8§ 4210. Deceased persons; right to dissect. The right to dissect the
body of a deceased person exists in the foll owi ng cases:

1. In the cases prescribed by special statutes; or,

2. Wen the dissection is perfornmed by or at the direction of (a) a
coroner who is a physician licensed to practice nmedicine in this state,
or (b) a coroner's physician, or (c) a nedical exam ner of a county, or
is perforned at the direction jointly of a coroner and coroner's
physician, and is perforned in the course of an investigation within the
jurisdiction of the officer performng or directing the dissection, or
is perfornmed upon the witten request of a district attorney, or
sheriff, or the chief of a police departnment of a city or county, or the
superintendent of state police.

The conmi ssioner shall adopt regulations to establish standard aut opsy
protocol s for any person under the age of one year who di es under
ci rcunstances in which death is not anticipated by medical history or
t he cause i s unknown. Such regul ati ons and aut opsy protocols shal
i nclude but not be limted to (i) requirenments for the performance of
such aut opsies, subject to the limtations provided for in section
forty-two hundred ten-c of this title, and (ii) delineation of specific,
st andardi zed net hods for such autopsies. In devel oping and inpl enmenting
such regul ati ons and protocols, the conm ssioner shall consult with
heal th professionals, famlies and other persons participating in the
i npl ement ati on of the sudden infant death syndrone program aut horized
pursuant to section twenty-five hundred-b of this chapter and at a
m ni rum shal |l consult with an epi dem ol ogi st, a forensic pathol ogist, a
pedi atric pathol ogi st, a nedical exam ner, a county coroner and a
pedi atrician with expertise in sudden infant death syndrone; or,

2-a. \Were a person dies while under care or treatnent at a general
hospital (as defined by subdivision ten of section twenty-ei ght hundred
one of this chapter) or while recovering fromsuch care or treatnent,
any autopsy report for such person shall be made avail able, by the
coroner or medi cal exam ner under whose jurisdiction the autopsy was
performed, in a tinely manner, to the hospital, for the purpose of



ongoi ng perfornmance i nprovenent of such hospital, including for the

pur poses of sections twenty-eight hundred five-j and twenty-ei ght
hundred five-k of this chapter. Al such reports in the possession of a
hospital shall be subject to the provisions of section twenty-eight
hundred five-mof this chapter.

3. Whenever and so far as the husband, wife or next of kin of the

deceased, being charged by law with the duty of burial, (a) may

aut hori ze dissection for the sole purpose of ascertaining the cause of
death, or (b) nmay authorize dissection for any other purpose by witten
i nstrument which shall specify the purpose and extent of the dissection
so aut horized, and when a dissection is so authorized pursuant to this
subdi vi si on the person authorizing the dissection also may designate a
physician licensed in any state or country to observe such di ssection.

I f the deceased has upon his person an identification card indicating
his opposition to the dissection or autopsy of his body no such

di ssection or autopsy shall be perfornmed except as required by |aw, or,

4. \Whenever any district attorney in this state, in the discharge of
his official duties, shall deemit necessary, he may exhune, take
possessi on of, and renove the body of a deceased person, or any portion
t hereof, and submt the sane to a proper physical or chem cal
exam nation, or analysis, to ascertain the cause of death, and the sane
shall be made on the order of any justice of the suprene court of this
state, or the county judge of the county in which such dead body shal
be, which order shall be made on the application of the district
attorney with or without notice to the relatives of the deceased person
or to any person or corporation having the | egal charge of such body, as
the court nmay direct. Said district attorney shall have power to direct
any police officer or peace officer, acting pursuant to his speci al
duties, of this state, or to enploy such person, or persons as he my
deem necessary to assist himin exhum ng, renoving, obtaining possession
of and exam ning physically or chem cally such dead body or any portion
t hereof . The expense therefor shall be a county charge, to be paid by
the county treasurer on the certificate of the district attorney.

5. When an autopsy of the body is conducted of a deceased human who



has epilepsy or a history of seizures it shall include an investigation
and determ nations as to whether the deceased suffered a sudden
unexpected death in epilepsy. In the event the deceased did suffer a
sudden, unexpected death in epilepsy, such information shall be noted on
the death certificate and be reported to the North Anmerican SUDEP

Regi stry.



