8§ 2542. Conprehensive child find system and public awareness program
1. The conm ssioner shall devel op a conprehensive child find systemthat
ensures that eligible children in the state are identified, |ocated,
referred to the early intervention official and eval uated. Such system
shal | :

(a) require early intervention officials to identify and | ocate
eligible children within their rmunicipality;

(b) be coordinated with efforts to identify, locate and track children
conducted by ot her agencies responsible for services to infants and
toddl ers and their famlies, including the efforts in (i) part B of the
federal individuals with disabilities education act, including early
chi | dhood direction centers, (ii) the maternal and child health program
under title V of the federal social security act, including the infant
heal t h assessnent program (iii) nedicaid s early periodic screening,

di agnosi s and treatnent programunder title XIX of the federal soci al
security act, and (iv) the federal supplenental security incone program
and

(c) provide for the identification, tracking and screening of children
at risk of devel opnental delay, using resources avail abl e through the
prograns, identified in paragraph (b) of this subdivision and such ot her
avai |l abl e resources as the comm ssioner shall commt to this purpose.

2. The conm ssioner shall devel op, inplenent, and maintain a public
awar eness programto informthe general public and the professional
comunity of the availability of the early intervention program and the
benefits of services to infants and toddlers with disabilities and their
famlies. The program shall include materials which describe the normal
devel opnent al achi evenents of young children, identification and
procedures for referral of children with disabilities, and how to gain
access to early intervention services.

3. The follow ng persons and entities, within two working days of
identifying an infant or toddl er suspected of having a disability or at
risk of having a disability, shall refer such infant or toddler to the
early intervention official or the health officer of the public health
district in which the infant or toddl er resides, as designated by the
municipality, but in no event over the objection of the parent made in



accordance with procedures established by the departnment for use by such
primary referral sources, unless the child has already been referred:
hospitals, child health care providers, day care prograns, |ocal schoo
districts, public health facilities, early childhood direction centers
and such other social service and health care agencies and providers as
t he conm ssioner shall specify in regulation; provided, however, that

t he departnent shall establish procedures, including regulations if
required, to ensure that primary referral sources adequately informthe
parent or guardi an about the early intervention program including

t hrough brochures and witten naterials created or approved by the
depart nent.

4. The comm ssioner shall provide each early intervention official
with a list of all approved evaluators and service coordinators in the
muni ci pality or geographic area proximate to such municipality or, with
respect to the city of New York, subdivisions of the city as prescribed
by the conm ssioner.

Such |ist of approved evaluators shall be updated at |east annually
and shall describe the specific areas of expertise of each qualified
eval uator, if known.



