§ 111-c. Functions, powers and duties of social services officials.
1. Each social services district shall establish a single organizational
unit which shall be responsible for such district's activities in
assisting the state in the | ocation of absent parents, establishnment of
par ent age and enforcenent and col |l ection of support in accordance with
the regul ati ons of the departnent.

2. Each social services district shall:

a. obtain assignnents to the state and to such district of support
rights of each applicant for or recipient of public assistance required
to execute such an assignnment as a condition of receiving assistance;

b. report to the state all recipients of public assistance with
respect to whom a parent has been reported absent fromthe househol d;

c. obtain information regarding the incone and resources of absent
parents whose whereabouts are known, and shall have access to the
statenent of net worth filed pursuant to section four hundred
twenty-four-a of the famly court act and supporting docunentation in
any case where support collection services are being provided as may be
necessary to ascertain their ability to support or contribute to the
support of their dependents;

d. enforce support obligations owed to the state and to the soci al
services district pursuant to subdivision two of section one hundred
el even-b of this title; and di sburse anobunts coll ected as support
paynments in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and the
regul ati ons of the departnment, including the disbursenent to the famly
in receipt of public assistance of up to the first one hundred doll ars
for one child, and up to the first two hundred dollars for two or nore
children, collected as current support;

e. nmake periodic reports and perform such other functions in
accordance with the regul ations of the departnent as nmay be necessary to
assure conpliance with federal child support programrequirenents.



f. confer with a potential respondent, respondent or other interested
person in a proceedi ng under article four, five, five-A or five-B of the
famly court act in an attenpt to obtain support paynents from such
potential respondent or respondent;

g. obtain fromrespondent, when appropriate and in accordance with the
procedures established by section one hundred el even-k of this chapter,
an acknow edgenent of parentage or an agreenent to make support
payments, or both;

h. report periodically to consuner reporting agencies (as defined in
section 603(f) of the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U S.C. 168la(f))
i nformati on regardi ng past-due support owed by the parent ow ng support.
Such information nust be nade avail abl e whenever a parent who owes
past - due support, and shall indicate the name of the parent and the
anount of the delinquency. However, such information shall not be nade
avai lable to (i) a consuner reporting agency that the office determ nes
does not have sufficient capability to systematically and tinely nmake
accurate use of such information, or (ii) an entity that has not
furni shed evidence satisfactory to the office that the entity is a
consuner reporting agency. In determ ning whether a consumer reporting
agency |l acks sufficient capability to systematically and tinely make
accurate use of such information, the office nmay require such agency to
denonstrate its ability to conply with the provisions of section three
hundred ei ghty-j of the general business |aw and any other requirenents
the office may prescribe by regulation. A social services official, at
| east ten days prior to naking the information available to a consuner
reporting agency, nust provide notice to the parent who owes the support
i nform ng such parent of the proposed release of the information to the
consuner reporting agency and inform ng such parent of the opportunity
to be heard and the nethods avail able for contesting the accuracy of the
i nf or mati on.

3. Notwi thstanding the foregoing, the social services official shal
not be required to establish the parentage of any child born
out - of -wedl ock, or to secure support for any child, with respect to whom
such official has determ ned that such actions would be detrinmental to



the best interests of the child, in accordance with procedures and
criteria established by regul ati ons of the departnment consistent with
federal |aw

4. a. A social services district represents the interests of the
district in performng its functions and duties as provided in this
title and not the interests of any party. The interests of a district
shall include, but are not Iimted to, establishing parentage, and
establishing, nodifying and enforcing child support orders.

b. Notw t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |aw, the provision of child
support services pursuant to this title does not constitute nor create
an attorney-client rel ationship between the individual receiving
services and any attorney representing or appearing for the district. A
soci al services district shall provide notice to any individua
requesting or receiving services that the attorney representing or
appearing for the district does not represent the individual and that
the individual has a right to retain his or her own | egal counsel

c. A social services district may appear in any action to establish
parentage, or to establish, nodify, or enforce an order of support when
an individual is receiving services under this title.



