§ 131-a. Monthly grants and al | owances of public assistance. 1. Any
i nconsi stent provision of this chapter or other |aw notw thstanding,
soci al services officials shall, in accordance with the provisions of
this section and regul ati ons of the departnent, provide public
assi stance to needy persons who constitute or are nenbers of a famly
househol d, who are deternmined to be eligible in accordance with
standards of need established in subdivision twd. Provision for such
persons, for all itens of need, |ess any available incone or resources
whi ch are not required to be disregarded by other provisions of this
chapter, shall be nmade in accordance with this section. Such provision
shall be made in nonthly or sem -nonthly all owances and grants wthin
the limts of the schedul es included in subdivision three of this
section except for additional amounts which shall be included therein
for shelter, fuel for heating, additional cost of neals for persons who
are unable to prepare neals at honme and for other itens for which
specific provision is otherwise nade in article five. As used in this
section the term"shelter"” may include a grant not to exceed two
t housand five hundred dollars toward the purchase of an interest in a
cooperative. A social services official shall require assignnent of
recipient's equity in such cooperative housing in accordance with the
rul es of the board and regul ati ons of the departnent.

2. (a) Through June thirtieth, two thousand nine, the foll ow ng
schedul e shall be the standard of nonthly need for determ ning
eligibility for all categories of assistance in and by all soci al
services districts:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$112 $179 $238 $307 $379 $438

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of sixty dollars nonthly.

(a-1) For the period beginning July first, two thousand ni ne and
ending June thirtieth, two thousand ten, the follow ng schedul e shall be
the standard of nmonthly need for determining eligibility for al
categories of assistance in and by all social services districts:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d



One Two Thr ee Four Fi ve Si x
$126 $201 $268 $345 $426 $492

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of sixty-seven dollars nonthly.

(a-2) For the period beginning July first, two thousand ten and endi ng
June thirtieth, two thousand twelve, the follow ng schedul e shall be the
standard of nonthly need for determining eligibility for all categories
of assistance in and by all social services districts:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$141 $225 $300 $386 $477 $551

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of seventy-five dollars nonthly.

(a-3) For the period beginning July first, two thousand twel ve and
endi ng Septenber thirtieth, two thousand twelve, the follow ng schedul e
shall be the standard of nonthly need for determning eligibility for
all categories of assistance in and by all social services districts:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$150 $239 $317 $409 $505 $583

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of eighty dollars nonthly.

(a-4) For the period begi nning October first, tw thousand twel ve and
thereafter, the following shall be the standard of nonthly need for
determning eligibility for all categories of assistance in and by al
soci al services districts:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$158 $252 $336 $433 $534 $617

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of eighty-five dollars nonthly.

(b) I'n addition to the above, the standard of need shall i nclude
anounts for shelter and fuel for heating, anounts for hone energy



paynments (including anmounts for suppl enental honme energy grants),
anounts for additional cost of nmeals for persons who are unable to
prepare neal s at home and anounts for other itenms when required by

i ndi vi dual case circunstances for which specific provision is otherw se
made in article five of this chapter. For purposes of determ ning the
anmount to be included in the standard of need for shelter and fuel for
heating, to the extent that federal reinbursenent is avail able therefor,
social services officials shall include in the household any child who
has entered foster care pursuant to section three hundred eighty-four-a
of this chapter who was eligible for and in recei pt of assistance and
care as a nenber of the household in and for the nonth of entry into
foster care and for whomthe famly service plan, as defined in section
four hundred nine-e of this chapter, includes a goal of discharge to a
menber of the househol d.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or of any other |aw
or regulation to the contrary, on and after the effective date of this
par agraph, the anmount to be included in the standard of need for shelter
for an eligible tenant residing in city, state or federal public housing
shall be the greater of (i) the shelter allowance for public housing
prescri bed by regul ati ons of the departnment, (ii) the anbunt payabl e
pursuant to a nodified shelter allowance schedul e prescri bed by
regul ati ons of the departnment for the particular housing authority, or
(iii) an amount equal to fifty percent of the maxi mum shelter all owance
prescri bed by regul ati ons of the departnment for non-public housing
| ocated in the social services district in which the public housing is
| ocat ed. Conmenci ng one year after such effective date, such shelter
al | owance shall be the greater of (i) the shelter allowance for public
housi ng prescri bed by regul ations of the departnent, (ii) the anpunt
payabl e pursuant to a nodified shelter allowance schedul e prescribed by
regul ati ons of the departnment for the particular housing authority, or
(iii) an amount equal to seventy-five percent of the maxi num shelter
al | owance prescribed by regul ati ons of the departnent for non-public
housing | ocated in the social services district in which the public
housing is | ocated. Conmencing two years after such effective date, the
anount to be included in the standard of need for shelter for an
eligible tenant residing in city, state or federal public housing shal
be the maxi num shelter allowance prescribed by regul ati ons of the



departnment for non-public housing |ocated in the social services
district in which the public housing is | ocated.

