8§ 2994-a. Definitions. The follow ng words or phrases, used in this
article, shall have the foll ow ng neanings, unless the context otherw se
requires:

1. "Adult" neans any person who is eighteen years of age or ol der or
has marri ed.

2. "Attending practitioner” means a physician, nurse practitioner or
physi ci an assistant, selected by or assigned to a patient pursuant to
hospital policy, who has primary responsibility for the treatnent and
care of the patient. Were nore than one physician, nurse practitioner
or physician assistant shares such responsibility, or where a physician,
nurse practitioner or physician assistant is acting on the attending
practitioner's behal f, any such physician, nurse practitioner or
physi ci an assistant nay act as an attending practitioner pursuant to
this article.

2-a. "Attending nurse practitioner” neans a nurse practitioner,
sel ected by or assigned to a patient pursuant to hospital policy, who
has primary responsibility for the treatnent and care of the patient.
Where nore than one physician and/ or nurse practitioner shares such
responsibility, or where a physician or nurse practitioner is acting on
the attendi ng physician's or attending nurse practitioner's behal f, any
such physician or nurse practitioner may act as an attendi ng physician
or attending nurse practitioner pursuant to this article.

3. "Cardiopul nonary resuscitation" nmeans neasures, as specified in
regul ati ons pronul gated by the conm ssioner, to restore cardiac function
or to support ventilation in the event of a cardiac or respiratory
arrest. Cardi opul nonary resuscitation shall not include neasures to
i nprove ventilation and cardiac function in the absence of an arrest.

4. "Cose friend" nmeans any person, eighteen years of age or ol der,
who is a close friend of the patient, or a relative of the patient
(other than a spouse, adult child, parent, brother or sister), who has
mai nt ai ned such regular contact with the patient as to be famliar with
the patient's activities, health, and religious or noral beliefs, and



who presents a signed statenent to that effect to the attending
practitioner.

5. "Deci sion-nmaki ng capacity" neans the ability to understand and
appreci ate the nature and consequences of proposed health care,
i ncluding the benefits and risks of and alternatives to proposed health
care, and to reach an inforned decision.

5-a. "Decisions regardi ng hospice care" neans the decision to enrol
or disenroll in hospice, and consent to the hospice plan of care and
nodi fications to that plan.

6. "Devel opnental disability" nmeans a devel opnental disability as
defined in subdivision twenty-two of section 1.03 of the nmental hygi ene
| aw.

7. "Donmestic partner" neans a person who, with respect to another
per son:

(a) is formally a party in a donestic partnership or simlar
relationship with the other person, entered into pursuant to the |aws of
the United States or of any state, local or foreign jurisdiction, or
regi stered as the donestic partner of the other person with any registry
mai nt ai ned by the enpl oyer of either party or any state, nunicipality,
or foreign jurisdiction; or

(b) is formally recogni zed as a beneficiary or covered person under
t he other person's enploynent benefits or health insurance; or

(c) is dependent or nutually interdependent on the other person for
support, as evidenced by the totality of the circunstances indicating a
mutual intent to be donestic partners including but not limted to:
comon ownership or joint |easing of real or personal property; comon
househol di ng, shared i ncome or shared expenses; children in common;
signs of intent to marry or becone donestic partners under paragraph (a)
or (b) of this subdivision; or the length of the personal relationship
of the persons.

Each party to a donestic partnership shall be considered to be the
donestic partner of the other party. "Donmestic partner” shall not



i nclude a person who is related to the other person by blood in a nanner
that would bar marriage to the other person in New York state. "Donestic
partner” also shall not include any person who is | ess than ei ghteen
years of age or who is the adopted child of the other person or who is
related by blood in a nmanner that would bar nmarriage in New York state
to a person who is the | awful spouse of the other person.

8. "Emanci pated m nor patient” means a mnor patient who is the parent
of a child, or who is sixteen years of age or older and |iving
i ndependently fromhis or her parents or guardi an.

9. "Ethics review conmttee"” neans the interdisciplinary commttee
established in accordance with the requirenments of section twenty-nine
hundred ni nety-four-mof this article.

