8 467-n. Assessnent relief for disasters. 1. Definitions. For the
pur poses of this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng

nmeani ngs:
(a) "Eligible nunicipality"” shall nean a county, a city other than a
city with a population of one mllion or nore, a town, a village, a

school district, or a special district that has been inpacted by a ngjor
or local disaster.

(b) "Eligible property" shall nmean residential real property
consisting of three or fewer dwelling units that have been inpacted by a
maj or or | ocal disaster where at | east one of such units had been
owner - occupi ed i nmedi ately before such disaster occurred; provided,
however, that property that has been transferred to a new owner after
the occurrence of the major or |local disaster and prior to relief being
granted pursuant to this section shall not be considered eligible
property for purposes of this section whether or not it is
owner - occupi ed. Where the local |aw, ordinance or resol ution authorizing
the exenption explicitly so provides, the term™"eligible property" shal
al so include a small business as defined in section one hundred
thirty-one of the econom c devel opnent | aw, provided however, that such
el igible property nmust be occupied by the small business owner; and
provi ded further, that participating nmunicipalities may provide, via
| ocal | aw, ordinance or resolution, additional qualifications that a
smal | busi ness nust satisfy to receive the exenption provided for by
this section.

(c) "Inpacted tax roll"™ shall nmean the final assessnent roll that
satisfies both of the following conditions: (i) the roll is based upon a
t axabl e status date occurring prior to a ngjor or |ocal disaster; and
(ii) taxes levied upon that roll by or on behalf of a participating
muni cipality are payable without interest on or after the date of the
di saster; provided however, that the interest due from an individua
property owner inpacted by a major or |ocal disaster shall not inpact
such property owner's eligibility for relief pursuant to this section
and provided further, that the exenption provided for by this section
shall not affect interest or penalties due as the result of a
del i nquency.

(d) "Inproved val ue" shall nean the nmarket value of the real property
i mprovenents prior to the reduction in value resulting from damge



i ncurred to such inprovenents during a major or |ocal disaster
excl uding the | and.

(e) "Local disaster"” shall nean the occurrence or inmnent, inpending
or urgent threat of w despread or severe danmage, injury, or loss of life
or property resulting fromany natural or man-made causes, including,
but not limted to, fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, tornado, high
wat er, |andslide, nudslide, wind, storm wave action, volcanic activity,
epi dem c, di sease outbreak, air contam nation, terrorism cyber event,
bl i ght, drought, infestation, explosion, radiological accident, nuclear,
chem cal, biological, or bacteriol ogical rel ease, water contam nation,
bridge failure or bridge collapse, occurring in an area or region that
is proclaimed to be in a local state of emergency pursuant to section
twenty-four of the executive |aw, provided however, where damages
occurred between January 1, 2020 and six nonths after the effective date
of this section, a local disaster will be presuned to have occurred
pursuant to this paragraph regardl ess of whether or not a |ocal state of
energency was proclai ned pursuant to section twenty-four of the
executive law, if:

(i) the occurrence otherwi se confornms with the |ocal disaster
definition contained herein; and

(ii) the local law, ordinance or resolution that is adopted
aut hori zing an exenption pursuant to this section so declares a | ocal
di saster to have occurred during such period for purposes of this
secti on.

(f) "Major disaster"” shall nean the occurrence or inmnent, inpending
or urgent threat of w despread or severe danmage, injury, or loss of life
or property resulting fromany natural or man-made causes, incl uding,
but not limted to, fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, tornado, high
wat er, |andslide, nudslide, wind, storm wave action, volcanic activity,
epi dem c, di sease outbreak, air contam nation, terrorism cyber event,
bl i ght, drought, infestation, explosion, radiological accident, nuclear,
chem cal, biological, or bacteriol ogical rel ease, water contam nation,
bridge failure or bridge collapse, occurring in an area or region that
i s subsequently proclainmed to be inpacted by a state di saster energency
decl ared by the governor pursuant to section twenty-eight of the
executive law, or by a nmjor disaster or an energency declared by the
president of the United States pursuant to chapter sixty-eight of title



forty-two of the United States code.

(g) "Maxi mum benefit ceiling" shall nean the maxi num exenption from
real property taxes expressed in a dollar amount that an eligible
property nmay receive on each tax roll pursuant to this section, as
specified in the local |aw, ordinance or resolution authorizing the
exenption.

