8 4012-a. Hospice supplenmental financial assistance programfor
persons with special needs. 1. Notwi thstandi ng any provision of |aw or
regul ation to the contrary, an additional amount may be added to a
hospi ce's rate pursuant to the nedical assistance program subject to
approval by the state director of the budget, for purposes of enabling
such hospice to provide care and services to persons with special needs,
after a determ nation that such care cannot be appropriately provided at
the rates of paynment established pursuant to federal criteria.

2. "Persons with special needs" as used herein shall include persons
wi th acquired i nmune deficiency syndronme and other illnesses or
conditions, which require a nore costly or intensive |level of care than
typically provided, and persons receiving care in a hospice residence.
Such other illnesses or conditions shall be specified in regulation by
the state hospital review and pl anning council.

3. In order for a hospice to obtain additional nedicaid paynent as
provided for in this section, the hospice shall submt cost information
as required by the conm ssioner, in consultation with the conm ssi oner
of social services, which justifies additional nedicaid expenditures,

i ncluding a denonstration that adequate care to persons with speci al
needs cannot be provided within the rates of paynent established
pursuant to federal criteria. In addition to denonstrating that the
hospice is certified and in good standing with all applicable
regul ati ons and requi renents, the hospice shall also denonstrate that it
shal | :

(a) utilize such additional paynent to provide services to persons
wi th special needs;

(b) shall undertake reasonable efforts to naintain financial support
frompublic and comunity contributed fundi ng sources;

(c) shall make every reasonable effort to collect paynents for
services fromthird party insurance payers, governnmental payers and
sel f-payi ng patients; and

(d) shall establish a reasonable relationship between costs and
charges, or establish charges at approxi nate costs.

4. The conmm ssioner, in consultation with the conm ssi oner of soci al



services, is authorized to submt for approval and adoption by the state
hospital review and planning council such regul ati ons as necessary to
ef fectuate the provisions of this section.

5. The commi ssioner shall establish a rate for persons receiving care
in a hospice residence, and may by regul ati on specify additional
st andards necessary to ensure that the provisions of this section
pronot e medi cal assistance recipients access to hospice residence care
i ncluding; (a) that such recipients are otherw se unable to
appropriately receive hospice care in their own hone; and (b) the
provi sion of supplenmental financial assistance will pronote the
efficient delivery of appropriate, quality, cost-effective services.



