* § 3615. State aid to certified honme health agencies. 1. State aid
shall be provided to certified home health agencies to assist in
devel opi ng and ensuring their capacity to nmeet community need. Funds for
such aid shall be nmade avail abl e each year in an anount equal to
twenty-five cents per capita of the population within each health
systens agency region, as established pursuant to article twenty-nine of
this chapter, or two hundred thousand dollars, whichever is greater. Two
mllion five hundred thousand dollars shall be for the state's share of
payments provided pursuant to subdivision five of section thirty-six
hundred fourteen of this article. The remaini ng amount shall be for
pur poses of providing grants pursuant to this section and sections
thirty-six hundred seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article.

2. For purposes of funding grants pursuant to sections thirty-six
hundred seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article and grants
pursuant to this section, the comm ssioner shall allocate the proportion
of funds anobng the health systens agency regions using the | ast
precedi ng federal census or other census data approved by the
conptroller

3. Such annual funds allocated to each health systens agency region
shall be made available for grants to applicants within each such region
whi ch are determi ned eligible and approved by the comm ssi oner pursuant
to the provisions of this section and sections thirty-six hundred seven
and thirty-six hundred nine of this article.

4. In order to be considered eligible for receipt of a grant pursuant
to this section, a certified honme health agency shall submt an
application to the departnent. Such application shall denonstrate, to
the satisfaction of the conm ssioner, that the agency:

(a) received a certificate of approval pursuant to the provisions of
section thirty-six hundred eight of this article at |east tw years
prior to the date of the application and that such certificate has not
been revoked or annul |l ed subsequent to its receipt and is not |limted as
of the time of application;

(b) shall utilize grant funds to provi de hone care services to persons
whose residence is in an area which, due to location, is nore costly to



serve, or persons whose conditions require a nore intensive |evel of
hone care than typically provided in a visit;

(c) shall undertake reasonable efforts to naintain financial support
frompublic and comunity contributed fundi ng sources;

(d) shall make every reasonable effort to collect paynents for
services fromthird party insurance payers, governnmental payers and
sel f - payi ng patients;

(e) shall have professional assistance avail able on a seven day per
week, twenty-four hour per day basis;

(f) shall establish a reasonable relationship between costs and
charges, or establish charges at approxi mate cost; and

(g) has no other available financial resources to serve the
popul ations as identified in paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

5. For the purpose of this section and sections thirty-six hundred
seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article, a grant applicant
shall submt a copy of its application to the health systens agency in
whose region the applicant is |ocated.

6. For the purpose of this section and sections thirty-six hundred
seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article, each health systens
agency shall convene an advisory group with representatives from but
not limted to, local departments of health, including those organized
and unorgani zed as county and part-county health districts, social
services districts, offices for the aging, certified home health
agenci es, and consuners of home health agency services. Such advisory
group, after considering recommendations from persons involved in or
know edgeabl e about hone care services delivered in that region, shall,
consistent with state and regional health plans, identify priority
regional and | ocal needs for the purposes identified in this section and
sections thirty-six hundred seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this
article. The health systens agency shall provide to the comr ssioner
t he reconmendati ons of the advisory group regardi ng which grant
applications neet regional and | ocal needs, as well as the advisory
group's prioritization of applications.

7. For the purposes of this section and sections thirty-six hundred



seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article, the comm ssioner
shal | approve applications for grants which neet the requirenents of
this section pursuant to which the application is submtted and rul es
and regul ati ons adopted pursuant thereto. In approving such
applications, the comm ssioner shall take into prinme consideration the
reconmendati ons of the advisory group convened by the health systens
agency i n whose region the applicants are | ocated and al so take into
consi deration other applications subnmtted by the sane applicant for
grants submtted pursuant to such sections. The comm ssi oner shal
notify each advisory group and each applicant in witing of his approval
or disapproval and, if disapproval, shall state the reasons for

di sapproval .

8. Grants approved for the purposes of this section may be made each
year for up to a two-year period or until the costs for such services
provi ded by virtue of receipt of the grant are included in rates of
payment, whichever is sooner. Certified hone health agencies which
receive grants pursuant to this section may reapply for grants and may
be approved if the applicant satisfies the requirenments of subdivision
four of this section and rules and regul ati ons adopted pursuant to this
secti on.

9. In the event that a public certified honme health agency is approved
for a grant, pursuant to this section, funds provided under the grant
shall not reduce the anmount of aid otherw se reinbursable to such agency
pursuant to article six of this chapter.

10. The commi ssioner is authorized to promul gate such rul es and
regul ati ons, as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this
section. Such rules and regul ati ons nmay include, but not be Iimted to,
m ni rum and maxi mum grant | evels.

11. Recipients of grants shall submit to the comm ssioner reports on
the use of grants provided under this section at such tines and in such
format as the conmmi ssioner may prescri be.

