8§ 2599-bb-1. Reproductive freedom and equity grant program 1. As used
in this section, the followng ternms shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Abortion" shall nean the term nation of pregnancy pursuant to
section twenty-five hundred ninety-nine-bb of this article.

(b) "Health care services" shall nmean the range of care related to the
provi si on of abortion.

(c) "Progranmt shall nean the reproductive freedom and equity grant
program est abl i shed pursuant to subdivision two of this section.

2. There is hereby established in the departnment a reproductive
freedom and equity grant programto ensure access to abortion care in
the state. The program shall provide funding to abortion providers and
non-profit organi zations that provide or facilitate access to abortion
care. The program shall be designed to provide support to abortion
provi ders and non-profit organizations to increase access to care, fund
unconpensated care, and to address the support needs of individuals
accessing abortion care. Funding used to support the program shall be
subj ect to appropriation.

3. The commi ssioner shall distribute funds made avail able for
expenditure under this section. In determning funding for applicants
under the grant program the conm ssioner shall consider the foll ow ng
criteria and goal s:

(a) Increase access to care by growi ng the capacity of abortion
providers to neet present and future care needs. Funds nay be awarded to
support the recruitnent, hiring, and retention of clinical and nedi cal
staff, costs of increasing the nunber of hours, days, and/or alternate
times for currently enployed clinical staff to provide increased access,
care nmanagenment and navigation, staff training, outreach and marketing
costs, and ot her operational needs that increase access to abortion
care.

(b) Fund unconpensated health care services associated with abortion
care, to ensure the affordability of and access to care for individuals
who | ack ability to pay for care, for individuals who | ack insurance
coverage, are underinsured, or whose insurance is deenmed unusable by the
renderi ng provider.



4. In establishing and operating the program the conm ssioner nay
consult a range of experts including but not limted to individuals and
entities providing abortion care, abortion funds and ot her organi zations
whose mission is to expand access to abortion care, to ensure the
program structure and expenditures reflect the needs of abortion
provi ders, abortion funds and consuners. The comn ssi oner may nake
regul ati ons necessary for inplenenting the program

5. The departnent and any non-profit organization or abortion provider
receiving funds fromthe program shall take all necessary steps to
ensure the confidentiality of the individuals receiving services
pursuant to state and federal |aws. The conm ssioner nay request
aggregate, de-identified information about how funding all ocated
pursuant to the programis spent, provided that no information which,
al one or in conbination, would pernmt a patient, provider, or an
i ndi vi dual who sought, received, provided, or supported health care
services under the programto be identified may be requested or shared.



