8 4174. Records; transcripts and certifications by conm ssioner; fees.
1. The conm ssioner or any person authorized by himshall:

(a) upon request, issue to any applicant either a certified copy or a
certified transcript of the record of any death regi stered under the
provi sions of this chapter (1) when a docunented nedi cal need has been
denonstrated, (2) when a docunented need to establish a legal right or
cl ai m has been denonstrated, (3) when needed for nedical or scientific
research approved by the conmm ssioner, (4) when needed for statistical
or epi dem ol ogi cal purposes approved by the comm ssioner, (5) upon
speci fic request by municipal, state or federal agencies for statistical
or official purposes, (6) upon specific request of the agent charged
with controlling disposition of a decedent's remains, as designated
pursuant to subdivision three of section four thousand two hundred one
of this chapter, spouse, donestic partners as defined in paragraph (c)
of subdivi sion one of section four thousand two hundred one of this
chapter, children, siblings or, parents of the deceased or the |awful
representative of such persons, or (7) pursuant to the order of a court
of conpetent jurisdiction on a showi ng of necessity; except no certified
copy or certified transcript of a death record shall be subject to
di scl osure under article six of the public officers |aw,

(b) issue certified copies or certified transcripts of birth
certificates only (1) upon order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction,
or (2) upon specific request therefor by the person, if eighteen years
of age or nore, or by a parent or other |awful representative of the
person, to whomthe record of birth relates including authorized
representatives of a |local social services district if the personis in
the care and custody or custody and guardi anship of such district, or
(3) upon specific request therefor by a departnment of a state or the
federal government of the United States;

(c) upon request, issue a wallet-size certification of birth, in a
form and bearing a design provided by the comm ssioner. Each applicant
for a wallet-size certification of birth shall remt to the conm ssioner
wi th such application, a fee determ ned by the departnent;

(d) upon request, issue certification of birth or death unless in his
judgnment it does not appear to be necessary or required for a proper
pur pose;

(e) furnish non-identifiable statistical information in tabular or



machi ne readable format for research activities if satisfied that the
sanme is required for a proper purpose, and the conm ssioner is
authorized to fix and to require paynent of a fee sufficient to
conpensate the state for the expense of providing the requested
i nf ormati on;

(f) be deened to have conplied with the applicabl e provisions of
par agraphs (a) and (b) of this subdivision by the issuance of a
certified transcript of the desired certificate or record instead of a
certified copy thereof except where the requester shall show, to the
satisfaction of the conmmi ssioner or his authorized representative, a
denonstrated need for such certified copy, or where a court order
rendered pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (b) of this subdivision
contains an express recital or direction therein that the issuance of a
certified transcript of such certificate or record in place of a
certified copy thereof shall not be considered to be in conpliance
t herewi t h;

(g) upon request of a board of elections, issue certification of
deat h.

2. Each applicant for a certification of birth or death, certificate
of birth data or for a certified copy or certified transcript of a birth
or death certificate or certificate of birth data shall remt to the
commi ssioner with such application a fee of thirty dollars in paynent
for the search of the files and records and the furnishing of a
certification, certified copy or certified transcript if such record is
found or for a certification that a search discloses no record of a
birth or of a death.

3. For any search of the files and records conducted for authorized
geneal ogi cal or research purposes, the comm ssioner or any person
aut horized by himshall be entitled to, and the applicant shall pay, a
fee of twenty dollars for each hour or fractional part of an hour of
time of search, together with a fee of two dollars for each uncertified
copy or abstract of such record requested by the applicant or for a
certification that a search discloses no record.