(d) I'f by the application of the standard of need as provided for in
this subdivision the nonthly need of an individual or household is |ess
than ten dollars, such individual or household shall not be considered
in need of cash assistance but shall be deened to be a recipient of
assi stance for all other purposes including determning eligibility for
medi cal assistance and social rehabilitative services.

(e) The standard of nonthly need, when not a whole dollar anount,
shal | be rounded to the next |ower whole dollar anount.

3. (a) Through June thirtieth, two thousand nine, persons and famlies
determned to be eligible by the application of the standard of need
prescri bed by the provisions of subdivision two of this section, |ess
any avail abl e income or resources which are not required to be
di sregarded by other provisions of this chapter, shall receive maxi nmum
nonthly grants and all owances in all social services districts, in
accordance with the follow ng schedul e, for public assistance:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$112 $179 $238 $307 $379 $438

For each additional eligible needy person in the household there shal
be an additional allowance of sixty dollars nonthly.

(a-1) For the period beginning July first, two thousand ni ne and
endi ng June thirtieth, two thousand ten, persons and famlies determ ned
to be eligible by the application of the standard of need prescri bed by
t he provisions of subdivision two of this section, |ess any avail abl e
i nconme or resources which are not required to be disregarded by other
provi sions of this chapter, shall receive nmaxi rumnonthly grants and
all owances in all social services districts, in accordance with the
foll owi ng schedul e, for public assistance:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$126 $201 $268 $345 $426 $492

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an



addi ti onal anount of sixty-seven dollars nonthly.

(a-2) For the period beginning July first, two thousand ten and endi ng
June thirtieth, two thousand twel ve, persons and famlies deternmined to
be eligible by the application of the standard of need prescribed by the
provi si ons of subdivision two of this section, |ess any avail abl e incone
or resources which are not required to be di sregarded by ot her
provi sions of this chapter, shall receive nmaxi rumnonthly grants and
all owances in all social services districts, in accordance with the
foll owi ng schedul e, for public assistance:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$141 $225 $300 $386 $477 $551

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of seventy-five dollars nonthly.

(a-3) For the period beginning July first, two thousand twel ve and
endi ng Septenber thirtieth, two thousand twel ve, persons and famlies
determned to be eligible by the application of the standard of need
prescri bed by the provisions of subdivision two of this section, |ess
any avail abl e income or resources which are not required to be
di sregarded by other provisions of this chapter, shall receive maxi nmum
nonthly grants and all owances in all social services districts, in
accordance with the follow ng schedule, for public assistance:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$150 $239 $317 $409 $505 $583

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of eighty dollars nonthly.

(a-4) For the period begi nning October first, tw thousand twel ve and
thereafter, persons and famlies determned to be eligible by the
application of the standard of need prescribed by the provisions of
subdi vision two of this section, |ess any available incone or resources
whi ch are not required to be disregarded by other provisions of this
chapter, shall receive nmaxi rum nonthly grants and al |l owances in al
social services districts, in accordance with the foll ow ng schedul e,
for public assistance:



Number of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Fi ve Si x
$158 $252 $336 $433 $534 $617

For each additional person in the household there shall be added an
addi ti onal anount of eighty-five dollars nonthly.

(b) Notwi thstanding the provisions of this section or any other law to
the contrary, no paynent of public assistance shall be made for any
nonth if the amount of such paynent would be |less than ten dollars per
nont h.

(c) The anpbunt of the nonthly grant and al |l owance, when not a whole
dol I ar anmount, shall be rounded to the next | ower whole dollar anount.