(h) "M ni mum damage floor"” shall nmean the m nimum | oss of assessed
value to an eligible property, expressed as a percentage of the total
assessed val ue | ost that nust be denonstrated in order for the property
to be eligible for an exenption pursuant to this section, as specified
in the local |aw, ordinance or resolution authorizing the exenption. A
participating nmunicipality shall not specify a m ni num danage fl oor
above fifty percent. Were a participating nunicipality does not specify
a m ni mum danage fl oor, the m ni num danmage fl oor shall be fifty percent.

(i) "Participating rmunicipality" shall mean an eligible municipality
t hat has passed a | ocal |aw, ordinance, or resolution to provide
assessnment relief to owners of eligible properties within such eligible
muni cipality pursuant to the provisions of this section.

(j) "Participating property” shall mean an eligible property in a
participating nmunicipality that is granted assessnent relief pursuant to
this section.

(k) "Total assessed value" shall mean the total assessed val ue of the
parcel prior to any and all exenption adjustnents.

2. Local option. (a) After a nmajor or |ocal disaster as defined by
this section, the governing body of an eligible nunicipality nmay
aut hori ze assessnent relief for eligible properties after conducting a
public hearing, by adopting a |ocal |aw, ordinance or, in the case of a
school district, a resolution adopting the provisions of this section.

(b) Such local law, ordinance or resolution shall identify the major
or local disaster or disasters to which it pertains, provided that no
such I ocal l|aw, ordinance or resolution shall apply to a major or |ocal
di saster that occurred prior to January first, two thousand twenty. Such
| ocal | aw, ordinance or resolution shall include a deadline by which
applications for relief pursuant to this section nust be submtted in
order to be considered. If no deadline is specified, such applications
may be submitted until the local |aw, ordinance or resol ution



aut hori zing the exenption is either repealed or anended to specify a
deadl i ne.

(c) Such local law, ordinance or resolution nmay al so specify a m ni num
damage floor and a maxi num benefit ceiling.

(d) Such local law, ordinance or resolution shall also specify how
many prospective tax years, if any, beyond the inpacted tax roll that
t he exenption shall apply for; provided however, that the exenption may
be provided for a maxi num of four prospective tax years follow ng the
i npacted tax roll; and provided further, that such local |aw ordinance
or resolution nmay provide for a distinct nunber of years the exenption
shal |l be provided applicable to each damage bracket.

(e) Such local |aw, ordinance or resolution shall also provide an
address to which assessors shall mail witten notice pursuant to
par agraph (d) of subdivision three of this section.

3. Assessnent relief for disaster victins in an eligible municipality.
(a) Notwi thstanding any provision of law to the contrary, where real
property is inpacted by a nmajor or |ocal disaster, and such property is
|l ocated within a participating nunicipality, assessnent relief shall be
granted as foll ows:

(i) If a participating nunicipality has elected to provi de assessnent
relief for real property that |ost at |east ten percent but |ess than
twenty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed
value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by fifteen
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the
participating municipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four
prospective tax years, as provided for by |ocal |aw, ordinance or
resol ution.

(ii) If a participating municipality has elected to provide assessnent
relief for real property that |ost at |east twenty percent but |ess than
thirty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed
value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by twenty-five
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the
participating nmunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four
prospective tax years, as provided for by |local |aw, ordinance or
resol ution.

(iii) If a participating nunicipality has elected to provide



assessnent relief for real property that lost at |east thirty percent

but | ess than forty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the
assessed value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by
thirty-five percent of the property's inproved val ue for purposes of the
participating nmunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four
prospective tax years, as provided for by |ocal |aw, ordinance or

resol ution.

(iv) If a participating nmunicipality has elected to provi de assessnent
relief for real property that |ost at |least forty percent but |ess than
fifty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed
value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by forty-five
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the
participating nmunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four
prospective tax years, as provided for by |ocal |aw, ordinance or
resol ution.

(v) If the property lost at least fifty but |ess than sixty percent of
its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed value attributable to
the i mprovenents shall be reduced by fifty-five percent of the
property's inproved val ue for purposes of the participating nmunicipality
on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective tax years, as
provi ded for by local |aw, ordinance or resol ution.

(vi) If the property lost at |east sixty but |less than seventy percent
of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed value attributable
to the inprovenents shall be reduced by sixty-five percent of the
property's inproved val ue for purposes of the participating nmunicipality
on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective tax years, as
provi ded for by local |aw, ordinance or resol ution.

