8§ 2999-0. Definitions. As used in this article, the followng terns
shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs, unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se:

1. "Accountabl e care organi zation" or "ACO neans an organi zation of
clinically integrated health care providers certified by the
commi ssi oner under this article.

2. "ACO participant” or "participant” neans a health care provider
that is one of the health care providers that conprise the ACO

3. Certificate of authority" or "certificate" nmeans a certificate of
authority issued by the comm ssioner under this article.

4. "CMB' neans the federal centers for Medicare and Medi cai d services.

5. "CMS regul ations” neans applicable federal |laws and CVS regul ations
and policies.

6. "Health care provider"” includes but is not limted to an entity
licensed or certified under article twenty-eight or thirty-six of this
chapter; an entity licensed or certified under article sixteen,
thirty-one or thirty-two of the nental hygiene law, or a health care
practitioner licensed or certified under title eight of the education
|l aw or a | awful conbination of such health care practitioners; and may
al so include, to the extent provided by regulation of the conm ssioner,
other entities that provide technical assistance, information systens
and services, care coordination and other services to health care
provi ders and patients participating in an ACO

7. "Medicare-only ACO' neans an ACO issued a certificate of authority
under subdi vision four of section twenty-nine hundred ninety-nine-p of
this article.

8. "Primary care" nmeans the health care fields of famly practice,
general pediatrics, primary care internal medicine, primary care
obstetrics, or primary care gynecol ogy, wi thout regard to board



certification, provided by a health care provider acting within his,
her, or its lawful scope of practice.

9. "Third-party health care payer" has its ordinary nmeani ngs and may
i nclude any entities provided for by regulation of the conm ssi oner,
whi ch may include an entity such as a pharmacy benefits manager, fi scal
adm ni strator, or administrative services provider that participates in
the adm nistration of a third-party health care payer system



