8§ 374. Procedure for retirenment. a. Every application for a retirenent
al | ownance or other benefit provided by this article shall be executed
and filed with the conptroller. Each such application shall contain such
i nformati on as the conptroller shall deem necessary.

b. The conptroller shall have exclusive authority to determ ne al
applications for any formof retirenment or benefit provided for in this
article. He shall exam ne into the facts of each such application, and
to that end, shall have full power and authority to:

1. Enpl oy experts and specialists, and

2. Require the attendance of the applicant and other w tnesses, and

3. Require the production of all books, papers, docunents and ot her
records pertaining to such inquiry, and

4. Admi ni ster oaths and take testinony.
The conptroller shall have the power to issue subpoenas, under his hand,
returnabl e anywhere in the state. Any such subpoena shall be served in
t he sane manner and have the sane force and effect as a subpoena issued
in an action pending in the suprene court.

c. After making his determi nation on any application the conptroller
forthwith shall mail a witten notice thereof to the applicant. Such
notice shall be mailed to the address given in such application.

d. At any tine within four nonths after the mailing of such notice,
the applicant or his counsel may serve a witten demand upon the
conptroller for a hearing and redeterm nati on of such application. After
the service of such demand, the conptroller shall hold a hearing upon
such application at which the applicant nmay be represented by counsel.
The conptroller shall have the same power upon such hearing as upon the
original application. After such hearing the conptroller shall make his
final determ nation. A copy thereof shall be nailed to the applicant and
his counsel, if any. Such final determ nation shall be subject to review
only as provided in article seventy-eight of the civil practice |aw and



rul es.

e. To aid himin passing upon applications for retirenment, the
conptroller shall use the nedical board appointed pursuant to the
provi sions of section seventy-four of this chapter. Such nedi cal board
shal | :

1. Arrange for and pass upon all nedical exanm nations required or
al | oned under the provisions of this article, and

2. Have full power and authority to investigate statenents and
certificates submtted by or on behalf of a claimnt in connection with
any application for accidental death benefit, disability retirenment or
restoration to service thereafter, and

3. Have full power and authority to adm nister oaths and require sworn
statenents and testinmony with respect to matters under its jurisdiction.
The conptroller may designate other doctors to conduct the nedical
exam nation required or allowed hereunder. The nedical board, in any
case in which it shall deemit advisable, may require any such doctor to
conduct any such exam nation and to report in witing his findings
thereon to the nedical board. The nedi cal board shall thereupon consider
such report. Upon conpletion of its exam nation in investigation and
after the consideration of the report, if any, of any such other doctor,
t he nedi cal board shall submt to the conptroller a report of its
findi ngs and proceedi ngs which shall include the report, if any, of such
ot her doctor. The report of the nedical board shall be admi ssible in
evi dence upon any hearing before the conptroller or in connection with
any exam nation or investigation conducted by himpursuant to this
article.

f. The conptroller, in any particular case, may designate one of his
deputies or any other person to performthe duties inposed upon him by
this section.

g. In connection with the proceedi ngs authorized by this section the
conptroller shall not be bound by conmon | aw or statutory rul es of



evi dence, or by technical or formal rules of procedure.



