8§ 900. Definitions. The follow ng words and phrases as used in this
article shall have the followi ng nmeanings unless a different neaning is
plainly required by the context:

a. "Retirenent systent shall nmean the New York state and | oca
enpl oyees' retirenment system and the New York state teachers' retirenent
system

b. "State enployer"” shall nean the executive branch of the state, the
senate, the assenbly and joint |egislative enployers.

c. "Participating enployer"” shall nean an enployer, other than a state
enpl oyer, which participates in a retirenment system

d. "Eligible enployee", subject to the limtations of section nine
hundred two of this article, shall nean a nenber of a retirenent system
who is identified as eligible to receive the benefit enhancenents
provided for in this article upon election by a state enpl oyer pursuant
to section nine hundred one of this article; "eligible enpl oyee" of a
partici pati ng enpl oyer shall nean all enpl oyees, subject to the
limtations of section nine hundred two of this article. Notw thstanding
any other provision of lawto the contrary, the benefits provided herein
shall only apply to an eligible enployee who is a nenber of a retirenent
system as defined by subdivision a of this section.

e. "Active service" shall nmean (i) service while being paid on the
payroll; (ii) a |leave of absence with pay; (iii) other approved | eave
wi t hout pay; and (iv) any period of tinme between school terns and any
time between Septenber first, two thousand and October first, two
t housand for a teacher or other enployee enployed on a school -year
basi s.

f. "Cessation date" shall nean the beginning date of an eligible
enpl oyee's first payroll period conmencing on or after Cctober first,
two thousand, or the effective date as of which such enpl oyee becones
eligible for the benefits contained in subdivision b of section nine
hundred two of this article, or the date on which the eligible enployee



attains ten years of nenbership or, if earlier, ten years of credited
service, whichever is |atest.



