8§ 3003. Regi onal energency nedical services councils. 1. The
commi ssioner, with the approval of the state council, shall designate
regi onal emergency mnedi cal services councils on or before January first,
ni net een hundred seventy-eight but in no event shall the nunber of
regi onal councils exceed ei ghteen. Such regional councils shall be
established on the basis of application for designation as regional
councils submitted by |ocal organizations, the nenbers of which are
know edgeabl e in various aspects of enmergency nedi cal services. Such
application shall describe the geographic area to be served and contain
a list of nom nees for appointnent to nenbership on such regional
councils and a statenment as to the proposed nethod of operation in such
detail as the conm ssioner, with the approval of the state council,
shal | prescri be.

1-a. Each regional energency nedical services council shall advise the
state enmergency nedi cal services council and departnment on such issues
as the state energency nedical services council or departnment may
require, related to the provision of energency nedical service,
specialty care, designated facility care, and disaster nedical care, and
shall carry out duties to assist in the regional coordination of such,
as outlined by the state energency nedi cal services council with
approval of the departnent.

2. Each regional council shall be conprised of at |east fifteen but
not nore than thirty nmenbers to be initially appointed by the

commi ssioner, with the approval of the state council, from nom nations
submtted by | ocal organizations applying for establishment as the
regional council. Not |less than one-third of the menbership of the

regi onal councils shall be representatives of anbul ance services and the
remai ni ng nmenbership of the regional councils shall consist of, but not
be limted to, representatives of existing |ocal energency nedical care
commi ttees, physicians, nurses, hospitals, health planning agenci es,
fire departnment energency and rescue squads, public health officers and
the general public. The county EMS coordi nator, established pursuant to
section two hundred twenty-three-b of the county law, of any county
within the region shall serve as an ex officio nmenber of the regional
council; provided, however, nothing in this subdivision shall prevent a



county EMS coordinator fromserving as a voting nenber of a regiona
council. Menbers of each regional council shall be residents living
wi thin the geographic area to be served by the regional council. The
presence of a majority of nmenbers shall constitute a quorum

3. Each regional council shall have the power to:

(a) have a seal and alter the sanme at pleasure;

(b) acquire, |ease, hold, and dispose of real and personal property or
any interest therein for its purposes;

(c) make and alter by-laws for its organization and internal
managenent, and rules and regul ati ons governi ng the exercise of its
powers and the fulfillnment of its purposes under this article; such
rul es and regul ations nust be filed with the secretary of state and the
state EMS council;

(d) enter into contracts for enploynment of such officers and enpl oyees
as it may require for the performance of its duties; and to fix and
determne their qualifications, duties, and conpensation, and to retain
and enpl oy such personnel as may be required for its purposes; and
private consultants on a contract basis or otherw se, for the rendering
of professional or technical services and advice;

(e) enter into contracts, |eases, and subl eases and to execute al
i nstrunments necessary or convenient for the conduct of its business,

i ncluding contracts with the conm ssioner and any state agency or
muni ci pal entity; and contracts with hospitals and physicians for the
pur poses of carrying out its powers under this article;

(f) undertake or cause to be undertaken plans, surveys, anal yses and
studi es necessary, convenient or desirable for the effectuation of its
pur poses and powers, and to prepare recomrendations and reports in
regard thereto;

(g) fix and collect reasonable fees, rents, and other charges for the
use of its equipnent and the provision of its services;

(h) contract for and to accept any gifts or grants, subsidies, or
| oans of funds or property, or financial or other aid in any formfrom
the federal or state government or any agency or instrunmentality
thereof; or fromany other source, public or private, and to conply,
subject to the provisions of this article, with the terns and conditions
t hereof ; provi ded, however, that the councils may contract for paynent



of debt evidenced by bonds or notes or other evidence of indebtedness,
either directly or through a | ease purchase agreenent;

(i) recomend to the departnent approval of training course sponsors
within its region, and to devel op, pronulgate and inplenent annually an
EMS training plan which addresses the needs of its region;

(j) enter into contracts or menoranda of agreenment with other regional
councils to provide services in a joint or cooperative manner; and to
enter into contracts or nenoranda of agreement with an EMS program
agency to carry out one or nore of its responsibilities under this
article;

(k) procure insurance against any loss or liability in connection with
t he use, managenent, nmi ntenance, and operation of its equi pnment and
facilities, in such anobunts and from such insurers as it reasonably
deens necessary;

(1) approve regional nedical advisory conmttee nom nees;

(m provide focused technical assistance and support to those
vol unt ary anbul ance servi ces operating under exenptions, to assist such
services in progressing toward the uniform standards established
pursuant to this section. Such assistance and support shall include, but
not be limted to, volunteer recruitnment and nmanagenent training; and

(n) do all things necessary, convenient and desirable to carry out its
pur poses and for the exercise of the powers granted in this article.

