§ 1530. County real property tax service agency; director. 1.
Sel ection and termof office. In each county that does not assess real
property for purposes of taxation, except a county wholly within a city,
there shall be a real property tax service agency. The head of such
agency shall be the director of real property tax services, who shal
have a six year termof office conmencing on Cctober first, nineteen
hundred seventy-one and on Cctober first of each sixth year thereafter.
The director shall be appointed by the |egislative body of the county
except that in a county in which heads of departnents are appoi nted by
t he county executive or county manager, such director shall be appointed
by such county executive or county nanager. Any resident of the state,
otherwi se eligible for appointnent as director of real property tax
services, nmay be appointed director of real property tax services.

l-a. In the event that a director of real property tax services,
appoi nted pursuant to the provisions of this section, is unable to
performthe duties of the office of director of real property tax
services or the office becones vacant, the appointing authority may by
resol uti on designate or appoint an acting director of real property tax
services. Were an acting director of real property tax services is
desi gnat ed or appointed pursuant to this section, the appointing
authority shall notify the comm ssioner within fifteen days of naking
such designation or appointnment. The acting director of real property
tax services shall function as director of real property tax services
until such tine as the director of real property tax services is able to
resune the position or until a replacenent is appointed. In the event an
acting director of real property tax services functions as director of
real property tax services for nore than six nonths, then such acting
director of real property tax services shall be required to neet the
m ni mum qual i fication standards and to obtain certification as required
by this title for persons appointed to the office of director of real
property tax services.

2. Cassification. The position of director of real property tax
services shall be classified in the nonconpetitive class of the civil
service, except where the county |egislative body determ nes the
position to be full-tinme and such body requests that the position be



classified in the conpetitive class.

3. Qualifications and training. a. Mninmum qualification standards.
The director of real property tax services shall be appointed on the
basis of his know edge of principles and nmethods relating to the
assessnent of real property and his executive and adm nistrative
experience. No person shall be eligible for appointnent as director
unl ess he nmeets the m ninmum qualification standards established for such
of fice by the conm ssi oner.

b. Required training. A person who takes office as director of real
property tax services shall conplete the basic course of training
prescri bed by the conm ssioner within four years after he or she
commences his or her termof office. The curriculum of such basic
trai ning course shall include but not be Iimted to assessnent
adm ni stration; the fundanentals of real property and | and apprai sal;
fundanmental s of tax mapping; mass apprai sal techni ques; industri al
apprai sal ; exenption adm nistration; tax collection and enforcenent; and
ot her topics relevant and inportant to assessing functions; provided,
however, any such person who successfully denonstrates to the
commi ssi oner satisfactory conpetence in the subject matter of the basic
course of training shall not be required to conplete the sane. Directors
of real property tax services shall, in addition to the basic course of
training, also conplete courses in a continuing training and educati on
program as shall be prescribed by the conm ssioner under the provisions
of this article.

c. Oientation. Wthin one nonth of commencing a termof office, any
county director who has not obtained comm ssioner certification pursuant
to this section shall attend a one day orientation course prescribed by
t he conmi ssioner. Such orientation course shall be designed to provide
t he prospective county director with a general know edge of the
responsibilities of the county director and a general understandi ng of
the appropriate state and | ocal government structure. No county director
shall continue in office or receive conpensati on where the comm ssi oner
determ nes that he or she has failed to file with the clerk of the
county a certificate of attendance of the orientation course.



d. Interimcertification. At |east once during each twelve nonth
period preceding the date by which the comm ssioner requires pernanent
certication pursuant to this section, each county director nust obtain
an interimcertification fromthe conmm ssioner. Such interim
certification shall evidence satisfactory progress in obtaining
per manent certification by successful conpletion of one or nore
conponents of the required training. The conm ssioner shall transmt
such interimcertificate to the county director and to the appropriate
county clerk for filing.

e. Failure to conplete required training. (1) Such director of real
property tax services shall not continue in office unless within the
applicabl e period specified in paragraph b of this subdivision, he or
she shall have filed with the clerk of the county a certificate of the
commi ssi oner stating that he or she has conpl eted the basic course of
trai ni ng and education prescribed by the conm ssioner. The county
director must also conplete prescribed courses in a continuing training
and education programas required in paragraph b of this subdivision.

(2) I'n the event a director does not file such statenent, interim
certificate, certificate, or a tenporary certificate issued pursuant to
t hi s paragraph, or does not conplete such prescribed courses in a
continuing training and educati on program the conm ssioner shal

conduct a hearing upon notice to the director and the clerk of the
county for which he serves. |If, after such hearing, the conm ssioner
finds that the director has failed to conply with the provisions of this
subdi vi si on, such appoi ntnent shall be revoked and the appointing
authority shall appoint a successor for the balance of the unexpired
term subject to all applicable provisions of this article. Such hearing
shall be conducted within the county for which the director serves no

| ater than thirty days after delivery of such notice. (3) In the event
that a director shall have been unable to enroll in or conplete such
basi ¢ course of training and education for reasons beyond his or her
control, the comm ssioner may issue a tenporary certificate enabling the
director to continue in office pending conpletion of such course at the
earliest date when such course is next avail able as specified by the
commi ssioner. The tenporary certificate shall be filed by the director



with the clerk of the county and shall permt the director to continue
in office for the period set forth therein. Upon the expiration of such
tenporary certification and after a hearing as herei nabove provided, the
appoi ntment of the director shall be revoked unless the director has
filed a certificate pursuant to this subdivision. The provisions of this
paragraph with respect to revocation of appointnment shall not apply to a
director if upon his or her appointnment or reappointnment the

commi ssioner certifies that he or she has conpleted the type of basic
course of training and education which is then prescribed for the
position to which he or she is appointed or reappointed.

f. Expenses in attending training courses. Notw thstanding the
provi sions of any other law, the travel and other actual and necessary
expenses incurred by a director or a person appointed director for a
forthcomng termin attending courses of training as required by this
subdi vi sion or as approved by the conm ssioner shall be a state charge
upon audit by the conptroller. Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions
of this paragraph, if the provider of a training course has asked the
commi ssi oner to approve the course for credit only, so that attendees
who successfully conplete the course would be entitled to receive credit
Wi t hout having their expenses reinbursed by the state, and the
commi ssi oner has agreed to do so, the travel and other actual and
necessary expenses incurred by such attendees shall not be a state
char ge.

4. Special provisions for certain counties. In a county which on
August first, nineteen hundred seventy has a county tax conmm ssion with
menbers who serve for five-year overlapping ternms and consisting of
menbers who are required to represent nore than one political party and
havi ng powers and duties which include a substantial part of the duties
assigned by this article to the director of real property tax services
and substantial additional duties with respect to real property
taxation, the chief adm nistrative officer of such comm ssion, whether
known as secretary or by sonme other title, shall exercise and perform
t he powers and duties assigned and i nposed upon the director of real
property tax services under this article, provided that the powers and
duties assigned to himwhich are the sane as the powers and duties



assigned to such conm ssion shall be exercised by himunder the general
direction of the conm ssion. Such chief adm nistrative officer shal

have the sane termof office as is prescribed in this article for a
director of real property tax services and shall neet all of the

requi renents provided by this article with respect to qualifications and
trai ning of persons holding the office of director of real property tax
services. Nothing in this article shall prohibit such county from
adopting a local law naking this article applicable to such county

Wi t hout regard to the provisions of this subdivision.



