8§ 131. Assistance, care and services to be given. 1. It shall be the
duty of social services officials, insofar as funds are avail able for
t hat purpose, to provide adequately for those unable to nmaintain
t hensel ves, in accordance with the requirenents of this article and
ot her provisions of this chapter. They shall, whenever possible,
adm ni ster such care, treatnent and service as nay restore such persons
to a condition of self-support or self-care, and shall further give such
service to those liable to beconme destitute as nay prevent the necessity
of their becom ng public charges.

2. It shall be the duty of social services officials, insofar as funds
are avail able for that purpose, to cooperate with the directors of state
department of nental hygiene facilities in order to assist patients
di scharged or about to be discharged fromnental hygiene institutions in
their transition to a condition of self-support and self-care in the
comunity.

3. As far as possible famlies shall be kept together, they shall not
be separated for reasons of poverty alone, and they shall be provided
services to maintain and strengthen famly life. In providing such
services, the public welfare official nmay utilize appropriate community
resources, including non-profit private agencies. Wenever practicabl e,
assi stance and service shall be given a needy person in his own hone.
The conmi ssioner of public welfare may, however, in his discretion,
provi de assi stance and care in a boarding hone, a honme of a relative, a
public or private hone or institution, or in a hospital.

4. For needy persons who are nenbers of a fam |y household, the
standard of need for determning their eligibility for public assistance
shall be as prescribed by section one hundred thirty-one-a of this
chapter and applicable federal requirenents. For needy persons who are
not nmenbers of a famly househol d, the departnent shall continue to
determ ne the standard of need for determning their eligibility for
publ i c assi stance pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and
applicabl e federal requirenents.

5. No public assistance shall be given to an applicant for or



reci pient of public assistance who has failed to conply with the
requi renents of this chapter, or has refused to accept enploynent in
whi ch he or she is able to engage.

5-a. The state comm ssioner of |abor, in cooperation with the
commi ssioner and with individual |ocal social services officials, is
her eby aut horized to | ocate jobs services personnel wherever
appropriate, in order to achieve the enpl oynent objectives of this
chapter. Local social services officials, in cooperation with the
conmmi ssi oner and the comm ssioner of |abor, are authorized to |ocate
soci al services personnel wherever appropriate, in order to achieve the
enpl oynment objectives of this chapter.

6. No individual who is under the age of eighteen and is not married,
who resides with and provides care for his or her dependent child or is
pregnant and otherwi se entitled to fam |y assistance shall receive
fam |y assistance for hinself or herself unless the individual,

i ndi vidual and child or pregnant wonan resides in a place of residence
mai nt ai ned as a hone by the individual's parent, |egal guardian or other
adult relative or in an adult-supervised supportive |iving arrangenent.
Wher e possi ble, any such benefits to be paid on behalf of such

i ndi vidual, individual and child or pregnant woman shall be provided by
the social services district to the parent, |egal guardian or other
adult relative with whom such individual, individual and child or
pregnant wonan resides. The requirenent to reside with a parent,
guardi an or adult relative shall not apply if (a) the individual has no
living parent, |egal guardian or other appropriate adult relative who is
l'iving or whose whereabouts are known or (b) no living parent or |egal
guardi an of such individual allows the individual to live in his or her
hone or (c) the individual or mnor child is being or has been subjected
to serious physical or enotional harm sexual abuse or exploitation in
the residence of the parent or guardian or (d) substantial evidence
exists of immnent or serious harmif such individual or dependent child
were to live in the sane residence with the individual's parent or |ega
guardian or (e) it is in the mnor child s best interests to waive such
requi renent with respect to the individual or mnor child, as determ ned
i n accordance with departnment regulations, consistent with federal |aw



and regul ations. Unless the individual's current |living arrangenent is
appropriate, an individual and his or her mnor child who are not