3-c. Commencing July first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-one, persons and
famlies determned to be eligible by the application of the standard of
need prescribed by the provision of subdivision tw of this section,
shall receive a honme energy grant equal to the follow ng nonthly
anmount s:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$14. 10 $22.50  $30.00 $38. 70 $47.70  $55. 20
For each additional needy person in the household, there shall be added
an additional anmount of seven dollars and fifty cents.

3-d. Commenci ng January first, nineteen hundred eighty-six, for
persons and famlies deternmned to be eligible by the application of the
standard of need prescribed by the provisions of subdivision two of this
section, the anbunts set forth in paragraph (a) of subdivision three of
this section, after application of subdivision three-c of this section,
shall be increased by the follow ng amounts as a nonthly suppl enenta
hone energy grant:

Nunber of Persons in Househol d
One Two Thr ee Four Five Si x
$11 $17 $23 $30 $37 $42
For each additional needy person in the household, there shall be added
an additional armount of five dollars nonthly.



4. |If federal requirenents make it necessary to adjust any schedul e of
grants and al |l owances, or part thereof, the departnment shall make such
adj ustments but the adjusted schedule of grants and all owances shall not
exceed the schedul e of nonthly anobunts in subdivision two above.

5. Notwi thstanding any other provisions of this chapter or other |aw,
a social services official nmay make provisions for the following itens
and services: (a) replacenent of necessary furniture and clothing for
persons in need of public assistance who have suffered the | oss of such
items as the result of fire, flood or other |ike catastrophe, provided
provi sions therefor cannot otherw se be nmade;

(b) purchase of necessary and essential furniture required for the
establishment of a hone for persons in need of public assistance,
provi ded provision therefor cannot otherw se be nade;

(c) essential repair of heating equipnent, cooking stoves, and
refrigerators used by persons in need of public assistance in their
hones, provided provision therefor cannot otherw se be nade except that
repl acenent may be authorized when | ess expensive than repair;

(d) canp fees for a canp operated by a not-for-profit organization
corporation or agency, which has been issued an operating certificate by
the appropriate health official in whose jurisdiction such canp is
| ocat ed, when in the judgnment of the social services official it is
advi sable for the welfare of a child receiving fam |y assistance or
safety net assistance to attend such canp, provided, however, that funds
cannot be obtai ned from other sources and such assistance is not in
excess of maxi num fees as established by regul ations of the office of
tenporary and disability assistance; |ife insurance prem uns provided
the policy is assigned to the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance, or in cases where the recipient is aged, his or her life
expectancy is short, or he or she is deened uni nsurabl e;

(e) Provision of allowances as prescribed by regul ati ons of the
departnment to neet the needs of a pregnant wonan, beginning with the
fourth nonth of pregnancy which has been nedically verified.

(f-1) a one-tine benefit to public assistance recipients upon the
birth of a new child, as prescribed by regul ati ons of the departnent.

7. \Whenever a social services official finds that a recipient of



public assistance has failed to fully apply the anount allowed in his
grant for shelter to the paynent of rent for his housi ng accomodati ons,
unl ess rent is being withheld pursuant to | aw or court order, the social
services official shall furnish such recipient's shelter allowance in
the formof direct paynents to the owner of such housing acconmodati ons
or his or her designated agent.

8. (a) In determning the need for aid provided pursuant to the public
assi stance prograns, the follow ng incone earned during a nonth by
applicants for or recipients of such aid shall be exenpt and
di sregar ded:

(i) all of the earned inconme of a dependent child receiving such aid
or for whom an application for such aid has been nade, who is a
full-time student or part-tine student attending a school, college, or
university, or a course of vocational or technical training designed to
fit himfor gainful enploynent;

(ii) fifty percent of the earned income for such nonth of any
reci pi ent; provided, however, that such percentage anmount shall be
adjusted in June of each year to reflect changes in the nost recently
I ssued poverty guidelines of the United States Bureau of the Census,
such that a household of three w thout special needs, living in a heated
apartnment in New York city and w thout unearned incone woul d becone
ineligible for assistance with gross earnings equal to the poverty |evel
i n such guidelines;

(iii) fromthe earned i ncome of any child, applicant, recipient, or
relative applying for or receiving aid pursuant to such program or of
any other individual living in the same household as such relative and
chil d whose needs are taken into account in making such determ nation,
one hundred fifty dollars of the earned inconme for such nonth that
remai ns after application of subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph;

