§ 2500-b. Sudden infant death syndronme. (a) Declaration of policy.

Qccurrence of sudden deaths of infants is a tragedy for the child, the
famly and the conmunity, and a nmatter of vital concern to the public
health. In order to provide for the protection and pronotion of the
health of the inhabitants of the state, the departnment of health shal
have the central and conprehensive responsibility for the devel opnment
and adm nistration of the state's policy with respect thereto.

(b) The comm ssioner shall establish a programto study the sudden
deat hs of infants which are unexpected by nedical history, and for which
adequat e causes of death have not been denonstrated.

(c) Such programmay initially consist of pilot projects which shall
i ncl ude epi dem ol ogi cal investigation, famly counseling and eval uati on
in order to identify the major risk factors in sudden infant deaths with
t he objective of preventing such deaths.