requi red hereunder to reside with a parent, guardian or adult relative
shall be required as a condition of assistance to reside in an adult
supervi sed supportive living arrangenent approved by the district in
accordance with standards set by the departnent and taking into account
t he needs and concerns of the individual, including but not limted to a
second chance hone or maternity hone. A "second chance hone" is a
facility which provides teen parents with a supportive and supervi sed
living arrangenent in which they are required to learn parenting skills,
i ncluding child devel opnent, fam |y budgeting, health and nutrition and
other skills to pronote |ong-term econom ¢ i ndependence and the
wel | -being of their children. Social services districts shall provide
adul t supervised supportive living arrangenents or assist individuals in
| ocating them If a child subject to the requirenments of this
subdi vi sion alleges facts which, if true, would render the requirenent
tolive with a parent, guardian or other adult relative inapplicable by
reason of paragraph (c) or (d) of this subdivision, a social services
district shall take no action to deny assistance under the authority of
this subdivision unless it has duly investigated in accordance with
section four hundred twenty-four of this chapter and made a contrary
finding. If a social services district denies assistance after a child
al l eges facts which, if true, would render this subdivision inapplicable
by reason of paragraph (c) or (d) of this subdivision, the applicant
shall be entitled to a fair hearing pursuant to section twenty-two of
this chapter held within thirty days of the request, if the request is
tinmely made.

7. a. Care, treatnment and service as provided in subdivision one of
this section may include, in accordance with applicable federal and
state requirenents, if any, nedical care, instruction and work training
to restore health, aptitudes and capabilities or devel op new aptitudes
and skills for the purpose of preparing individuals for gainful
enpl oynent .

b. A public welfare official responsible for the assistance and care
of a person who, in the judgnment of such official, is enployable or



potentially enpl oyable, nmay require such person to receive suitable

nmedi cal care and/ or undergo suitable instruction and/or work training.
Any such person who wilfully refuses to accept such nedical care,
refuses or fails to report for or cooperate in a program of instruction
and/or work training as required by the public welfare official, shal

be ineligible to receive public assistance and care. However, the
requirenents of this provision relating to instruction and work training
shall not apply in the case of a person who is not avail able for

enpl oynent by reason of age, health or other disability.

c. The provisions of this section shall not confer authority on a
social services official to provide instruction which is available
t hrough the public school system but regulations of the departnent my
make provision for such authority when special need therefor is
denonst r at ed.

8. This section shall be construed to require the enpl oynent of such
enpl oyees as may be necessary and qualified to performor provide the
speci ali zed services indicated by federal or state requirenents.

9. Upon determning that a person is eligible for any formor category
of public assistance, the social services official shall issue to any
such person to whom paynent is to be made, an appropriate paynent access
card, in a formapproved by the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance, which shall be used as the office of tenporary and
di sability assistance, by regulation, nay prescribe for inproved
adm ni stration.

10. Any applicant who voluntarily term nated his or her enploynent or
voluntarily reduced his or her earning capacity for the purpose of
qual i fying for public assistance or a |arger anmount thereof shall be
disqualified fromreceiving such assistance for ninety days from such
term nation or reduction, unless otherw se required by federal |aw or
regul ati on. Any applicant who applies for public assistance within
ninety days after voluntarily terminating his or her enploynent or
reducing his or her earning capacity shall, unless otherw se required by
federal |aw or regul ation, be deened to have voluntarily term nated his



or her enploynent or reduced his or her earning capacity for the purpose
of qualifying for such assistance or a | arger anount thereof, in the
absence of evidence to the contrary supplied by such person.

11. Social services officials are hereby authorized to furnish
assi stance which duplicates assistance already granted, but, unless
ot herwi se specifically required by the provisions of title eight of
article five of this chapter, (i) in no event shall such officials be
required to furnish such assistance and (ii) in no event shall state
rei mbur senent be avail able for such expenditures, provided, however,
that any paynent required by a court of conpetent jurisdiction shall be
subj ect to state rei nmbursenent.

12. Notwi t hstandi ng any provision of this chapter or other lawto the
contrary, no public assistance or food stanps shall be given to any
i ndi vidual during the ten-year period that begins on the date the
i ndividual is convicted in federal or state court of having made a
fraudul ent statement or representation with respect to his or her place
of residence in order to receive public assistance, nedical assistance
or food stanps sinmultaneously fromtwo or nore states or suppl enental
security income in two or nore states. The precedi ng sentence shall not
apply with respect to a conviction of an individual in any nonth
begi nning after the president of the United States grants a pardon with
respect to the conduct which was the subject of the conviction.

13. Social services districts shall provide all applicants and
reci pients of public assistance with children five years of age or |ess
with informati on and a schedul e regardi ng age-appropriate inmunizations
for children in accordance with the recommendati ons of the departnent of
heal t h. The tel ephone nunber of the |ocal county health departnent shal
be included on the imunization schedul e.

