§ 2500. Maternal and child health; duties of comm ssioner. 1. The
commi ssioner shall act in an advisory and supervisory capacity, in
matters pertaining to the safeguardi ng of notherhood, the prevention of
mat ernal , perinatal, infant and child nortality, the prevention of
di seases, low birth weight, childhood obesity, and defects of chil dhood
and the pronotion of maternal, prenatal and child health, including care
in hospitals, and shall adm nister such services bearing on the health
of nmothers and children for which funds are or shall hereafter be nade
avai | abl e.

2. The conmi ssioner shall establish mninmm standards in accordance
wi th established and accepted nedical principles for |ocal naternal and
child health services adm nistered by or under the general supervision
of the comm ssioner.

3. a. The conmi ssioner shall, in conjunction with hospitals,
obstetricians, mdw ves, doulas, maternal health care provider
organi zations; nmental health care provider organizations; and any
addi ti onal stakehol ders that the comm ssioner deens necessary, evaluate
and make recommendations related to the devel opnent of maternal health
care and birthing best practices which support each patient receiving
t he highest quality of care. These reconmendati ons shall include, but
not be limted to, best practices for every patient to receive:

(i) fair, courteous and respectful culturally conpetent care free of
di scrim nati on;

(ii) accurate and judgnent-free advice and recomendations that all ow
for informed decision maki ng and consent regardi ng care and treatnent,
i ncluding risks, benefits, outconmes and alternative procedures;

(iii) clear, concise and easily understood information about their
care and treatnent outcones, nedical team and birthing options, the
policies and procedures of the hospital or birthing center, and
resources available to them

(iv) an opportunity to discuss their birthing preferences with their
care team and have such preferences docunented; and

(v) adequate support during their pregnancy, |abor and chil dbirth,

i ncl udi ng access to doula and nental health services.



b. No |l ater than one year after the effective date of this subdivision
t he conm ssioner shall publish such recormendati ons on the departnent of
health's website and update all relevant materials provided to the
public through the departnment to reflect these standards. Such
reconmendati ons shall be updated at |east once after publishing and as
necessary thereafter.

4. In conjunction with the state departnent havi ng general
supervi sion, the conm ssioner may nake or may cause to be nmde
i nvestigation of the conditions affecting the health of children in
institutions for day care or domciliary care. If he shall find any
conditions detrimental to health in such institutions, he shall make and
report reconmendati ons thereon to the appropriate state departnent.

5. The commi ssioner shall cooperate with other state departnents
having jurisdiction over matters affecting the health of nothers and
children, to the end that existing activities may be coordi nated and
duplication of effort avoided. He shall cooperate with and stimulate
| ocal agencies, public and private, in pronoting such nmeasures and
undert aki ngs as may be designed to acconplish the purposes of this
secti on.



