8 3600. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. The
| egi sl ature hereby finds and declares that the provision of high quality
hone care services to residents of New York state is a priority concern.
Expandi ng these services to nmake them avail abl e t hroughout the state as
a viable part of the health care systemand as an alternative to
institutional care should be a primary focus of the state's actions.

Hone health care has only recently been recogni zed | egislatively as an
integral part of the health care delivery system and has proven to have
an inportant and valuable role in patient care. The certified hone
heal t h agenci es render a coordinated array of services to patients in
t heir hones, thereby avoi ding prolonged institutionalization,
conconmitant high costs and associ ated adverse social and nedi cal
i mpl i cations.

The |l egislature intends that there be a public commtnent to the
appropri ate provision and expansi on of services rendered to the
residents of the state by certified hone health agencies, to the
mai nt enance of a consistently high | evel of services by all hone care
services agencies, to the central collection and public accessibility of
i nformati on concerning all organized home care services, and to the
adequat e regul ati on and coordi nati on of existing honme care services.



