§ 2805-w. Patient notice of observation services. 1. Every general
hospital shall provide patients who are placed into observation services
by such general hospital with an oral and witten notice within
twenty-four hours of such placenent that the patient is not admtted to
the hospital and is under observation status. Such witten notice shal
be signed by the patient or the patient's |egal representative to
acknow edge recei pt and shall include, but not be limted to, the
foll owi ng information

(a) a statenment that observation status nay affect the patient's
Medi care, Medicaid and/or private insurance coverage for the current
hospi tal services, including nedications and ot her pharnaceuti cal
supplies, as well as coverage for any subsequent discharge to a skilled
nursing facility or hone and conmunity based care; and

(b) that the patient should contact his or her insurance plan to
better understand the inplications of being placed in observation
st at us.

2. The conm ssioner shall devel op and nake avail abl e gui dance on the
noti ce as described in this section.



