8 4100. Vital statistics; functions, powers and duties of the
departnment, conm ssioner and public health council. 1. The depart nent
shall, except in the city of New York:

(a) have charge of the registration of births and deat hs;

(b) procure the faithful registration of births and deat hs;

(c) provide the necessary instructions and fornms for obtaining and
preserving records of births and deaths; and,

(d) be charged with the uniform and thorough enforcenent of the
provisions of this article throughout the state.

2. The conmi ssioner shall:

(a) have general supervision of vital statistics;

(b) provide suitably equi pped offices for the permanent and safe
preservation of all records received or made under the provisions of
this article;

(c) prepare, print, and supply to all registrars all forns used in
regi stering, recording and preserving the returns, or in otherw se
carrying out the purposes of this article;

(d) prepare and issue such detailed instructions, not inconsistent
with the sanitary code, as may be required to procure the uniform
observance of the provisions of this article and the mai ntenance of a
good system of registration,;

(e) exam ne the certificates received nonthly and if any such are
i nconpl ete or unsatisfactory, he shall require such further information
to be supplied as may be necessary to nmake the record conplete and
satisfactory;

(f) arrange, and pernmanently preserve the certificates in a systematic
manner ;

(g) prepare and naintain a conplete typewitten, printed, photographic
or magnetically stored index of all births and deaths regi stered; said
i ndex to be arranged, in the case of deaths, by the nanmes of decedents,
and in the case of births, by the nanes of fathers, or the nanes of
nothers if the names of the fathers do not appear; and

(h) prescribe and prepare the necessary nethods and forns for
obtai ning and preserving records and statistics of autopsies which are
conducted by a coroner or by a medical exam ner, or by his order, within
the state of New York, and shall require all those perform ng such



autopsies, for the purpose of determ ning the cause of death or the
means or nmanner of death, to enter upon such record the pathol ogi cal
appear ances and findi ngs enbodyi ng such infornmation as may be

prescri bed, and to append thereto the diagnosis of the cause of death
and the neans or manner of death.

(i) upon notification by the division of crimnal justice services
that a person who was born in the state is a mssing child, flag the
certificate record of that person in such manner that whenever a copy of
the record is requested, he or she shall be alerted to the fact that the
record is that of a mssing child. The comm ssioner shall also notify
the appropriate registrar to |likewise flag his or her records. The
commi ssioner or registrar shall imediately report to the | ocal |aw
enforcenment authority and the division of crimnal justice services any
request concerning flagged birth records or know edge as to the
wher eabouts of any mssing child. Upon notification by the division of
crimnal justice services that the mssing child has been recovered, the
commi ssi oner shall renove the flag fromthe person's certificate record
and shall notify any other previously notified registrar to renove the
flag fromhis or her record. In the city of New York, the comm ssioner
of the departnent of health for the city of New York shall inplenment the
requi renents of this paragraph.

3. The public health council may fromtinme to tinme establish such
rules and regulations in the sanitary code supplenentary to the
provisions of this article and not inconsistent therewith, as it my
deem necessary, in relation to the registration of births, deaths and
fetal deaths. Such rules and regul ations shall be observed by al
persons upon whom duties are inposed by this chapter in connection with
the registration of births, deaths and fetal deaths.

4. Certified nurse practitioners conpleting a death certificate for a
death occurring in the city of New York shall have the sanme authority
and responsibility to conplete the certificate as they would have if the
deat h occurred outside such city; provided, however, that such
responsibility shall be exercised in accordance with the rules and
regul ations of the city of New York.