14. (a) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this chapter or other law to
the contrary, no public assistance shall be given to any individual who
is (i) fleeing to avoid prosecution or custody or conviction under the
| aws of the place fromwhich the individual flees for a crinme, or an
attenpt to commt a crine, which is a felony under the |Iaws of the place



fromwhich the individual flees or which, in the case of the state of
New Jersey, is a high m sdeneanor under the |aws of such state or (ii)
violating a condition of probation or parole inposed under federal or
state | aw.

(b) For purposes of this section, if and to the extent permtted by
federal |aw, a person shall be considered to be violating a condition of
probation or parole only if:

(i) he or she is currently an absconder from probation or parole
supervision and a warrant alleging such a violation is outstanding; or

(ii) he or she has been found by judicial determ nation to have
vi ol ated probation or by adm nistrative adjudication by the departnent
of corrections and conmunity supervision to have viol ated parol e.

Such person shall be considered to be violating a condition of
probation or parole only until he or she is restored to probation or
par ol e supervision or released fromcustody, or until the expiration of
t he person's maxi num period of inprisonnent or supervision, whichever
occurs first.

(c) A person considered to be violating a condition of probation or
parol e under this section shall include a person who is violating a
condition of probation or parole inposed under federal |aw.

(d) For purposes of this section, probation or parole shall include
condi tional release, wherever applicable.

15. Notwi t hstandi ng any provision of this chapter or other law to the
contrary, no public assistance shall be given to or for any mnor child
who has been or is expected to be absent fromthe hone of his or her
parent or other caretaker relative for a consecutive period of
forty-five days or nore without good cause as set forth in regul ations
of the departnent, nor shall any assistance be given to any parent or
ot her caretaker relative who fails to notify the social services
district of the absence of the mnor child within five days after it
becones clear to the parent (or relative) that the child will be absent
for a consecutive period of forty-five days or nore. Good cause shal
i ncl ude absence for placenent in foster care if the goal set forth in
the child service plan under section four hundred nine-e of this chapter
is the return of the child to a nenber of the household, or attendance



at school or hospitalization, if it is in the best interests of the
child to return home and return is expected within a reasonable tine.

16. If, in accordance with section one hundred fifty-eight, three
hundred forty-nine-b or other provisions of this chapter, the social
services official determ nes that an individual is not cooperating in
establishing paternity or in establishing, nodifying, or enforcing a
support order with respect to a child of the individual, and the
i ndi vi dual does not have good cause for such failure or is not otherw se
excepted from so cooperating in accordance with regul ations of the
departnment, the assistance given to the household shall be reduced by
twenty-five percent.

18. Notwi t hstandi ng any provision of this chapter or other law to the
contrary, no public assistance shall be given to any parent under the
age of eighteen, who is not married and has a mnor child twel ve weeks
of age or nore in his or her care and who has not successfully conpl eted
a high school education or its equivalent if such individual does not
participate in educational activities directed toward the attai nnent of
a high school diploma or its equivalent or an alternative educational or
training programdirectly related to enploynent and approved by the
soci al services district. No person shall be denied assistance under
this subdivision during any period of tinme in which enrollnment in
requi red educational activities is not avail able. Nothing herein shal
prohibit a social services district fromrequiring any person to work
toward attaining a secondary school diplonma or its equival ent unless
such person has been determ ned by a nedical, psychiatric or other
appropriate professional to lack the requisite capacity to conplete
successfully such a course of study.

19. When a recipient clainms that his or her system access devi ce has
been | ost, stolen, or destroyed, or that the security features of the
card have been conpronised, the |ocal social services district, subject
to reasonable terns and conditions set forth in departnent regul ations
and policies, shall provide the recipient with a replacenent card within
forty-ei ght hours exclusive of weekends and hol i days.



20. I n accordance with the provisions of this subdivision and the
regul ations of the office of tenporary and disability assistance, social
services districts shall nake all applicants for and recipients of
publ i c assistance aware of their option to receive an informati on packet
appropriate for victins of sexual assault. Such information packet shal
be made available to all individuals who denonstrate a need for or who
are interested in receiving services appropriate for victins of sexual
assault, and shall include referral and contact information for al
| ocal progranms that provide services to victinms of sexual assault
i ncluding, but not limted to:

(a) sexual assault exam ner prograns, including a list of any | ocal
hospital s offering sexual assault forensic exam ner services certified
by the departnent of health;

(b) rape crisis centers; and

(c) other advocacy, counseling, and hotline services appropriate for
victims of sexual assault.



