Chapter 360 of the laws of 1911
Police in certain nunicipalities

Section 1. a. Wthin thirty days after this act takes effect, the
commi ssi oner of police, superintendent of police, chief of police, or
ot her officer or officers, having the nanagenent, control or direction
of the police force of any city of the first or second class in this
state, (except the Gty of New York Police Departnent and the City of
Syracuse Police Departnent) shall divide the |ieutenants, sergeants and
pat rol men of such force (but not including the detective sergeants) who
may be on duty in the open air, on the streets, or other public places
of the city, into three platoons. No one of such platoons nor any nenber
t hereof shall be assigned to nore than one tour of duty; such tour of
duty shall not exceed ei ght consecutive hours of each consecutive
twenty-four hours and no pl atoon or nmenber thereof shall be assigned to
nore than forty hours of duty during any seven consecutive day period,
excepting only that in the event of strikes, riots, conflagrations, or
occasi ons when |large crowds shall assenble, or other simlar energency,
or on a day on which an election authorized by | aw shall be held, or for
t he purpose of changing tours of duty, so many of said platoons, or of
t he nenbers thereof, nmay be continued on duty for such hours as may be
necessary. Wthin thirty days after this section as hereby anended takes
effect, the conm ssioner of police, superintendent of police, chief of
police, or other officer or officers, having the managenent, control or
direction of the police force of any other city and of each county, town
or village having a police force of not |ess than four nenbers, and of
each police force of any conm ssion or other agency of a county having a
police force of not |ess than four nenbers, shall not assign any
pat rol man t hereof who nay be on duty in the open air, on the streets or
ot her public places to nore than one tour of duty; such tour of duty
shal | not exceed ei ght consecutive hours of each consecutive twenty-four
hours and no patrol man shall be assigned to nore than forty hours of
duty during any seven consecutive day period; except in an energency as
described in this section or for the purpose of changing tours of duty.

b. Each such uniformed nenber after having served one year in the said
police force or service, shall be allowed an annual vacation of not |ess



than fourteen consecutive days w thout dimnution of salary or
conpensation as fixed by or pursuant to |aw. During an energency, as
herei n defi ned, the annual vacation provided for herein may be w t hhel d,
and the length of a day's work, and the nature of the duty whether
patrol, reserve or energency duty shall be determ ned by the | ocal

aut horities.

c. Upon cessation of such an energency each uniformed nenber from
whom during such an energency, a vacation or a portion of a vacation
shal | have been withheld shall receive within six nonths from such
cessation a | eave of absence with pay commensurate with the nunber of
days of such vacation withhel d.

d. Inthe city of New York, the police conmm ssioner, and in the city
of Syracuse, the chief of police, shall pronulgate duty charts for
menbers of the police force which distribute the avail able police force
according to the relative need for its services. This need shall be
neasured by the incidence of police hazard and crimnal activity or
other simlar factor or factors. No nenber of the force shall be
assigned to performa tour of duty in excess of eight consecutive hours
excepting only that in the event of strikes, riots, conflagrations or
occasi ons when |large crowds shall assenble, or other energency, or on a
day on which an el ection authorized by |aw shall be held, or for the
pur pose of changing tours of duty so nmany nenbers nmay be continued on
duty for such hours as nay be necessary. No nmenber shall be assigned to
an average of nore than forty hours of duty during any seven consecutive
day period except in an energency or as pernmtted in this subdivision or
for the purpose of changing tours of duty or as otherw se provided for
by | aw.

