§ 2500-g. Newborn infant hearing screening. 1. The conm ssioner shall,
Wi thin the anmounts appropriated therefor, and in consultation with
health care providers or their representatives, establish a programto
screen newborn infants for hearing problens. This program shal
i ncor porate consensus nedi cal guidelines and protocols, reflecting the
nost cost-effective nethods for detecting hearing problens as early as
possible in an infant's |ife. The program shall provide for foll ow up
screening including referrals for screening or care. Such program shal
al so provide for the rei nbursenent of health care providers performng
such servi ces under the program

2. It shall be the duty of the admi nistrative officer or other
desi gnat ed person at each facility licensed pursuant to article
twenty-eight of this chapter caring for newborn infants, to either
adm ni ster a hearing screening upon each such newborn infant or, if the
facility is not reasonably able to screen a newborn infant prior to
di scharge, provide a referral for the newborn infant to obtain the
service follow ng discharge. Facilities subject to the provisions of
this section that adm nister a newborn infant hearing screening shal
report to the departnent in a manner and fornmat required by the
commi ssi oner:

(a) the results of each newborn infant hearing screening perforned,

(b) instances in which a newborn infant hearing screening is not
performed on a newborn infant before such infant is discharged fromthe
facility; and

(c) such other information or data as nay be required by the
commi ssi oner pursuant to regulation to fulfill the purposes of this
secti on.

3. Any person who perfornms a newborn infant hearing screening, neaning
a hearing screening performed upon a newborn infant, other than a
heari ng screening adm nistered by a facility pursuant to subdivision two
of this section, or upon a child under six nonths of age, shall report
to the departnent, in a manner and format required by the comm ssioner
pursuant to regul ation:

(a) the results of each newborn infant hearing screening perforned,
and



(b) such other information or data as nay be required by the
comm ssioner to fulfill the purposes of this section.

4. The departnent shall collect and nmai ntain the newborn infant
hearing results and information provided pursuant to subdivisions two
and three of this section in a statewi de information system devel oped by
t he departnent for such purpose.

5. The departnent shall provide access to newborn infant hearing
screening results and other information or data as determ ned by the
departnment to the follow ng persons or entities for the follow ng
pur poses:

(a) The comm ssioner of health for the purposes of outreach, quality
i mprovenent and accountability, research, and epi dem ol ogi cal studies
and di sease control

(b) The comm ssioner of health and nmental hygiene for the city of New
York and | ocal health departnments for purposes of outreach, quality
i nprovenent and accountability, research, epidem ol ogical studies and
di sease control

(c) Health care professionals |licensed under title eight of the
education | aw and their designees for the purposes of determning, with
respect to newborn infants or children under their care, whether a
newborn i nfant hearing screening was performed, whether a re-screening
or other followup is necessary, to enter newborn infant hearing
screening results and data, and for treatnent purposes;

(d) Afacility licensed under article twenty-eight of this chapter
that adm nisters a newborn infant hearing screening for the purposes of
entering newborn infant hearing screening results and data into the
statew de i nformati on system and determ ni ng whet her a screening,
re-screening or other followup is necessary;

(e) Third party payers as defined in paragraph (f) of subdivision two
of section twenty-one hundred sixty-eight of this chapter for the
pur poses of quality assurance, accountability and outreach relating to
enrol | ees covered by the third party payer; and

(f) A comm ssioner of a |local social services district with regard to
newborn infants or children in his or her |egal custody.



6. Al newborn hearing screening results and other information or data
mai nt ai ned by the departnent shall be confidential and shall not be
di scl osed except as provided for in this section. The parent or guardi an
of a newborn infant or child for whom a newborn infant hearing screening
was performed may obtain a copy of the newborn infant hearing screening
results from

(a) The facility that adm nistered the newborn infant hearing
screening;

(b) The person who perforned the screening, if the screeni ng was not
adm nistered at a facility subject to the provisions of this section; or

(c) The statewi de information systemthat nmintains the results by
requesting the record pursuant to procedures established by the
commi ssi oner in regulation.



