§ 2541. Definitions. As used in this title the followi ng terns shal
have the foll owi ng nmeani ngs, unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se:

1. "Children at risk"” neans children who may experience a disability
because of nedical, biological or environnmental factors which nay
produce devel opnental delay, as determ ned by the comm ssioner through
regul ati on.

2. "Coordinated standards and procedures" neans standards and
procedures devel oped by state early intervention service agencies
pursuant to section twenty-five hundred fifty-one of this title.

3. "Council" means the early intervention coordinating counci
establ i shed under section twenty-five hundred fifty-three of this title.

4. "Devel opnental delay" nmeans that a child has not attained
devel opnmental nil estones expected for the child' s chronol ogi cal age, as
nmeasured by qualified professionals using appropriate diagnostic
i nstruments and/ or procedures and informed clinical opinion, in one or
nore of the follow ng areas of devel opnent: cognitive, physical
comuni cation, social or enotional, or adaptive.

5. "Disability" means:

(a) a devel opnental del ay; or

(b) a diagnosed physical or nmental condition that has a high
probability of resulting in devel opnental delay, such as Down syndrone
or other chronosomal abnormalities, sensory inpairnents, inborn errors
of netabolismor fetal alcohol syndrone.

6. "Early intervention official™ means an appropriate nunici pal
of ficial designated by the chief executive officer of a nunicipality and
an appropriate designee of such official.

7. "Early intervention services" nmeans devel opnental services that:
(a) are provided under public supervision;
(b) are selected in collaboration with the parents;



(c) are designed to neet a child s devel opnental needs in any one or
nore of the follow ng areas:

(i) physical devel opnent, including vision and heari ng,

(ii) cognitive devel opnent,

(iii) comruni cation devel opnent,

(iv) social or enotional devel opnent, or

(v) adaptive devel opnent;

(d) mneet the coordinated standards and procedures;

(e) are provided by qualified personnel;

(f) are provided in conformty with an | FSP;

(g) are, to the nmaxi num extent appropriate, provided in natural
environnments, including the honme and community settings where children
Wi t hout disabilities would participate;

(h) include, as appropriate:

(i) famly training, counseling, home visits and parent support
groups,

(ii) special instruction,

(iii) speech pathol ogy and audi ol ogy,

(iv) occupational therapy,

(v) physical therapy,

(vi) psychol ogi cal services,

(vii) case managenent services, hereafter referred to as service
coordi nati on services,

(viii) nmedical services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes, subject
to reasonabl e prior approval requirenments for exceptionally expensive
services, as prescribed by the comm ssioner,

(ix) early identification, screening, and assessnment services,

(x) health services necessary to enable the infant or toddler to
benefit fromthe other early intervention services,

(xi) nursing services,

(xii) nutrition services,

(xiii) social work services,

(xiv) vision services,

(xv) assistive technol ogy devices and assistive technol ogy services,

(xvi) transportation and related costs that are necessary to enable a
child and the child's famly to receive early intervention services, and

(xvii) other appropriate services approved by the comm ssioner.



(i) are cost-effective.

8. (a) "Eligible child" nmeans an infant or toddler frombirth through
age two who has a disability; provided, however, that any toddler with a
di sability who has been determned to be eligible for program services
under section forty-four hundred ten of the education |aw and:

(i) who turns three years of age on or before the thirty-first day of
August shall, if requested by the parent, be eligible to receive early
i ntervention services contained in an FSP until the first day of
Sept enber of that cal endar year; or

(ii) who turns three years of age on or after the first day of
Sept enber shall, if requested by the parent and if already receiving
services pursuant to this title, be eligible to continue receiving such
services until the second day of January of the foll ow ng cal endar year

(b) Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision, a child who receives services pursuant to section
forty-four hundred ten of the education |aw shall not be an eligible
child.

9. "Evaluation” neans a multidisciplinary professional, objective
assessnent conducted by appropriately qualified personnel and conducted
pursuant to section twenty-five hundred forty-four of this title to
determne a child' s eligibility under this title.

10. "Evaluator" neans a team of two or nore professionals approved
pursuant to section twenty-five hundred fifty-one of this title to
conduct screenings and eval uati ons.

11. "I FSP" neans the individualized famly service plan adopted in
accordance with section twenty-five hundred forty-five of this title.

12. "Lead agency" neans the departnment of health, the public agency
responsi ble for the adm nistration of the early intervention systemin
col l aboration with the state early intervention service agencies.

13. "Municipality" means a county outside the city of New York or the
city of New York in the case of a county contained within the city of



New Yor k.

13-a. Subject to federal |law and regul ati ons, "natural environnent" or
"natural setting" means a setting that is natural or normal for the
child s age peers who have no disability.

14. "Parent" neans parent or person in parental relation to the child.
Wth respect to a child who has no parent or person in a parental
relation, "parent"” shall nmean the person designated to serve in parental
relation for the purposes of this title, pursuant to regulations of the
commi ssi oner pronulgated in consultation with the comm ssioner of soci al
services for children in foster care.

15. "Qualified personnel™ neans:

(a) persons holding a state approved or recogni zed certificate,
| icense or registration in one of the follow ng fields:

(i) special education teachers;

(ii) speech and | anguage pat hol ogi sts and audi ol ogi sts;

(iii) occupational therapists;

(iv) physical therapists;

(v) social workers;

(vi) nurses;

(vii) dieticians or nutritionists;

(viii) other persons designated by the comm ssioner who neet
requirenents that apply to the area in which the person is providing
early intervention services, where not in conflict with existing
prof essional |icensing, certification and/or registration requirenents.

(b) persons holding a state approved license in one of the follow ng
fields:

(i) psychol ogists; or

(ii) physicians.

16. "Service coordinator” neans a person who:

(a) nmeets the qualifications established in federal |aw and regul ation
and denonstrates know edge and understandi ng of:

(i) infants and toddl ers who nay be eligible for services under this
title;



(ii) principles of famly-centered services;

(iii) part Hof the federal individuals with disabilities education
act and its correspondi ng regul ati ons;

(iv) the nature and scope of services available under this title; and

(v) the requirenments for authorizing and paying for such services and
ot her pertinent infornmation,;

(b) is responsible for:

(i) assisting eligible children and their famlies in gaining access
to services listed on the | FSP

(ii) coordinating early intervention services with other services such
as nedical and health services provided to the child;

(iii) coordinating the perfornmance of eval uations and assessnents;

(iv) participating in the devel opnent, nonitoring and eval uati on of
t he |1 FSP;

(v) assisting the parent in identifying avail able service providers;

(vi) coordinating service delivery;

(vii) informing the famly of advocacy services;

(viii) where appropriate, facilitating the transition of the child to
ot her appropriate services; and

(ix) assisting in resolving any disputes which nay arise between the
famly and service providers, as necessary and appropriate; and

(c) meets such other standards as are specified pursuant to section
twenty-five hundred fifty-one of this title.

17. "State early intervention service agencies" nmeans the departnents
of health, education and social services and the offices of nental
heal t h and al coholi sm and substance abuse services and the office for
peopl e with devel opnental disabilities.

18. "Year" shall mean the twel ve-nonth period commencing July first
unl ess ot herw se specified.