10. "Ceneral hospital"” nmeans a general hospital as defined in
subdi vi sion ten of section twenty-eight hundred one of this chapter
excluding a ward, wing, unit or other part of a general hospital
operated for the purpose of providing services for persons wth nental
i1l ness pursuant to an operating certificate issued by the comm ssioner
of mental health.

11. "CQuardian of a mnor" or "guardian" neans a health care guardi an
or a legal guardian of the person of a mnor.

12. "Health care" neans any treatnent, service, or procedure to
di agnose or treat an individual's physical or nmental condition.
Providing nutrition or hydration orally, w thout reliance on nedical
treatment, is not health care under this article and is not subject to
this article.

13. "Health care agent"” neans a health care agent designhated by an
adult pursuant to article twenty-nine-C of this chapter.

14. "Health care decision" neans any decision to consent or refuse to
consent to health care.



15. "Heal th care guardi an" neans an individual appointed by a court,
pursuant to subdivision four of section twenty-nine hundred
ninety-four-r of this article, as the guardian of a mnor patient solely
for the purpose of deciding about |ife-sustaining treatnment pursuant to
this article.

16. "Health care provider" neans an individual or facility |icensed,
certified, or otherwi se authorized or permtted by |law to adm ni ster
health care in the ordinary course of business or professional practice.

17. "Health or social services practitioner” nmeans a registered
prof essi onal nurse, nurse practitioner, physician, physician assistant,
psychol ogi st, licensed master social worker, or licensed clinical social
wor ker, licensed, certified or authorized under the education |aw acting
Wi thin such health or social services practitioner's scope of practice.

17-a. "Hospice" neans a hospice as defined in article forty of this
chapter, without regard to where the hospice care is provided.

18. "Hospital"™ nmeans a general hospital, a residential health care
facility, or hospice.

19. "Life-sustaining treatnment” means any nedical treatnent or
procedure w thout which the patient will die within a relatively short
time, as determ ned by an attendi ng physician to a reasonabl e degree of
nmedi cal certainty. For the purpose of this article, cardiopul nonary
resuscitation is presuned to be life-sustaining treatnent w thout the
necessity of a determ nation by an attendi ng physician.

20. "Mental hygiene facility" nmeans a facility operated or |icensed by
the office of mental health or the office for people with devel opnenta
disabilities as defined in subdivision six of section 1.03 of the nental
hygi ene | aw.

21. "Mental illness" neans a nental illness as defined in subdivision
twenty of section 1.03 of the nental hygiene | aw, and does not i nclude
denentia, such as Al zheiner's di sease, or other disorders related to



denenti a.

22. "M nor" neans any person who is not an adult.

22-a. "Nurse practitioner” neans a nurse practitioner certified
pursuant to section sixty-nine hundred ten of the education |law who is
practicing in accordance with subdivision three of section sixty-nine
hundred two of the education |aw

23. "Order not to resuscitate"” neans an order not to attenpt
cardi opul nonary resuscitation in the event a patient suffers cardiac or
respiratory arrest.

24. "Parent", for the purpose of a health care decision about a m nor
patient, neans a parent who has custody of, or who has nmintai ned
substantial and conti nuous contact with, the mnor patient.

25. "Patient” neans a person adnmitted to a hospital.

26. "Person connected with the case" means the patient, any person on
the surrogate list, a parent or guardian of a mnor patient, the
hospital adm nistrator, an attending practitioner, any other health or
soci al services practitioner who is or has been directly involved in the
patient's care, and any duly authorized state agency, including the
facility director or regional director for a patient transferred froma
mental hygiene facility and the facility director for a patient
transferred froma correctional facility.

27. "Reasonably avail abl e" neans that a person to be contacted can be
contacted with diligent efforts by an attendi ng physician, another
person acting on behalf of an attendi ng physician, or the hospital.

28. "Residential health care facility" nmeans a residential health care
facility as defined in subdivision three of section twenty-ei ght hundred

one of this chapter.

29. "Surrogate" neans the person selected to nake a health care



deci sion on behalf of a patient pursuant to section twenty-nine hundred
ninety-four-d of this article.

30. "Surrogate list" neans the list set forth in subdivision one of
section twenty-nine hundred ninety-four-d of this article.