(v) the first one hundred dollars received in such nonth which
represent support paynents tinely paid in and for such nonth for one
child, and the first two hundred dollars received in such nonth which
represent support paynents tinely paid in and for such nonth for two or
nore children, and the first one hundred dollars received in such nmonth
whi ch represent support paynents tinely paid in and for each of any
prior nmonths for one child, and the first two hundred dollars received



i n such nmonth which represent support paynents tinely paid in and for
each of any prior nonths for two or nore children, in any househol d
applying for or receiving public assistance, including support paynents
collected and paid to the public assistance household by the soci al
services district;

(vi) in any cal endar year, all of the earned incone of a dependent
child receiving such aid who is a full-tinme student;

(vii) all of the income of a dependent child living with a parent or
ot her caretaker relative, who is receiving such aid or for whom an
application for such aid has been nade, which is derived from
participation in a programcarried out under the federal job training
partnership act (P.L. 97-300) or any successor act, provided, however,
that in the case of earned inconme such disregard nmust be applied for at
| east, but no |onger than, six nonths per cal endar year for each such
child.

(viii) any federal incone taxes refunded by reason of section
thirty-two of the Internal Revenue Code of nineteen hundred ei ghty-six
relating to the earned incone tax credit or any paynent by an enpl oyer
under section three thousand five hundred seven of such code relating to
advance paynent of the earned incone tax credit.

(ix) all of the incone derived fromparticipation in the sumer youth
enpl oynment program provi ded however, that such incone shall be exenpt
only for an individual who is not older than age twenty-four at the tine
of enrollment in the sunmer youth enpl oynment program and such di sregard
nmust be applied for the length of the individual's participation in such
program

(x) all of the income of a head of household or any person in the
househol d, who is receiving such aid or for whom an application for such
aid has been nade, which is derived fromthe health care and nental
hygi ene wor ker bonuses under section three hundred sixty-seven-w of this
article or under the chapter of the laws of two thousand twenty-two
whi ch added this subparagraph.

* (xi) Any financial assistance received by individuals as part of
their participation in a pilot programthat has devel oped a plan to
study and eval uate the inpact and potential benefits of direct cash
transfers. Such exenption and disregard shall be applicable for the
|l ength of tinme the individual participates in the program but not



| onger than sixty nonths.
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(xii) all of the earned inconme of a recipient of public assistance
that is derived fromparticipation in a qualified work activity or
trai ning programas determ ned by the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance, to the extent that such earned i ncone has not already been
di sregarded pursuant to subparagraph (vii) of this paragraph, provided
that the recipient's total income shall not be nore than two hundred
percent of the federal poverty |evel.

(xiii) once during the lifetine of a recipient of public assistance,
all of the earned income of such recipient will be disregarded foll ow ng
job entry, provided that such exenption of incone for purposes of public
assistance eligibility shall be for no nore than six consecutive nonths
fromthe initial date of obtaining such enploynent and that the
recipient's total incone shall not be nore than two hundred percent of
the federal poverty level. In the event a recipient noves fromone to
anot her social services district, this disregard shall follow the
reci pi ent.

(b) Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of paragraph (a) of this
subdi vi si on, there shall not be disregarded under subparagraphs (ii) and
(iii) of such paragraph any earned i ncone of any of the persons to which
subpar agraph (ii) of such paragraph applies if such person:

(i) termnated his enpl oynent or reduced his earned i ncone w thout
good cause, within a period of not |ess than seventy-five days, or such
ot her period of tinme as required by federal |aw or regulation, prior to
a determ nation of need for public assistance;

(ii) refused without good cause, within such seventy-five day period,
to accept enploynment in which he is able to engage, which is offered
t hrough the public enploynment office of the New York state departnent of
| abor or refused to accept enpl oynent otherw se of fered by an enpl oyer
if the offer of such enployer is determ ned by an appropriate soci al
services official to be a bona fide offer of enploynent; or

(iii) failed without good cause to nmake a tinely report to the
appropriate social services district of earned incone received in the
nonth a determ nation of need is nade.

(c) There shall not be disregarded under subparagraph (iii) of
paragraph (a) of this subdivision any earned i nconme of any of the



persons specified in subparagraph (ii) of such paragraph, if the incone
of such person was in excess of his or her need, unless such person
recei ved public assistance in one or nore of the four nonths precedi ng
the month of need determ nation.