* NB Effective until June 30, 2029
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grants shall be provided to certified home health agencies to assist in
devel opi ng and ensuring their capacity to nmeet community need. Funds for
such grants shall be nade avail abl e each year in an anmount equal to
twenty-five cents per capita of the population within each health
systens agency region, as established pursuant to article twenty-nine of
this chapter, or two hundred thousand dollars, whichever is greater.

2. The conm ssioner shall allocate the proportion of funds anong the
heal t h systens agency regions using the | ast preceding federal census or
ot her census data approved by the conptroller.

3. Seventy-five percent of such annual funds allocated to each health
systens agency region shall be made available for grants to certified
hone heal th agencies within each such regi on which are determ ned
el igible and approved by the comm ssioner pursuant to this section.
Twenty-five percent of such annual funds allocated to each health
systens agency region shall be made avail able for grants to applicants
Wi t hin each such regi on which are determ ned eligible and approved by
t he conm ssioner pursuant to the provisions of sections thirty-six
hundred seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article.

Not wi t hst andi ng such percentages, in the event that grants approved
under either percentage category are |l ess than the anount avail able
pursuant to such percentage, the renai ning anount shall be added to and
deened avail abl e for the purposes of the other percentage anount.

4. In order to be considered eligible for receipt of a grant pursuant
to this section, a certified honme health agency shall submt an
application to the departnent. Such application shall denonstrate, to
the satisfaction of the conm ssioner, that the agency:

(a) received a certificate of approval pursuant to the provisions of
section thirty-six hundred eight of this article at |east two years
prior to the date of the application and that such certificate has not
been revoked or annul |l ed subsequent to its receipt and is not |limted as
of the time of application;

(b) shall utilize grant funds to provi de hone care services to persons
of low income who are not otherw se eligible for governnment sponsored
prograns or not covered by insurance, persons whose residence is in an



area which, due to location, is nore costly to serve, or persons whose
conditions require a nore intensive |evel of hone care than typically
provided in a visit;

(c) shall undertake reasonable efforts to naintain financial support
frompublic and comunity contributed fundi ng sources;

(d) shall make every reasonable effort to collect paynents for
services fromthird party insurance payers, governnmental payers and
sel f - payi ng patients;

(e) shall have professional assistance avail able on a seven day per
week, twenty-four hour per day basis;

(f) shall establish a reasonable relationship between costs and
charges, or establish charges at approxi mate cost; and

(g) has no other available financial resources to serve the
popul ations as identified in paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

5. For the purpose of this section and sections thirty-six hundred
seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article, a grant applicant
shall submt a copy of its application to the health systens agency in
whose region the applicant is |ocated.

6. For the purpose of this section and sections thirty-six hundred
seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article, each health systens
agency shall convene an advisory group with representatives from but
not limted to, local departments of health, including those organized
and unorgani zed as county and part-county health districts, social
services districts, offices for the aging, certified home health
agenci es, and consuners of home health agency services. Such advisory
group, after considering recommendations from persons involved in or
know edgeabl e about hone care services delivered in that region, shall,
consistent with state and regional health plans, identify priority
regional and | ocal needs for the purposes identified in this section and
sections thirty-six hundred seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this
article. The health systens agency shall provide to the comm ssioner
t he reconmendati ons of the advisory group regardi ng which grant
applications neet regional and | ocal needs, as well as the advisory
group's prioritization of applications.



7. For the purposes of this section and sections thirty-six hundred
seven and thirty-six hundred nine of this article, the comm ssioner
shal | approve applications for grants which neet the requirenents of
this section pursuant to which the application is submtted and rul es
and regul ati ons adopted pursuant thereto. In approving such
applications, the comm ssioner shall take into consideration the
reconmendati ons of the advisory group convened by the health systens
agency i n whose region the applicants are |ocated and al so take into
consi deration other applications subnmtted by the sane applicant for
grants submtted pursuant to such sections. The comm ssi oner shal
notify each applicant in witing of his approval or disapproval and, if
di sapproval, shall state the reasons for disapproval.

8. Grants approved for the purposes of this section may be made each
year for up to a two-year period or until the costs for such services
provi ded by virtue of receipt of the grant are included in rates of
payment, whichever is sooner. Certified hone health agencies which
receive grants pursuant to this section may reapply for grants and may
be approved if the applicant satisfies the requirenments of subdivision
four of this section and rules and regul ati ons adopted pursuant to this
secti on.

9. In the event that a public certified honme health agency is approved
for a grant, pursuant to this section, funds provided under the grant
shall not reduce the anmount of aid otherw se reinbursable to such agency
pursuant to article six of this chapter.

10. The commi ssioner is authorized to promul gate such rul es and
regul ations, in consultation with the state council on hone care
services, as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.
Such rul es and regul ations nmay include, but not be limted to, m ninmum
and maxi mum grant | evels.

11. Recipients of grants shall submit to the comm ssioner reports on
the use of grants provided under this section at such tines and in such
format as the conmmi ssioner may prescri be.

* NB Effective June 30, 2029