e. The commi ssioner of police, superintendent of police, chief of
police, or other officer or officers, having the managenent, control or
direction of the housing police service of the New York city housing
authority, shall promulgate duty charts for nmenbers of such force or
service which distribute the available force or service according to the
relative need for its services. This need shall be neasured by the
i nci dence of police hazard and crimnal activity or other simlar factor



or factors. No nenber of such force or service shall be assigned to
performa tour of duty in excess of eight consecutive hours excepting
only that in the event of strikes, riots, conflagrations or occasions
when | arge crowds shall assenble, or other energency, or on a day on

whi ch an el ection authorized by |aw shall be held, or for the purpose of
changi ng tours of duty so many nmenbers may be continued on duty for such
hours as nmay be necessary. No nmenber shall be assigned to an average of
nore than forty hours of duty during any seven consecutive day period
except in an energency or as permtted in this subdivision or for the
pur pose of changing tours of duty or as otherw se provided for by |aw

f. The chief of police, or other officer or officers, having the
managenent, control or direction of the unifornmed transit police force
of the New York city transit authority, shall promul gate duty charts for
menbers of such force which distribute the available force according to
the relative need for its services. This need shall be neasured by the
i nci dence of police hazard and crimnal activity or other simlar factor
or factors. No nenber of such force or service shall be assigned to
performa tour of duty in excess of eight consecutive hours excepting
only that in the event of strikes, riots, conflagrations or occasions
when | arge crowds shall assenble, or other energency, or for the purpose
of changing tours of duty so many nenbers may be continued on duty for
such hours as nay be necessary. No nenber shall be assigned to an
average of nore than forty hours of duty during any seven consecutive
day period except in an energency or as pernmtted in this subdivision or
for the purpose of changing tours of duty or as otherw se provided for
by law. I n nmaking assignnent to the aforenentioned tours of duty,
volunteers for said tours of duty shall have priority and shall be taken
in order of seniority. As vacancies occur in said tours of duty, such
vacanci es shall be filled with volunteers on the basis of seniority. If
sufficient volunteers are not available to fill the aforenentioned
promul gated tours of duty, the chief of the departnment shall have the
right to assign low seniority nmenbers where consistent with the needs of
the departnent to perform such tours of duty.

8§ 2. The tours of duty of sergeants, roundsnen, patrol men, (not



i ncludi ng detective sergeants) on duty in the open air, on the streets
or other public places of a city of the first class or a city of the
second cl ass shall be changed at | east once in each cal endar nonth.
Provi ded, however, that in cities of the first and second class which on
Decenber thirty-first, nineteen hundred and ten, had in force and
operation a three platoon system the tour of duty of such platoons and
each nmenber thereof, and the manner of changi ng such tours of duty nay,
at the election of the |ocal authorities, having the nmanagenent, control
or direction of the police force, be and continue as the sane were in
force and in operation on said Decenber thirty-first, nineteen hundred
and ten.

8§ 3. Policenen, while on reserve duty as nentioned in the first
section of this act, shall not be required to render any service except
in case of an energency, and shall be free to retire for sleep during
reserved duty in their station house, subject to call in case of an
energency. For the purpose of this act, an energency shall be defined as
enunerated in section nunber one of this act.

8 4. Any conmi ssioner of police, superintendent of police, chief of
police, or other officer or officers, having the managenent, control or
direction of the police force of any city of the first or second class
in this state, (excepting such cities which on Decenber thirty-first,
ni net een hundred and ten, had in force and operation a three pl atoon
systen) who shall fail to divide such force into three platoons within
the tine prescribed in section one of this act shall be deened to have
forfeited his office and, upon the witten petition of any citizen of
the city in which such violation took place, nust be renoved therefrom
by the suprenme court of the judicial district within which such city is
contai ned. A copy of such petition nust be served upon the officer
accused and he shall have the right to appear and to give evidence and
to be heard in his defense.

8 5. Any conmi ssioner of police, superintendent of police, chief of



police, or other officer or officers, having the managenent, control or
direction of the police force of any city of the first or second class
in this state, and any inspector, captain, |lieutenant, sergeant or
roundsman of the police force of any such city, who shall violate any of
the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor, and upon
conviction thereof shall be punished as prescribed by | aw

8 6. Al general or special laws inconsistent with this act, or with
any part thereof, are hereby repeal ed. Provided, however, that this act
shall in no nmanner affect any provisions of such | aws concerning
furl ough or | eave of absence of policenmen or exenpting patrol nen from
obligation to wear uniformwhen not on actual duty.



