§ 485.00 Legislative findings.

The legislature finds and determnes as follows: crimnal acts
i nvol ving violence, intimdation and destruction of property based upon
bi as and prejudi ce have becone nore prevalent in New York state in
recent years. The intolerable truth is that in these crines, conmonly
and justly referred to as "hate crinmes", victinms are intentionally
selected, in whole or in part, because of their race, color, national
origin, ancestry, gender, gender identity or expression, religion,
religious practice, age, disability or sexual orientation. Hate crines
do nore than threaten the safety and welfare of all citizens. They
inflict on victins incal cul able physical and enotional danage and tear
at the very fabric of free society. Crines notivated by invidious hatred
toward particul ar groups not only harmindividual victins but send a
power ful nessage of intolerance and discrimnation to all nmenbers of the
group to which the victimbelongs. Hate crines can and do intimdate and
di srupt entire communities and vitiate the civility that is essential to
heal t hy denocratic processes. In a denocratic society, citizens cannot
be required to approve of the beliefs and practices of others, but nust
never commt crimnal acts on account of them However, these crim nal
acts do occur and are occurring nore and nore frequently. Quite often,
these crimes of hate are also acts of terror. The recent attacks in
Monsey, New York as well as the shootings in El Paso, Texas; Pittsburgh,
Pennsyl vani a; Sutherland Springs, Texas; Ol ando, Florida; and
Charl eston, South Carolina illustrate that mass killings are often
apolitical, notivated by the hatred of a specific group coupled with a
desire to inflict mass casualties. The current | aw enphasizes the
political notivation of an act over its catastrophic effect and does not
adequately recogni ze the harmto public order and individual safety that
hate crimes cause. Therefore, our |aws mnmust be strengthened to provide
clear recognition of the gravity of hate crinmes and the conpelling
i nportance of preventing their recurrence.

Accordingly, the legislature finds and declares that hate crines
shoul d be prosecuted and puni shed with appropriate severity.