(vii) If the property lost at |east seventy but |ess than eighty
percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed val ue
attributable to the i nprovenents shall be reduced by seventy-five
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the
participating nmunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four
prospective tax years, as provided for by |local |aw, ordinance or
resol ution.

(viii) If the property lost at |east eighty but |ess than ninety
percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed val ue
attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by eighty-five percent



of the property's inproved val ue for purposes of the participating
municipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective
tax years, as provided for by local |aw, ordinance or resol ution.

(ix) If the property lost at |east ninety but |ess than one hundred
percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed val ue
attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by ninety-five percent
of the property's inproved val ue for purposes of the participating
municipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective
tax years, as provided for by local |aw, ordinance or resol ution.

(x) If the property | ost one hundred percent of its inproved val ue due
to a disaster, the assessed value attributable to the inprovenents shal
be reduced by one hundred percent of the property's inproved val ue for
pur poses of the participating municipality on the inpacted tax roll, and
for up to four prospective tax years, as provided for by local |aw,
ordi nance or resol ution.

(xi) If an eligible property is declared uninhabitable by a | ocal
bui | di ng i nspector or condemmed by the participating nunicipality as a
result of a local or mmjor disaster, or the process for making such
decl aration or condemmation is initiated in a participating
municipality, in either case, due to health and safety concerns
resulting fromsuch disaster, irrespective of the mnimum damage fl oor
provided for in the local |aw, ordinance or resolution opting into this
section, the participating property shall receive a one hundred percent
exenption, subject to the maxi num benefit ceiling, on the inpacted tax
roll, and for up to four prospective tax years, as provided for by |ocal
| aw, ordi nance or resolution; provided however, that such exenption
shall apply only for the period during which such property is
uni nhabi t abl e or condemmed; and provided further, that this subparagraph
shall apply only if a local |aw, ordinance or resolution provides that
t hi s subparagraph shall apply.

(xii) The percentage loss in inproved value for this purpose shall be
determ ned by the assessor in the nanner provided by this section,
subject to review by the board of assessnent review.

(xiii) Where the assessed value of a property is reduced pursuant to
this section, the difference between the property's assessed val ue and
its reduced assessed val ue shall be exenpt fromtaxation. No reduction
i n assessed val ue shall be granted pursuant to this section except as



speci fied above. No reduction in assessed val ue shall be granted
pursuant to this section for purposes of any county, city, town,

vill age, school district, or special district that has not adopted the
provi sions of this section; provided however, that in the case of a town
special district or county special district, the town or county within
whi ch such district is established shall be authorized to pass a | ocal

| aw, ordi nance or resolution providing an exenption for the ad val orem

| evi es established by such district; and provided further, that for a
non-town or a non-county special district, such special district shall
retain the authority to opt into this section.

(b) To receive such relief pursuant to this section, a property owner
in a participating municipality shall submt a witten request to the
assessor on a formprescribed by the comm ssioner on or before the
deadline for applying for the exenption, as set forth in the |local |aw,
ordi nance or resolution authorizing the exenption. Such request shal
attach any and all determ nations by the Federal Enmergency Managenent
Agency, and any and all reports by an insurance adjuster, shall describe
in reasonabl e detail the damage caused to the property by the disaster
and the condition of the property follow ng the disaster, and shall be
acconpani ed by supporting docunentation, if available. In addition to
any and all determ nations by the Federal Energency Managenent Agency,
and any and all reports by an insurance adjuster, a honeowner nay
provi de evi dence of danage to the |ocal assessor as part of the
application, by subm ssion of any of the foll ow ng, provided that the
| ocal assessor nmay take the necessary steps to confirmthe validity of
such docunentation; and provided further, that such |local |aw,
ordi nance, or resolution passed pursuant to this section may specify
that any or all docunent categories shall be notarized:

(i) assessnent or reassessnment by the eligible county or rmunicipality;

(ii) private appraisal;

(iii) docunentation provided by such homeowner's insurance conpany;

(iv) docunentation provided by a public adjuster as defined in
par agraph two of subsection (g) of section twenty-one hundred one of the
i nsurance law, if a homeowner does not maintain a honmeowner's insurance
pol i cy;

(v) loss verification reports and other records produced by the smal
busi ness admi nistration office of disaster assistance;



(vi) photographi c and vi sual docunentati on;

(vii) affidavits and other sworn statenents; and

(viii) other governnment records and reports.

