§ 2803-g. Board of visitors in county owned residential health care
facility. 1. Each public residential health care facility owned by a
county may have a board of visitors consisting of at |east seven
menbers. Menbers shall be appointed by the county executive of the
county in which the facility is |ocated where the county charter or, in
t he absence of such, county | aw provi des that nenbers of county boards,
commi ssions, authorities or agencies are to be appointed by such an
of ficer. Such appointnents shall be nade with the approval of the |ocal
| egi sl ative body of that county. In those counties w thout a county
executive, appointnments shall be nmade by the | egislative body of the
county. A visitor may be renoved by the county | egislative body for
cause after notice and an opportunity for hearing on the charges.

2. Unl ess provided otherwi se by |local |aw, each board shall elect
annual |y one nenber to serve as president of the board and one nenber to
serve as secretary.

3. Visitors shall not receive conpensation but nay be rei nbursed for
their actual expenses in connection with their service as visitors by
the facility they serve.

4. The board of visitors shall hold no | ess than six regular neetings
annual ly, but a greater nunber of regular neetings nmay be schedul ed by
t he board. The conditions under which special neetings may be call ed
shall be established by local law or in by-laws of the board. The board
may require the head administrator of the facility to submt a report at
each neeting. The board shall keep a record of its proceedi ngs and
activities. A menber of a board of visitors who has failed to attend
t hree consecutive neetings shall be considered to have vacated his
of fice unl ess the board has adopted rules to the contrary.

5. Upon the request of the head admi nistrator of the facility or upon
the board's initiative, the board shall consult, advise and work wth
the director with respect to community relations, conditions at the
facility, prelimnary plans for construction and alterations and
prograns and activities of the facility.



6. The board or any nenber of the board nmay visit and inspect the
facility at any time without prior notice and may report on conditions
to the local |egislative body or the county executive and the
commi ssi oner of the New York state departnent of health. In addition,
the board shall insure that a nenber or a committee of menbers shal
i nspect the facility once every three nonths without prior notice. A
menber of a board of visitors who has failed to visit and inspect the
facility at least twice a year shall be considered to have vacated his
of fice unl ess otherw se ordered by the board.

7. The board shall have the power to investigate all charges agai nst
the adm nistrator of the facility, all cases of alleged patient abuse or
m streatnment, and any other conplaint filed against the facility. The
board shall receive fromthe facility copies of all accident reports and
any reports of abuse or neglect involving patients of the facility. The
board or any nenber of the board shall have the right to exam ne any
books or papers of the facility at anytinme, except that access to
patient medical records shall be with the witten consent of the patient
or his legal representative. Unless provided otherwi se by |ocal |aw, the
board shall have the power, in accordance with the civil practice | aw
and rules, to require the production of any books or papers deened
rel evant to the investigation. The board or a nenber may include in the
report of their investigation or separately at any tine, any natter
pertaining to the managenent and affairs of the facility and may mnake
reconmendations to the county executive, or in the absence of such, the
county | egislative body and to the conmmi ssi oner.

8. Once each year, the board shall make an i ndependent assessnent of
conditions at the facility and shall submt a report on the assessnent
and recomrendations to the conm ssioner and to the county executive, or
in the absence of such, the county | egislative body.

9. The county executive or the local |egislative body shall notify the
board of visitors of a residential health care facility of the proposed
appoi ntment of a head administrator to such facility with a request that
the board report an expression of its opinion of the appointnment and, if
it objects thereto, the reasons for such an objection.



10. The board may establish by-laws which shall be avail able for
public inspection at the facility and the office of the county attorney.

11. Menbers of the board of visitors shall be considered officers of
the county by which they are conpensated for purposes of section four
hundred ni ne of the county law. The county | egislative body shal
establish a code of ethics for the nenbers of such board, including but
not limted to provisions on conflict of interest and course of conduct.



