§ 153. Sunmary plan description. 1. The head of each public
retirement systemshall prepare and publish a summary plan description
of any public enployee pension plan which is adm ni stered or maintai ned
by such system and of any material nodification or change in the terns
of such plan. The summary plan description shall include the information
requi red under subdivision two of this section. The sumary pl an
description, a summary of any material nodifications in the terns of the
pl an, and any other changes in the information required under this
section shall be furnished to nmenbers in the manner and to the extent
provi ded in subdivision three of this section. The summary pl an
description and any other sumrary descriptions required by this article
(including updates of summary plans and i nformati on concerni ng changes
and nodifications) shall be witten in a manner cal cul ated to be
under st ood by the average nenber and shall be sufficiently accurate and
conprehensive to reasonably apprise such nenbers of their rights and
obl i gati ons under the plan.

2. The sunmmary plan description shall contain the foll ow ng
i nformati on, and shall be updated at regular intervals to incorporate
any changes in such infornmation:

(a) the nanme and address of the head of the public retirenment system
whi ch admi ni sters such pl an;

(b) the plan's requirenments with respect to eligibility for
partici pati on or menbership and benefits;

(c) the plan's requirenents with respect to vesting of pension
benefits;

(d) the circunstances which may result in disqualification
forfeiture, ineligibility, or denial or |oss of benefits;

(e) the procedures to be followed in presenting clainms for benefits
under the plan and the renedi es avail abl e under the plan for the redress
of clains for benefits which are denied in whole or in part.

3. The head of each public retirement systemshall, in a manner to be
determ ned by the head of such retirenent system furnish to each nmenber
a copy of the summary plan description required by this section,

i ncluding all nodifications and changes thereto, within one year of the
time the individual is registered as a nenber. If there is a material



nodi fication or change, the head of the retirenent systemshall, in a
manner to be determ ned by the head of such retirenment system furnish a
sumary description of such nodification or change to each nenber or
beneficiary whose rights or benefits nmay reasonably be expected to be
affected thereby and to each retired nenber whose rights or benefits nmay
reasonably be expected to be affected thereby. Provided, however, that
where such nodification or change requires nmenbers, retired nenbers, or
their beneficiaries to nake a selection or file an application by a
certain date, such sunmary description shall be furnished to the
affected nmenbers, retired nenbers, or their beneficiaries not |ater than
si xty days before the final date for making such selection or filing
such application, unless such notice is inpracticable under the terns of
such nodi fication or change.



