§ 2780. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns
shal | have the foll ow ng neanings:

1. "AIDS" nmeans acquired i mune deficiency syndrone, as may be defi ned
fromtime to tine by the centers for disease control of the United
States public health service.

2. "HV infection" nmeans infection with the human i nmunodefi ci ency
virus or any other related virus identified as a probabl e causative
agent of Al DS.

3. "HVrelated illness" neans any illness that may result from or nay
be associated with HV infection.

4. "HIV related test or HV related testing" nmeans any | aboratory
test, tests or series of tests approved for the diagnosis of H V.

4-a. "Rapid H 'V test or testing" nmeans any | aboratory screening test
or tests approved for detecting antibodies to H'V, that produce results
in sixty mnutes or |ess, and enconpasses a confirmatory H V rel ated
test if the screening test is reactive.

5. "Capacity to consent” neans an individual's ability, determ ned
wi thout regard to the individual's age, to understand and appreciate the
nat ure and consequences of a proposed health care service, treatnent, or
procedure, or of a proposed disclosure of confidential HV rel ated
i nformati on, as the case may be, and to nake an inforned deci sion
concerning the service, treatnent, procedure or disclosure.

6. "Protected individual" means a person who is the subject of an HV
rel ated test or who has been di agnosed as having H V infection, A DS or
H'V related ill ness.

7. "Confidential HV related informati on" nmeans any information, in
t he possession of a person who provides one or nore health or soci al
services or who obtains the information pursuant to a rel ease of
confidential HV related information, concerning whether an individual



has been the subject of an HV related test, or has HV infection, HV
related illness or AIDS, or information which identifies or reasonably
could identify an individual as having one or nore of such conditions,
i ncluding information pertaining to such individual's contacts.

8. "Health or social service" neans any public or private care,
treatment, clinical |aboratory test, counseling or educational service
for adults or children, and acute, chronic, custodial, residential,
out patient, hone or other health care provided pursuant to this chapter
or the social services |aw, public assistance or care as defined in
article one of the social services |law, enploynent-rel ated services,
housi ng services, foster care, shelter, protective services, day care,
or preventive services provided pursuant to the social services |aw,
services for the nentally disabled as defined in article one of the
mental hygi ene | aw, probation services, provided pursuant to articles
twel ve and twel ve-A of the executive |aw, parol e services, provided
pursuant to article eight of the correction |aw, corrections and
comunity supervision, provided pursuant to the correction |aw,
detention and rehabilitative services provided pursuant to article
ni neteen- G of the executive |aw, and the activities of the health care
wor ker HI V/ HBV advi sory panel pursuant to article twenty-seven-DD of
this chapter

9. "Release of confidential HV related informati on" neans a witten
aut hori zation for disclosure of confidential H 'V related information
which is signed by the protected individual, or if the protected
i ndi vidual |acks capacity to consent, a person authorized pursuant to
law to consent to health care for the individual. Such rel ease shall be
dated and shall specify to whom di sclosure is authorized, the purpose
for such disclosure and the tine period during which the release is to
be effective. A general authorization for the rel ease of nedical or
ot her information shall not be construed as a rel ease of confidenti al
H 'V related informati on, unless such authorization specifically
indicates its dual purpose as a general authorization and an
aut hori zation for the release of confidential HV related infornmation
and conplies with the requirenments of this subdivision.



10. "Contact"” nmeans an identified spouse or sex partner of the
protected individual, a person identified as having shared hypoderm c
needl es or syringes with the protected individual or a person who the
protected individual may have exposed to H V under circunstances that
present a risk of transm ssion of HV, as determ ned by the
commi ssi oner.

11. "Person" includes any natural person, partnership, association,
joint venture, trust, public or private corporation, or state or |ocal
gover nnent agency.

12. "Health facility" neans a hospital as defined in section two
t housand ei ght hundred one of this chapter, blood bank, blood center,
sper m bank, organ or tissue bank, clinical |aboratory, or facility
providing care or treatnment to persons with a nental disability as
defined in article one of the nental hygiene | aw

13. "Health care provider" neans any physician, nurse, provider of
services for the nentally disabled as defined in article one of the
mental hygi ene | aw, or other person involved in providing nedical,
nursi ng, counseling, or other health care or nental health service,
i ncludi ng those associated with, or under contract to, a health
mai nt enance organi zati on or nedi cal services plan.

14. "Child" nmeans any protected individual actually or apparently
under ei ghteen years of age.

15. "Authorized agency" neans any agency defined by section three
hundred seventy-one of the social services |law and, for the purposes of
this article, shall include such corporations incorporated or organized
under the laws of the state as nay be specifically authorized by their
certificates of incorporation to receive children for the purposes of
adoption or foster care.

16. "lInsurance institution"” means any corporation, association,
partnership, reciprocal exchange, interinsurer, fraternal benefits
soci ety, agent, broker or other entity including, but not Iimted to,



any heal th mai ntenance organi zati on, nedical service plan, or hospital
pl an which: (a) is engaged in the business of insurance; (b) provides
heal t h services coverage plans; or (c) provides benefits under,
adm ni sters, or provides services for, an enployee welfare benefit plan
as defined in 29 U S. C 1002(1).

17. "lnsurance support organi zati on" nmeans any person who regularly
engages, in whole or in part, in the practice of assenbling or
collecting informati on about natural persons for the prinmary purpose of
providing the information to an insurance institution for insurance
transactions, including: (a) the furnishing of consuner reports or
i nvestigative consumer reports to an insurance instititution for use in
connection with an insurance transaction; or (b) the collection of
personal information frominsurance institutions or other insurance
support organi zations for the purpose of detecting or preventing fraud,
material msrepresentation, or material non-disclosure in connection
Wi th insurance underwiting or insurance claimactivity. The foll ow ng
persons shall not be considered "insurance-support organizations" for
t he purposes of this article: government institutions, insurance
institutions, health facilities and health care providers.