(c) Upon receiving such a request, the assessor shall make a finding,
after considering the totality of the evidence and docunentation
submtted by a honmeowner, as to whether the property lost at least fifty
percent of its inproved value or, if a participating nunicipality has
el ected to provide assessnent relief for real property that |ost a
| esser percentage of inproved val ue such | esser percentage of its
i nproved value, as a result of a disaster. The assessor shall thereafter
adopt or classify the percentage | oss of inproved value wthin one of
the foll owi ng ranges:

(i) at least ten percent but |ess than twenty percent, provided that
this range shall only be applicable if a participating nmunicipality has
el ected to provide assessnent relief for losses within this range;

(ii) at least twenty percent but less than thirty percent, provided
that this range shall only be applicable if a participating municipality
has el ected to provide assessnent relief for |losses within this range;

(iii) at least thirty percent but |less than forty percent, provided
that this range shall only be applicable if a participating municipality
has el ected to provide assessnent relief for losses within this range;

(iv) at least forty percent but less than fifty percent, provided that
this range shall only be applicable if a participating municipality has
el ected to provide assessnent relief for losses within this range;

(v) at least fifty percent but |ess than sixty percent;

(vi) at least sixty percent but |ess than seventy percent;

(vii) at least seventy percent but |ess than eighty percent;

(viii) at least eighty percent but |ess than ninety percent;

(ix) at least ninety percent but |ess than one hundred percent; or

(x) one hundred percent.

(d) On or before the thirtieth day after the deadline for filing of
applications for exenption pursuant to this section, the assessor shal
mail witten notice of such findings to the property owner and the
address for receipt of findings pursuant to the |ocal |aw, ordinance or
resol uti on passed by a participating nunicipality. The notice shal
indicate that if the property owner is dissatisfied with these findings,
such property owner may file a conplaint with the board of assessnent



review up until the date specified in such notice, which date shall be
the thirtieth day after the |ast date for the mailing of such notices.

If any conplaints are so filed, such board shall reconvene upon ten days
witten notice to the property owner and assessor to hear and determ ne
the conplaint, and shall mail witten notice of its determ nation to the
assessor and property owner within fifteen days of such hearing. The
provisions of article five of this chapter shall govern the review
process to the extent practicable. For the purposes of this section
only, the applicant may comence, within thirty days of nmailing of a
witten determi nation, a proceeding under title one of article seven of
this chapter or, if applicable, under title one-A of article seven of
this chapter. Sections seven hundred twenty-seven and seven hundred
thirty-nine of this chapter shall not apply.

(e) Where property has lost at least fifty percent of its inproved
value or, if a participating nmunicipality has elected to provide
assessnent relief for real property that |ost a | esser percentage of
i nproved val ue such | esser percentage, due to a disaster, the assessed
value attributable to the inprovenents on the property on the inpacted
assessnent roll shall be reduced by the appropriate percentage specified
i n paragraph (a) of this subdivision, provided that any exenptions that
the property may be receiving shall be adjusted as necessary to account
for such reduction in the total assessed value. To the extent the total
assessed val ue of the property originally appearing on such roll exceeds
the amount to which it should be reduced pursuant to this section, the
excess shall be considered an error in essential fact as defined by
subdi vi sion three of section five hundred fifty of this chapter. The
assessor shall thereupon be authorized and directed to correct the
assessnment roll accordingly or, if another person has custody or control
of the assessnent roll, to direct such person to nake the appropriate
corrections. If the correction is nade after taxes are |evied but before
such taxes are paid, the collecting officer shall be authorized and
directed to correct the applicant's tax bill accordingly. If the
correction is nade after taxes are paid, the authorities of each
parti ci pati ng rmunici pal corporation shall be authorized and directed to
i ssue a refund in the anount of the excess taxes paid with regard to
such participating nunicipal corporation.

(f) The rights contained in this section shall not otherw se dimnish



any other legally available right of any property owner or party who nay
otherwi se |awfully chal |l enge the valuation or assessnent of any real
property or inprovenments thereon. Al remaining rights hereby remain and
shall be available to the party to whom such rights woul d ot herw se be
avai l abl e notwi thstanding this section.

(g) No exenption may be granted to an eligible property pursuant to
this section if the owner of such eligible property has contributed to
such damage t hrough an intentional act.

4. School districts held harm ess. Each school district that is wholly
or partially contained within an eligible county shall be held harmnl ess
by the state for any reduction in state aid that woul d have been paid as
tax savings pursuant to section thirteen hundred six-a of this chapter
i ncurred due to the provisions of this section.



