* § 265.51 Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearns when
accessi ble by a mnor or prohibited person.

1. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the fol |l owi ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "prohibited person" shall nmean any person who is prohibited from
possessing a rifle, shotgun or firearmunder state or federal |aw, and

(b) "minor" shall nean an individual under eighteen years of age.

2. Apersonis guilty of failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and
firearns accessible to a mnor or a prohibited person when:

(a) such person stores or otherw se | eaves any rifle, shotgun or
firearmin violation of section 265.45 of this article in any |ocation
where the owner or custodian of the rifle, shotgun, or firearm knows or
has reason to know that a mnor or a prohibited person is likely to gain
access to such rifle, shotgun or firearm and

(b) a minor or a prohibited person gains access to such rifle, shotgun
or firearm

3. It shall not be a violation of this section:

(a) if the mnor or prohibited person obtained the firearm rifle, or
shotgun as a result of unlawful entry by any person; or

(b) if the mnor or prohibited person obtains the firearm rifle, or
shotgun in a lawful act of self-defense or defense of another person.

4. It shall not be a violation of this section to allow a person | ess
t han ei ghteen years of age access to:

(a) a firearm rifle or shotgun for |awful use as authorized under
par agr aph seven or seven-e of subdivision a of section 265.20 of this
article; or

(b) arifle or shotgun for | awful use as authorized by article el even
of the environnental conservation | aw when such person | ess than
ei ghteen years of age is the holder of a hunting |icense or permt and
such rifle or shotgun is used in accordance with such | aw.

Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearns when accessible
by a m nor or prohibited person is a class A m sdeneanor.



* NB Effective January 19, 2027