9. In determning the eligibility of a child for public assistance and
t he amount of such assistance for any nonth there shall be taken into
consideration so nmuch of the income of such dependent child' s stepparent
living in the same household as such child as exceeds the sum of:

(a) the first seventy-five dollars of the total of the stepparent's
earned i ncome for such nonth, or such | esser anount as the depart nent
may prescribe in the case of a stepparent not engaged in full-tine
enpl oynment or not enpl oyed throughout such nonth consistent with federal
| aw and regul ati ons;

(b) the standard of need as contained in this section for a famly of
t he sane conposition as the stepparent and those other individuals
living in the same household as the child who are not applying for or
recei ving benefits and are clained by such stepparent as dependents for
pur poses of determ ning such stepparent's federal incone tax liability;

(c) anounts paid by the stepparent to individuals not living in such
househol d and cl ai ned by such stepparent as dependents for purposes of
determ ni ng such stepparent's federal personal incone tax liability; and

(d) paynents of alinmony or child support made by such stepparent with
respect to individuals not living in such househol d.

12. (a) No public assistance househol d having i ncome which, after
application of applicable disregards, exceeds the household standard of
need, because of the receipt in any nonth of a nonrecurring |unp sum of
earned or unearned incone, shall be eligible for public assistance for a
period equal to the full nunber of nonths derived by dividing (i) the
sum of the lunp suminconme and all other incone received in such nonth
whi ch is not excluded under subdivision eight of this section; by (ii)
the standard of need for a famly size which consists of the public
assi stance househol d plus any other individuals whose |unp sumincone is
consi dered avail able to such household. Any incone remaining fromthis
calculation is incone in the first nonth foll owi ng such period of
ineligibility.



(b) At any time after determining the period of ineligibility as
required in paragraph (a) of this subdivision, the social services
official shall recalculate the remaining period of ineligibility in such
ci rcunst ances and under such conditions as the departnent shal
prescri be by regul ation, subject to paragraph (c) of this subdivision
and consistent with federal |aw and regul ati ons.

(c) The social services official shall exclude fromany |unp sum
i nconme any anmounts which are exenpt and di sregarded as cash and |iquid
or nonliquid resources pursuant to section one hundred thirty-one-n of
this title and shall recal culate the period of ineligibility caused by
recei pt of a nonrecurring lunp sum of incone subject to this subdivision
to the extent that such incone is applied to any or all of the follow ng
wi thin ninety days of receipt: an autonobile needed for the applicant or
recipient to seek or retain enploynent or for travel to and from work
activities as defined in section three hundred thirty-six of this
chapter, a bank account or accounts, or a burial plot or plots, or a
funeral agreenent or agreenents, the values of which are exenpt and
di sregarded as a resource pursuant to section one hundred thirty-one-n
of this title.

13. Pursuant to regulations of the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance, public assistance eligibility shall, to the extent permtted
by federal |aw, not | apse solely by reason of the death of the adult
rel ative caretaker of a mnor child, until arrangenents are conpl eted
for the addition of the child to another public assistance househol d,
reclassification of the case, foster care or other appropriate financial
support. For purposes of subdivision eight of section one hundred
fifty-three of this article, safety net assistance given to such a child
during the first forty-five days after application therefor shall be
regarded as being given to neet energency circunstances.

14. In determning the need for aid provided pursuant to public
assi stance prograns, each person living with nedically diagnosed H V
i nfection as defined by the AIDS institute of the departnment of health
in social services districts with a popul ation over five mllion who is
recei ving services through such district's adm nistrative unit providing
H V/ Al DS services, public assistance and earned and/or unearned incone,



shall not be required to pay nore than thirty percent of his or her
nont hl y earned and/ or unearned incone toward the cost of rent that such
person has a direct obligation to pay; this provision shall not apply to
room and board arrangenents.

15. In determning the need for aid provided pursuant to public
assi stance prograns, each public assistance recipient living with
medi cal | y di agnosed H 'V infection as defined by the AIDS institute of
t he departnent of health in social services districts with a popul ation
of five mllion or fewer, at | ocal option and in accordance with a plan
approved by the office of tenporary and disability assistance, may not
be required to pay nore than thirty percent of his or her nonthly earned
and/ or unearned income toward the cost of rent that such person has a
direct obligation to pay; this provision shall not apply to room and
board arrangenents.



