaynent agreenent to repay the assistance within two years of the
date of paynment as a condition of receiving assistance, in accordance
with regul ati ons established by the departnent. Such repaynment agreenent
may be enforced in any manner available to a creditor, in addition to
any rights the district may have pursuant to this chapter

2. In the case of a person receiving public assistance, supplenental
security inconme benefits or additional state paynents pursuant to this
chapter, the social services official of the social services district in
whi ch such person resides shall, unless alternative paynent or |iving
arrangenents can be nmade, make a paynent to a gas corporation, electric
corporation or nmunicipality for services provided to such person for the
nost recent four nonths in which service was rendered prior to the
application for a utility paynment pursuant to this section, provided
that no such paynment shall be nade for services rendered nore than ten
nonths prior to the application for such a paynent, and provided further
t hat :

(a) such person does not have any funds to pay for such service and
such paynent is needed to prevent term nation or to restore service and
such person has fully applied his public assistance grant, if any, to
pur poses i ntended to be included in such grant, or

(b) such person in receipt of public assistance has made a witten
request of such official for an advance allowance for utility services
al ready received pursuant to departnent regul ations and has al so nade a



written request that his nonthly assistance grant be reduced by a
portion of the anmpbunt of the advanced all owance, in such anmounts as not
to cause undue hardshi p. Such paynent shall be in addition to any direct
payment or any guarantee of paynent for utility service for the nonth
for which tinely paynent may still be made. In no event nay any part of
such paynent subject to recoupnent be nmade unl ess the social services
official first determ nes under the particular circunstances that the
recipient is not entitled, at the tinme of requesting such paynent, to a
grant pursuant to titles one, three, eight or ten of this article or any
ot her provision of this chapter which could be utilized to cover all or
a portion to be advanced. |If during the period of recoupnent, the

reci pient becones entitled to a grant, pursuant to titles one, three,
eight or ten of this article or any other provision of this chapter,

whi ch could be utilized to cover all or a portion of the amount to be
recovered, such grant shall be so utilized.

3. If and for so long as a person who has received a grant pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section continues to receive public assistance
benefits, supplenental security inconme benefits or additional state
paynments, the social services official shall, to the extent authorized
by applicable provisions of this chapter and regul ati ons pronul gat ed
thereto, either:

(a) make paynents directly to the gas corporation, electric
corporation or nmunicipality for utility services furnished to such
person during a period in which such person has been determ ned unabl e
to manage his own financial affairs; or

(b) act as guarantor of paynent for the nonth in which the soci al
services official is advised of the nonpaynent and for such period of
time thereafter as nay be established by departnment regul ations to the
extent that such person fails to pay for utility services provided
during any such nonth. Such guarantee of paynent provided by the social
services official shall not extend for a period exceeding two years for
any person receiving public assistance, supplenental security incone
benefits or additional state paynents.

(c) Paynents made for recipients of public assistance pursuant to this
subdi vi si on shall be deenmed to be advance al |l owances subject to
recoupnent in accordance with departnment regulations. In no event nay



any part of such paynment subject to recoupnment be made unl ess the soci al
services official first determ nes under the particul ar circunstances
that the recipient is not entitled, at the tine of requesting such
paynment, to a grant pursuant to titles one, three, eight or ten of this
article or any other provision of this chapter which could be utilized
to cover all or a portion to be advanced. |f during the period of
recoupnent, the recipient beconmes entitled to a grant, pursuant to
titles one, three, eight or ten of this article or any other provision
of this chapter, which could be utilized to cover all or a portion of
t he amount to be recovered, such grant shall be so utilized.

(d) Whenever a public assistance recipient, for whom a guarantee of
paynment has been provi ded pursuant to this subdivision, ceases to
recei ve public assistance, the social services official shall notify the
gas corporation, electric corporation or nunicipality of the cessation
date in witing within fifteen days of such occurrence. In the case of a
reci pient of supplenmental security inconme benefits, the social services
official shall make such notification within fifteen days after
receiving official notice that the recipient's benefits have ceased. The
original terns and conditions of any guarantee nade pursuant to this
subdi vision shall remain in full force and effect only until the end of
any nonth in which the required notice is given.

4. The departnent shall establish by regulation the nmanner in which a
person receiving public assistance, supplenental security incone
benefits or additional state paynents pursuant to this chapter shal
advi se the appropriate social services official that paynent for utility
services furnished such person has not been made.

5. The social services official shall not make paynents pursuant to
this section with respect to any disputed anounts for utility service
furni shed for which a conplaint has been filed with the gas corporation,
el ectric corporation or nunicipality and no determ nati on has been
rendered by the gas corporation, electric corporation or nunicipality or
for which a conplaint has been filed with the public service conm ssion
and no determ nation has been nade except to the extent paynents are
required by the comm ssion or its staff pending resolution of the
di spute by the comm ssion. For purposes of applying the [imtation on



paynments pursuant to subdivision two of this section in any case in
whi ch such a conplaint has been filed with the public service

commi ssion, the date of any application made pursuant to this section
shall be deened to be the date on which the conplaint was fil ed,

provi ded such application is made no later than thirty days fromthe
date of resolution by the public service conm ssion.

6. Al nonies owed the gas corporation, electric corporation or
muni cipality by such person in excess of such paynent as nade by the
social services official pursuant to this section while such person is
in recei pt of public assistance, supplenental security incone benefits
or additional state paynents pursuant to this chapter may be reduced to
a judgnment, but shall be exenpt fromcollection for so | ong as such
person continues to receive or would becone in need of public
assi stance, supplenental security incone benefits or additional state
paynments if the collection was nade. The cl ai mof the gas corporation,
el ectric corporation or nunicipality shall in all other respects renain
unaf f ect ed.



