8§ 104. Electronic real property tax admnistration. 1. Notw thstandi ng
any provision of lawto the contrary, the comm ssioner is hereby
authori zed to establish standards for electronic real property tax
adm nistration (E-RPT). Such standards shall set forth the terns and
condi tions under which the various tasks associated with real property
tax adm nistration nay be executed el ectronically, dispensing with the
need for paper documents. Such tasks shall include any or all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The filing of exenption applications;

(b) The filing of petitions for adm nistrative review of assessnents;

(c) The filing of petitions for judicial review of assessnents;

(d) The filing of applications for adm nistrative corrections of
errors;

(e) The issuance of statenents of taxes;

(f) The paynent of taxes, subject to the provisions of sections five
and five-b of the general nmunicipal |aw,

(g) The provision of receipts for the paynent of taxes;

(h) The issuance of taxpayer notices required by |aw, including
sections five hundred eight, five hundred ten, five hundred ten-a, five
hundred el even, five hundred twenty-five and five hundred fifty-one-a
through five hundred fifty-six-b of this chapter; and

(i) The furnishing of notices and certificates under this chapter
relating to state equalization rates, residential assessnent ratios,
speci al franchi se assessnents, railroad ceilings, taxable state |ands,
advi sory appraisals, and the certification of assessors and county
directors or real property tax services, subject to the provisions of
subdi vi sion five of this section.

2. Such standards shall be devel oped after consultation with |ocal
governnment officials, the office of court administration in the case of
standards relating to petitions for judicial review of assessnents, and
the office of the state conptroller in the case of standards relating to
paynments or taxes and the issuance of receipts therefor.

3. (a) Taxpayers shall not be required to accept notices, statenents
of taxes, receipts for the paynent of taxes, or other docunents
el ectronically unless they have so el ected. Taxpayers who have not so



el ected shall be sent such communications in the manner otherw se
provi ded by | aw.

(b) The governi ng board of any nunicipal corporation nmay, by |ocal
| aw, ordi nance or resolution, determine that it is in the public
i nterest for such nunicipal corporation to provide el ectronic real
property tax adm nistration. Upon adoption of such local |aw, ordinance
or resolution, such municipal corporation shall conply wi th standards
set forth by the conm ssioner.

(c) The standards prescribed by the conm ssioner pursuant to this
section relating to communi cations with taxpayers shall provide for the
collection of electronic contact information, such as e-mail addresses
and/ or social network usernanes, fromtaxpayers who have el ected to
receive el ectronic comuni cations in accordance with the provisions of
this section. Such information shall be exenpt from public disclosure in
accordance with section eighty-nine of the public officers |aw

4. \When a docunent has been transmitted el ectronically in accordance
with the provisions of this section and the standards adopted by the
commi ssi oner hereunder, it shall be deened to satisfy the applicable
| egal requirenents to the sanme extent as if it had been mailed via the
United States postal service.

5. (a) On and after January first, two thousand twenty, whenever the
commi ssioner is obliged by lawto nail a notice of the determ nation of
a tentative state equalization rate, tentative special franchise
assessnent, tentative assessnent ceiling or other tentative
determ nation of the conm ssioner that is subject to adm nistrative
review, the comm ssioner shall be authorized to furnish the required
notice by e-mail, or by causing it to be posted on the departnent's
website, or both, at his or her discretion. Wwen providing notice of a
tentative determ nation by causing it to be posted on the departnent's
website, the conm ssioner also shall e-nail the parties required by | aw
to receive such notice, to informthemthat the notice of tentative
determ nati on has been posted on the website. Such notice of tentative
determ nation shall not be deened conplete unless such enails have been
sent. Notw thstandi ng any provision of lawto the contrary, the
commi ssi oner shall not be required to furnish such notices by postal



mai |, except as provided by paragraphs (d) and (e) of this subdivision.

(b) When providing notice of a tentative determ nation by e-nmail or
posting pursuant to this subdivision, the conm ssioner shall specify an
e-mai |l address to which conplaints regardi ng such tentative
determ nation nay be sent. A conplaint that is sent to the comm ssioner
by e-mail to the specified e-mail address by the date prescribed by | aw
for the mailing of such conplaints shall be deenmed valid to the sane
extent as if it had been sent by postal nail.

(c) Wien a final determnation is made in such a nmatter, notice of the
final determ nation and any certificate relating thereto shall be
furnished by e-mail or by a website posting, or both at the
commi ssioner's discretion, and need not be provided by postal nail,
except as provided by paragraphs (d) and (e) of this subdivision. Wen
providing notice of a final determ nation by website posting, the
commi ssioner also shall e-mail the parties required by law to receive
such notice, to informthemthat the notice of final determ nation has
been posted on the website. Such notice of final determ nation shall not
be deenmed conpl ete unl ess such email s have been sent.

(d) I'f an assessor has advised the commi ssioner in witing that he or
she prefers to receive the notices described in this subdivision by

postal mail, the comm ssioner shall thereafter send such notices to that
assessor by postal mail, and need not send such notices to that assessor
by e-mail. The comm ssioner shall prescribe a formthat assessors nay

use to advi se the conm ssioner of their preference for postal mail.

(e) If the comm ssioner |earns that an e-mail address to which a
notice has been sent pursuant to this subdivision is not valid, and the
commi ssi oner cannot find a valid e-mail address for that party, the
commi ssi oner shall resend the notice to the party by postal nmail. If the
commi ssi oner does not have a valid e-mail address for the party at the
time the notice is initially required to be sent, the conm ssioner shal
send the notice to that party by postal nmil.

(f) On or before Novenber thirtieth, two thousand ni neteen, the
comm ssi oner shall send a notice by postal nmail to assessors, to chief
executive officers of assessing units, and to owners of speci al
franchi se property and railroad property, informng them of the
provi sions of this section. The notice to be sent to assessors shal
i nclude a copy of the form prescribed pursuant to paragraph (d) of this



subdi vi si on.

(g) As used in this subdivision, the term"postal mail" shall nean
mail that is physically delivered to the addressee by the United States
postal service.



