§ 131-p. G oup health insurance benefits; condition of eligibility.
Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her inconsistent provision of law and to the
extent perm ssible under federal |aw, any applicant for or recipient of
safety net assistance or fam |y assistance who is or becones enpl oyed
and whose enpl oyer provides group health insurance benefits, including
benefits for a spouse and dependent children of such applicant or
reci pient, shall apply for and utilize such benefits as a condition of
eligibility for safety net assistance or fam |y assistance. Such
applicant or recipient shall also utilize such benefits provided by
former enployers as |long as such benefits are avail able. The depart nent
shal|l promulgate regulations to determne the eligibility requirenents
of those applicants and recipients who have nore than one enpl oyer
of fering group health insurance benefits.

The provisions of this section shall apply to such applicants upon
their initial certification for fam|ly assistance or safety net
assi stance and to such recipients upon their recertifications for such
assi stance following the date on which this section becones effective.
The cost of prem uns paid by such applicants or recipients for such
coverage shall be deducted from such applicant's or recipient's earnings
as an expense incident to his or her enploynent.