4. No fee shall be charged for a search, certification, certificate,



certified copy or certified transcript of a record to be used for school
entrance, enploynent certificate or for purposes of public relief or
when required by the veterans adm nistration to be used in determ ning
the eligibility of any person to participate in the benefits nade
avai l abl e by the veterans adm ni stration or when required by a board of
el ections for the purposes of determning voter eligibility or when
requested by the departnment of corrections and comrunity supervision or
a local correctional facility as defined in subdivision sixteen of
section two of the correction |law for the purpose of providing a
certified copy or certified transcript of birth to an incarcerated

i ndi vidual in anticipation of such incarcerated individual's rel ease
fromcustody or to obtain a death certificate to be used for

adm ni strative purposes for an incarcerated individual who has died
under custody or when requested by the office of children and fam |y
services or an authorized agency for the purpose of providing a
certified copy or certified transcript of birth to a youth placed in the
care and custody or custody and guardi anship of the |ocal conm ssioner
of social services or the care and custody or custody and guardi anship
of the office of children and fam |y services in anticipation of such
yout h's di scharge from pl acenent or foster care. Wenever a request is
made by the departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision for a
certified copy or certified transcript of birth on behalf of an

i ncarcerated individual pursuant to this section, a certified copy of
the sentence and commtnent or certificate of conviction shall be deened
to grant authorization by the incarcerated individual to the departnent
to submt such request on their behalf, and no other authorization shal
be required.

5. (a) The United States social security adm nistration nay obtain
information fromdeath certificates needed in the adm nistration of
ol d-age and survivors insurance benefits | aws, subject to the provisions
of any contract entered into pursuant to paragraph (b) of this
subdi vi si on.

(b) I'n addition, the comm ssioner or any person authorized by the
commi ssioner is authorized and directed to enter into a contract to
furnish the federal secretary of health and human services informtion
concerning individuals with respect to whom death certificates have been



officially filed with the comm ssioner. Such contract shall not include
any restriction on the use of information obtained by such secretary
pursuant to such contract, except that such contract nay provide that
such information is only to be used by the secretary (or any other
federal agency) for purposes of ensuring that federal benefits or other
paynments are not erroneously paid to deceased individuals.

6. The federal agency in charge of vital statistics may obtain, at a
fee acceptable to the conm ssioner, information frombirth and death
certificates for use solely as statistical data.

7. Except as herein otherw se provided, the comm ssioner is authorized
to establish rules and regul ati ons whereby searches nay be nade and
certifications, certified copies and certified transcripts of birth and
death certificates furnished without fees to federal, state and
muni ci pal departnents for official purposes.

8. The commi ssioner, the conm ssioner of health of the city of New
York, or any person authorized by the comm ssioner having jurisdiction
shall imediately notify the division of crimnal justice services in
the event that a copy of a birth certificate or information concerning
the birth records of any person whose record is flagged pursuant to
paragraph (i) of subdivision two of section four thousand one hundred of
this article is requested. In the event that a copy of the birth
certificate of a person whose record is so flagged is requested in
person, the personnel accepting the request shall inmediately notify his
or her supervisor. The person nmaki ng the request shall conplete a form
as prescribed by the conm ssioner or, in the city of New York, the
commi ssi oner of health of the city of New York, which shall include the
nane, address and tel ephone nunbers and social security nunber of the
person maki ng the request. A notor vehicle operator's license, or if
such license is not available, such other identification as the
commi ssioner, or in the city of New York, the comm ssioner of the New
York city departnent of health, determnes to be satisfactory, of the
person maki ng the request shall be presented, shall be photocopi ed and
returned to himor her. The person receiving the request shall note the
physi cal description of the person naking the request and his or her



supervi sor shall imediately notify the | ocal |aw enforcenment authority
as to the request and the informati on obtai ned pursuant to this
subsection. When a copy of the birth certificate of a person whose
record has been flagged is requested in witing, the | aw enforcenent
authority having jurisdiction shall be notified as to the request and
shall be provided with a copy of the witten request. The registrar
shall retain the original witten response.

9. The conm ssioner nmay institute an additional fee of fifteen dollars
for priority handling for each certification, certified copy or
certified transcript of certificates of birth, death, or dissolution of
marriage; or fifteen dollars for priority handling for each
certification, certified copy or certified transcript of certificate of
marri age.



