8§ 102. Definitions. Wien used in this chapter, unless otherw se
expressly stated or unless the context otherw se requires:

1. "Assessing unit" neans: (a) a city, town, or county with the power
to assess real property, unless the city, town or county is part of a
consol i dat ed assessing unit;

(b) a consolidated assessing unit; or

(c) a village as provided in section fourteen hundred two of this
chapter.

2. "Assessnent” neans a determ nation nade by assessors of (1) the
val uation of real property, including the valuation of exenpt real
property and (2) whether or not real property is subject to taxation or
special ad val orem | evi es.

3. "Assessors" nmean an el ected or appointed officer or body of
of ficers charged by law with the duty of assessing real property in an
assessing unit for the purposes of taxation or special ad val orem
| evies, for county, city, town, village, school district or special
di strict purposes.

4. "Board of assessnent review' neans the body of officers as
constituted by subdivision one of section five hundred twenty-three of
this chapter and, in the case of villages, by subdivision one of section
fourteen hundred eight of this chapter which is enpowered to hear and
determ ne conplaints in relation to assessnents.

4-a. "Chief executive officer"” nmeans (a) in the case of cities, the
mayor, except in cities having a city manager in which case it shal
nmean the city manager, (b) in the case of villages, the mayor and (c) in
t he case of towns, the supervisor

5. "Collecting officer” nmeans an el ected or appointed officer of any
muni ci pal corporation or special district authorized by law to receive

and col | ect taxes, special ad valoremlevies or special assessnents.

5-a. "Comm ssioner" neans the conm ssioner of taxation and fi nance.



6. "Conptroller"” nmeans the state conptroller

6-a. "Consolidated assessing unit" means an assessing unit established
pursuant to article sixteen of this chapter.

7. "County equalization agency" nmeans the board of supervisors,
commi ssioners of equalization or other county agency authorized by this
chapter or any other law to establish county equalization rates.

8. "County equalization rate" neans the percentage of full value at
whi ch taxable real property in a city or town is assessed as determ ned
by a county equalization agency for purposes of apportioning county real
property taxes.

9. "County treasurer” nmeans the chief fiscal officer of a county
charged by law with perform ng the duties of treasurer, by whatever nane
known or call ed.

9-a. "Infant” or "mi nor" neans a person who has not attained the age
of eighteen years.

9-b. "Departnent” neans the departnent of taxation and finance.

10. "Munici pal corporation"” nmeans a county, city, town, village or
school district.

11. "Parcel" neans a separately assessed |ot, parcel, piece or portion
of real property, except publicly owned bridges and | and used for
street, road, highway or parkway purposes. A parcel shall not be
bi sected by a mnunici pal corporation boundary |ine except that in a
speci al assessing unit a parcel nay be bisected by a school district or
vill age boundary |i ne.

12. "Real property", "property" or "land" nean and incl ude:
(a) Land itself, above and under water, including trees and
undergrowm h thereon and mnes, mnerals, quarries and fossils in and



under the sanme, except mnes belonging to the state;

(b) Buildings and other articles and structures, substructures and
superstructures erected upon, under or above the land, or affixed
thereto, including bridges and wharves and piers and the val ue of the
right to collect wharfage, cranage or dockage thereon

(c) Surface, underground or elevated railroads, and railroad
structures, substructures and superstructures, tracks and the netal
t hereon, branches, switches and other fixtures permtted or authorized
to be nade, laid or placed in, upon, above or under any public or
private street or place;

(d) When owned by a tel ephone conpany all tel ephone and tel egraph
lines, wires, poles, supports and inclosures for electrical conductors
upon, above and underground. For purposes of this paragraph the term
"real property" shall not include station connections and the term
"t el ephone conpany" shall nmean a conpany subject to regulation by the
public service comm ssion which provides, to the general public within
its | ocal exchange area, non-cellular switched | ocal exchange tel ephone
service at the points of origination and term nation of the signal.

(e) Mains, pipes and tanks permtted or authorized to be made, laid or
pl aced in, upon, above or under any public or private street or place
for conducting steam heat, water, oil, electricity or any property,
substance or product capable of transportation or conveyance therein or
that is protected thereby;

(f) Boilers, ventilating apparatus, elevators, plunbing, heating,
|l i ghting and power generating apparatus, shafting other than
counter-shafting and equi prrent for the distribution of heat, |ight,
power, gases and |liquids, but shall not include novabl e machinery or
equi pnent consisting of structures or erections to the operation of
whi ch machinery is essential, owned by a corporation taxabl e under
article nine-a of the tax law, used for trade or manufacture and not
essential for the support of the building, structure or superstructure,
and renovabl e without material injury thereto;

(g) Forns of housing adaptable to notivation by a power connected
thereto, comonly called "trailers"” or "nobile honmes”, which are or can
be used for residential, business, comercial or office purposes, except
those (1) located within the boundaries of an assessing unit for |ess
t han sixty days, (2) unoccupied and for sale or (3) "recreational



vehi cl es" that are four hundred square feet or less in size, self
propel l ed or towable by an autonobile or light duty truck and used as
tenporary living quarters for recreational, canping, travel or seasona
use. The value of any trailer or nobile hone shall be included in the
assessnment of the land on which it is |ocated; provided, however, that
if either the trailer or nobile home or the land on which it is |ocated
is entitled to any exenption pursuant to article four of this chapter,
ot her than the exenption authorized by section four hundred twenty-five
of this chapter, such trailer or nobile honme shall be separately
assessed in the nane of the owner thereof;

(h) Special franchises as defined in subdivision seventeen of this
secti on.

