8§ 55.10 Designation of offenses.

1. Fel oni es.

(a) The particular classification or subclassification of each felony
defined in this chapter is expressly designated in the section or
article defining it.

(b) Any offense defined outside this chapter which is declared by | aw
to be a felony without specification of the classification thereof, or
for which a | aw outside this chapter provides a sentence to a term of
i mprisonment in excess of one year, shall be deened a class E felony.

2. M sdeneanors.

(a) Each m sdeneanor defined in this chapter is either a class A
m sdeneanor or a class B m sdeneanor, as expressly designated in the
section or article defining it.

(b) Any offense defined outside this chapter which is declared by | aw
to be a m sdeneanor wi thout specification of the classification thereof
or of the sentence therefor shall be deened a class A m sdeneanor.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of subdivision three, where an
of fense is defined outside this chapter and a sentence to a term of
i mprisonment in excess of fifteen days but not in excess of one year is
provided in the | aw or ordi nance defining it, such offense shall be
deened an uncl assified m sdemeanor.

3. Violations. Every violation defined in this chapter is expressly
desi gnated as such. Any offense defined outside this chapter which is
not expressly designated a violation shall be deened a violation if:

(a) Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her designation specified in the | aw or
ordi nance defining it, a sentence to a termof inprisonment which is not
in excess of fifteen days is provided therein, or the only sentence
provided therein is a fine; or

(b) A sentence to a termof inprisonnent in excess of fifteen days is
provi ded for such offense in a | aw or ordi nance enacted prior to the
effective date of this chapter but the offense was not a crine prior to
t hat date.

4. Traffic infraction. Notw thstanding any other provision of this



section, an offense which is defined as a "traffic infraction" shall not
be deenmed a violation or a m sdeneanor by virtue of the sentence
prescri bed therefor.



