8§ 403-a. Proceedings for the comm tnment of the guardi anshi ps and cust ody
of infants; appointnment of guardians ad |item

1. The court shall appoint a guardian ad litemto represent an infant
in a proceeding for the comm tnment of the guardi anship and custody of
such infant brought pursuant to section three hundred ei ghty-four-b of
the social services law or in a proceedi ng where a revocation of an
adopti on consent is opposed under section one hundred fifteen-b of the
domestic relations | aw.

2. As used in this section, "guardian ad litenl refers to an attorney
admtted to practice law in the state of New York and desi gnated under
this section to represent infants in proceedings for the conmtnent of
t he guardi anship and custody of such infant brought pursuant to section
three hundred ei ghty-four-b of the social services |aw.

3. (a) The office of court adm nistration nmay enter into an agreenent
with a legal aid society for the society to provide guardians ad litem
for the surrogate's court in proceedi ngs brought pursuant to section
three hundred eighty-four-b of the social services lawin a county
having a | egal aid society.

(b) The appellate division of the suprenme court for the judicial
departnment in which a county is |ocated nmay enter into an agreenent,
subject to regulations as may be pronul gated by the adm nistrative board
of the judicial conference, with any qualified attorney or attorneys to
serve as guardian ad litemfor the surrogate's court in that county in
proceedi ngs brought pursuant to section three hundred eighty-four-b of
t he social services |aw

(c) The appellate division of the suprenme court for the judicial
departnment in which a county is |ocated nay designate a panel of
guardians ad litemfor the surrogate's court in that county in
proceedi ngs brought pursuant to section three hundred eighty-four-b of
the social services |law, subject to the approval of the adm nistrative
board of the judicial conference. For this purpose, it nmay invite a bar
association to recomrend qualified persons for consideration by such
appel late division in making its designation, subject to standards as
may be promul gated by such adm ni strative board.



4. (a) An agreenent pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision three of
this section may be termnated by the office of court adm nistration by
serving a notice on the society sixty days prior to the effective date
of the term nation.

(b) No designations pursuant to paragraph (c) of subdivision three of
this section may be for a termof nore than one year, but successive
designati ons may be made. The appel |l ate divi sion proceedi ng pursuant to
such paragraph (c) may at any tine increase or decrease the nunber of
guardi ans ad litem designated in any county and may rescind any
designation at any tine, subject to the approval of the office of court
adm ni stration.

5. (a) If the office of court adm nistration proceeds pursuant to
par agraph (a) of subdivision three of this section, the agreenent shal
provi de that the society shall be reinbursed on a cost basis for
servi ces rendered under the agreenent. The agreenent shall contain a
general plan for the organization and operation of the providing of
guardians ad litemby the respective |legal aid society, approved by the
adm ni strative board, and the office of court adm nistration may require
such reports as it deens necessary fromthe society.

(b) If an appellate division proceeds pursuant to paragraph (b) or (c)
of subdivision three of this section, guardians ad litem shall be
conpensat ed and al | owed expenses and di sbursenents in the sanme anounts
establ i shed by section seven hundred twenty-two-b of the county | aw.

6. The adm ni strative board of the judicial conference nmay prescribe
standards for the exercise of the powers granted to the appellate
di vi sions under this section and may require such reports as it deens
desirabl e.

7. The cost of guardians ad litemunder this section shall be payable
by the state of New York within the anmobunts appropriated therefor.

8. Upon an appeal in a proceedi ng brought pursuant to section three
hundred ei ghty-four-b of the social services |law, the court to which
such appeal is taken, or is to be taken, shall appoint a guardi an ad



litemto represent the infant, in accordance with the provisions of this
secti on.