(i) When owned by other than a tel ephone conpany as such termis
defined in paragraph (d) hereof, all lines, wires, poles, supports and
i nclosures for electrical conductors upon, above and underground used in
connection with the transm ssion or switching of electronagnetic voice,
vi deo and data signals between different entities separated by air,
street or other public donain, except that such property shall not
i nclude: (A) station connections; (B) fire and surveillance alarm system
property; (C) such property used in the transm ssion of news wire
services; and (D) such property used in the transm ssion of news or
entertai nment radio, television or cable television signals for
i mmedi ate, delayed or ultinmate exhibition to the public, whether or not
a fee is charged therefor

(j) Spent fuel pools and dry cask storage systens in which nucl ear
fuel is stored and is pending further or final disposal froma nucl ear
power station follow ng the pernmanent cessation of power operations of
such stati on.

12-a. "Reval uation", "reassessnment" or "update" nmeans a systematic
review of the assessnents of all |ocally assessed properties, valued as
of the valuation date of the assessnent roll containing those
assessnents, to attain conpliance with the standard of assessnent set
forth in subdivision two of section three hundred five of this chapter.

13. "School authorities" nmean the board of education, trustees or
correspondi ng of ficers, whether one or nore, of a school district.



14. "Special ad valorem|evy" means a charge inposed upon benefited
real property in the sanme nmanner and at the sane tinme as taxes for
muni ci pal purposes to defray the cost, including operation and
mai nt enance, of a special district inprovenent or service, but not
i ncl udi ng any charge i nposed by or on behalf of a city or village.

15. "Speci al assessnment” nmeans a charge i nposed upon benefited real
property in proportion to the benefit received by such property to
defray the cost, including operation and nai ntenance, of a speci al
district inprovenent or service or of a special inprovenment or service,
but does not include a special ad val orem| evy.

16. "Special district" nmeans a town or county inprovenent district,
district corporation or other district established for the purpose of
carrying on, performng or financing one or nore inprovenents or
services intended to benefit the health, welfare, safety or conveni ence
of the inhabitants of such district or to benefit the real property
Wi thin such district, and in which real property is subject to special
ad valorem | evies or special assessnments for the purposes for which such
di strict was established.

17. "Special franchise" neans the franchise, right, authority or
perm ssion to construct, maintain or operate in, under, above, upon or
t hrough any public street, highway, water or other public place mains,
pi pes, tanks, conduits, wires or transformers, with their appurtenances,
for conducting water, steam |ight, power, electricity, gas or other
substance. For purposes of assessnment and taxation a special franchise
shall include the value of the tangible property situated in, under,
above, upon or through any public street, highway, water or other public
pl ace in connection therewith. The term special franchise shall not
i nclude central office equipnment or station equi pnent (except public
t el ephone term nal equi pnent) which first appears on assessnent rolls
prepared on the basis of taxable status dates occurring on or after
Cct ober first, nineteen hundred ninety-five and which is owned by a
t el ephone conpany as defined in paragraph (d) of subdivision twelve of
this section, or owed by a tel ephone corporation as defined in



subdi vi si on seventeen of section two of the public service | aw and
certified by the public service conm ssion under section ninety-nine of
such law, nor shall it include property of a nunicipal corporation,
public benefit corporation or special district, nor shall it include a
crossing less than two hundred fifty feet in length of a public street,
hi ghway, water or other public place outside a city or village, unless
such crossing be the continuation of an occupancy of another public
street, highway, water or other public place.

18. "State board" or "board" neans the state board of real property
tax services.

19. "State equalization rate" means the percentage of full val ue at
whi ch taxabl e real property in a county, city, tow or village is
assessed as determ ned by the conm ssioner.

20. "Tax" or "taxation" means a charge i nposed upon real property by
or on behalf of a county, city, town, village or school district for
muni ci pal or school district purposes, but does not include a special ad
valorem | evy or a special assessnent. The term "tax" or "taxes" as used
in articles five, nine, ten and el even of this chapter shall for |evy
and col | ection purposes include special ad val orem| evi es.

21. "Tax lien" means an unpaid tax, special ad valoremlevy, special
assessnent or other charge inposed upon real property by or on behal f of
a muni ci pal corporation or special district which is an encunbrance on
real property, whether or not evidenced by a witten instrunent.



