§ 2807-aa. Nurse |oan repaynent program 1.(a) Monies shall be nade
avai |l abl e, subject to appropriations, for purposes of |oan repaynent
awards in accordance with the provisions of this section for registered
prof essi onal nurses |icensed to practice under section sixty-nine
hundred five of the education |aw and |icensed practical nurses |icensed
under section sixty-nine hundred six of the education |aw.

Not wi t hst andi ng secti ons one hundred twel ve and one hundred sixty-three
of the state finance | aw and sections one hundred forty-two and one
hundred forty-three of the econom c devel opnent |aw, or any ot her
contrary provision of law, such funding shall be allocated regionally
with one-third of avail able funds going to New York city and two-thirds
of available funds going to the rest of the state and shall be
distributed in a manner to be determ ned by the comm ssioner wthout a
conpetitive bid or request for proposals.

(i) Loan repaynent awards made under this section shall be awarded to
repay student |oans of nurses who work in areas deternmined to be
underserved areas in New York state and who agree to work in such areas
for a period of three consecutive years. A nurse nmay be deened to be
practicing in an underserved area if they practice in a facility,
physician's office, nurse practitioner's office, or physician
assistant's office that primarily serves an underserved popul ati on,
wi t hout regard to whether the population or the facility or office is
| ocated in an underserved area. For purposes of this section,
"underserved areas" shall be |located in New York state and shal
i nclude, but not be linmted to, areas designated by the federal
governnment as a health professional shortage area, a nedically
under served area, or nedically underserved popul ati on, non-profit
di agnostic and treatnment centers which primarily serve Medicaid eligible
or uninsured patients, and other areas and popul ati ons as determ ned by
t he commi ssi oner.

(ii1) Loan repaynment awards nade under this section shall not exceed
the total qualifying outstanding debt of the nurse from student |oans to
cover tuition and other related educational expenses, made by or
guaranteed by the federal or state governnent, or made by a | ending or
educational institution approved under title IV of the federal higher
education act. Loan repaynent awards shall be used solely to repay such
out st andi ng debt .



(iii) Nurses shall be eligible for a | oan repaynent award to be
determ ned by the commi ssioner over a three-year period distributed as
follows: thirty percent of total award for the first year; thirty
percent of total award for the second year; and any unpai d bal ance of
the total award not to exceed the maxi num award anmount for the third
year.

(iv) In the event that a three-year conmtnent under this section is
not fulfilled, the recipient shall be responsible for repaynent of
anounts paid which shall be calculated in accordance with the fornul a
set forth in subdivision (b) of section two hundred fifty-four-o of
title forty-two of the United States Code, as anmended, or any
regul ati ons made t hereunder.

(b) The comm ssi oner may postpone, change or wai ve the service
obligation and repaynment anmounts set forth in subparagraphs (i) and (ivV)
of paragraph (a) of this subdivision in individual circunstances where
there is conpelling need or hardship.

2. To develop a stream ined application process for the nurse | oan
repaynment program set forth under this section, the departnent shal
appoi nt a stakehol der work group fromrecomendati ons made by
associ ations representing nurses, general hospitals and other health
care facilities. Such recommendati ons shall be nade by Septenber
thirtieth, two thousand twenty-two.

3. In the event there are undistributed funds wi thin anounts nade
avai l abl e for distributions under this section, such funds shall be
real | ocated and distributed in current or subsequent distribution
periods in a nmanner determ ned by the conm ssioner for the purpose set
forth in this section.



