8§ 3061. Declaration of purpose. Traunma is the | eading cause of death
and disability during the first four decades of life. In the aftermath
of the events of Septenber el eventh, two thousand one, the nedical
response to natural and nman-nade di sasters is also recogni zed as a
public concern of the highest order. The furnishing of emergency
medi cal , trauma, and disaster care is therefore a matter of vita
concern affecting the public health, safety and wel fare. Energency
medi cal , traunma, and disaster care, the planning and coordi nation of
such care between prehospital and inhospital personnel and coll aborating
public health, safety, and welfare officials, the quality managenent and
revi ew of such care, and the devel opnment and mai nt enance of a statew de
systemfor interfacility transfer, including but not Iimted to
aeronedi cal transport, of critically ill or injured patients between
general hospitals and other health care facilities, are essential public
health services. It is the purpose of this article to pronote the public
heal th, safety and wel fare by providing for devel opnent and mai nt enance
of systens for energency nedical, trauma, and disaster care, and for
expeditious transfer of patients in need of such care to facilities
appropriately staffed and equi pped to provide this care in a tinely and
ef fective manner.