4. Each regional council shall have the responsibility to coordinate
energency nedi cal services progranms within its region, including but not
limted to, the establishnment of energency nedical technician courses
and the issuance of uniform enmergency nedi cal technician insignia and
certificates. Such training courses shall be nade avail able by video or
conputer to the nmaxi mum extent possible.

5. The regional council shall have the responsibility to make
determ nations of public need for the establishnent of additional
energency nedi cal services and anbul ance services and to make the
determ nati ons of public need as provided in section three thousand
ei ght. The regional council shall nake such determ nation by an
affirmati ve vote of a majority of all of those nenbers consisting of
voti ng nmenbers.



5-a. The regional energency nedical services council is authorized to
grant an exenption fromthe staffing standards set forth in section
three thousand five-a of this article to a voluntary anbul ance service
operating solely with enrolled nmenbers or paid enmergency nedi cal
t echni ci ans whi ch has denonstrated a good faith effort to nmeet the
standards and is unable to neet such standards because of factors deened
appropriate by the regional council. An exenption shall be for a period
not to exceed two years and shall be conditioned on the participation by
the voluntary service in a programto achieve conpliance which shal
i ncl ude technical assistance and support fromthe regional counci
tailored to the needs and resources at the local |evel, as provided by
paragraph (nm) of subdivision three of this section, to be funded by the
New York state energency nedi cal services training account established
pursuant to section ninety-seven-q of the state finance |aw, such
account as funded by a chapter of the [ aws of nineteen hundred
ni nety-three. Nothing shall prevent the regional council fromissuing
subsequent exenptions. Such exenptions shall have no effect whatsoever
on the insurability of the organi zation receiving such exenption and
such exenption shall not be used as a basis for increasing insurance
rates or premuns related thereto, notw thstanding any other provision
of law, rule, regulation, or comm ssioner's ruling or advisory to the
contrary. Prior to issuing an exenption, the regional council shal
provide witten notice by certified mail to the chief executive officers
of all general hospitals and nmunicipalities in the county or counties
wi thin which the service requesting an exenption operates. Such notice
shal | provide opportunity for conment on the issuance of the exenption.
Notice of the determ nation of the regional council shall be provided
within ten days of the determ nation to the applicant, the departnent,
and any party receiving notification of the application who requests
notice of the determ nation. The applicant, the departnment, or any
concerned party nay appeal the determ nation of the regional council to
the state council within thirty days after the regional council makes
its determ nation

6. The termof office of nenbers of the regional council shall be four
years, except that of those nenbers first appointed, at |east one-half



but not nore than two-thirds shall be for terns not to exceed two years.

7. Each regional council shall neet as frequently as its business may
require.

8. The comm ssi oner, upon request of the regional council, my
designate an officer or enployee of the departnent to act as secretary
of the regional council, and may assign fromtine to time such other
enpl oyees as the regional council nay require.

9. No civil action shall be brought in any court agai nst any nenber,
of ficer or enployee of any designated regional council for any act done,
failure to act, or statenent or opinion made, while discharging his
duties as a nenber, officer or enployee of the regional council, wthout
| eave froma justice of the suprene court, first had and obtained. In
any event such nmenber, officer or enployee shall not be |iable for
damages in any such action if he shall have acted in good faith, with
reasonabl e care and upon probabl e cause.

10. (a) The departnent shall provide each regional council with the
funds necessary to enable such regional council to carry out its
responsi bilities as nandated under this section wthin anmounts
appropriated therefor.

(b) Such funds shall be provided upon approval by the departnent of an
application submtted by a regional council. The application shal
contain such informati on and be in such formas the comm ssioner shal
require pursuant to rules and regul ati ons which he shall pronul gate
after consultation with the state council in order to effect the
pur poses and provisions of this subdivision.



