8§ 2515-a. Administration. 1. The departnent is authorized to request
and receive conmunity service project plans, as defined in section
twenty-five hundred fifteen-b of this title. Such projects shall be
limted to a twelve nonth duration but may, with the approval of such
departnment, be renewed for additional periods based on denonstrated
ef fectiveness, need, and availability of funds. The departnent shal
of fer technical assistance to applicants for and operators of comunity
service projects. Technical assistance shall be provided for, but shal
not be limted to, the followng activities: devel opnment of comrmunity
service plans, overall program planning, contract devel opnent,
budgeti ng, and designing local client-specific data collection systens.

2. The departnent shall review such conmmunity service project plans.
The conmi ssioner, within appropriations made therefor, may approve such
pl ans for funding in accordance with the provisions of this title. In
approvi ng or disapproving the funding of such plans, the comr ssioner
shall only approve projects which neet the requirenents set forth in
section twenty-five hundred fifteen-b of this title which denonstrate
clear coordinating activities with |local social services districts and
ot her available city, school, county, state or federally funded prograns
and shall give priority to projects which

(a) stress the devel opnent and expansi on of primary prevention
prograns ai ned at decreasing the incidence of adol escent pregnancy, and
t he establishnment of a conprehensive and coordi nated approach to prevent
initial and repeated pregnancy and to deal nore effectively with the
consequences associ ated with adol escent parenting;

(b) serve a geographic area where there is a | arge nunber of eligible
adol escents, or a high rate of adol escent pregnancy;

(c) serve a geographic area where the incidence of infant nortality,
| ow birth weight infants, childhood obesity and the preval ence of
| ow-i ncome famlies are high and where the availability or accessibility
of services for eligible adol escents is |ow,

(d) utilize existing community resources; and

(e) maxim ze the use of federal, or other state, private and | ocal
resour ces.



